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belliſhments wor thy the moſt pate Penile 


; | racer, The Dignity ſhe preſerved, and the Delieacy 
of her Manners, became her) elevated Station, and 
were an Ornament to the politeſt Court. She pa- 
tronized the Learned, an was of a truly Roman Spi- 
fit, in ſacrificing her private” to the public Good. 
Nor did this Heroine ſhine with leſs Luſtre in perſo- 
nal than in public Virtues. She was a ſincere Friend, 
an affectionate Siſter, a ſaithful Wife, and both a 
tender and inſtructive Parent. Such was the ac- 
compliſhed Character of Octavia .. nd 
Theſe are the Two different Pictures I have, en- 
| deavoured to repreſent ; and if Thave o happy 
as to draw them in wy! manner x it: ior | 
Ladyſhip the leaſt P fal, 
to diſgrace the Honour of your ene my Pains 
will be amply compenſated; I am 
U i 2145 of 91517 
4, | 1910/10. ani}, al) 16 
4 and Obedient Humble Servant, 
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EW Parts of Writing afford the Mind a 


more grateful Variety, enrich it with 
more copious Inſtruction, or more en- 

gagingly tempt it to look into, and know 
itſelf, than Biography ; or the Lives of Perſons whoſe 
ſuperior Talents, Power, and Station; or whoſe 
uncommon Turns of Farms, have diverkified their 


ſt of 


our Species. 1 * lg 
'The Soul, fond of Entertainment, is hence fur- 
niſhed with a ſumptuous Feaſt; which, if ſerved up 
with Elegance, and mixed with Attic Salt, ſeldom 
diſguſts the Palate, or offends the Appetite----The 
Gueſt riſes chearful, and departs in good Humour; 
well pleaſed with his Fare, and the Author's Invita- 
tion. 75 : 
The 
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ii INTRODUCTION. 


The Reader, like a Traveller, herein views the 
Manners of human Nature, and Cuſtoms of- the 
World ; the Intrigues of Policy, the Arts of Lovers, 
and the Exploits of Heroes ; with the ſecret Springs 
and Motives of their Actions, at a much eaſier Ex- 
pence indeed, and with no more Labour than turn- 
ing over a new Leaf; which often unfolds to him 
a unexpected a Berne, and different a Proſpect, as 
if he had changed his Climate, or taken a Flight 
from one Region to another. 


For ſuch Reaſons the celebrated Montaigne recom- 
mends the Lives of P/utarch, as the moſt uſeful and 
valuable Treaſure of antient Learning, And it is 
perhaps from his happy Manner of intermixing the 
Circumſtances of his own Life, we derive not a little 
of the Satisfaction we have in the Peruſal of that 


ingenious and amuſing Author himſelf. 


From the ſame Taſte of being acquainted with the 


various and ſurpriſing Incidents of Mankind, ariſes our 
inſatiable Curioſity for Novels or Romances : _ Infa- 


tuated with a Sort of Knight errantry, we draw theſe 
fictitious Characters into a real Exiſtence ; and thus, 
pleaſingly deluded, we find ourſelves as warmly i in- 


tereſted, and deeply affected by the imaginary Scenes 
of 
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of Arcadia, the wonderful Atchievements of Don 
Virote, the merry Conceits of Sancho, rural Inno- 
cence of a Joſeph Andrews, or the inimitable Virtues 
of Sir Charles Grandiſen, as if they were real, and 
thoſe romantic Heroes had experienced the capricious 
Fortunes attributed to them by the fertile Invention 
of the Writers. 
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uber of this Kind have indeed one Ad- 
vantage; that, as they are the Works of F ancy, the 
Author, like a Painter, may ſo colour, decorate, and 
embelliſh them, as moſt agreeably flatter our Humour, 
and molt highly promiſe to entertain, captivate, and 
enchant the Mind. * 


But to balance this, it may be offered in Recom- 
mendation of the Lives of Perſons who have really 
made their Appearance on the Stage of the World, 
that their Actions are better ſuited to inform, and 
1 give us juſter Notions of ourſelves, as they are Ori- 
3 ginals, and preſent the Eye with the Proſpect of | 
1 human Nature, taken from Life, and not extended 
3 beyond theLimitsof Credibility and Truth. The one, 
like falſe Coin, is rather calculated to deceive, than 
profit us; whilſt the other, like current Gold, is of 
intrinſic Value, and may, with greater Certainty, 
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be diſpoſed of, or applied to ou our Service and 
Emolument. et de eee, 
Thus the famous Amours of Anthony And biene 
tra, having a true Foundation, will more effectually 
impreſs the fatal Conſequences of a mad intoxicated 
Lover, and a falſe inſinuating Woman, than may be 
expected from the moſt admired or accompliſhed 
Novels; and the Diſtreſſes of a virtuous Ofavia 
will excite a more laſting Senfibility of Pity or Re- 
lentment, than can be indulged from the moſt pa- 
thetic Deſcriptions of Romance. For in the latter | 
the Reader ſeldom ſo far forgets himſelf, as not to 
recolle& that the Characters are imaginary and 
feigned ; whereas the former, like true Mirrours, re- 
flect the real Images of our Peres. 5 
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Theſe ſuperior nn of real Characters 
induced the Author of the Lives of Cleopatra and 
OHavia to ſelect the moſt intereſting Parts of their 
10 Hiſtories for the Entertainment of the Public. But 
. as the modern Reliſh for Works of Imagination 
1 would almoſt tempt her to deſpair of Approbation, 
without ſome Mixture of Romance, ſhe has, in 

Complaiſance to this Taſte, introduced the Lives of 
Wn thoſe Ladies, as ſuppoſed to have been delivered by 
8 them- 
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themſelves in the Shades below. By which Me- 
thod the Reader may at leaſt expect a more impar- 
tial, diſtin, and exact Narrative of their ſeveral 
Adventures, and of the Motives they were influ- 
enced by; unleſs he is ſo inveterately prejudiced in 
Disfavour of the Fair-ſex, as to preſume, with the | - 
ill-natured Satyriſt, That a Woman is not to be cre- "0 
dited, any more than truſted, tho' dead. 


The Author begs Leave to account for her Inter- 
view with thoſe Heroines, as Homer, Virgil, Arifto- 
Pbanes, Lucan, and others, have on the like Occaſion, 
through the Aſſiſtance of an Eaſtern Sorcerer or Ma- 
gician, who conveyed her to the gloomy Realms of 
Pluto, and by his Intereſt at Court, prevailed on that 
grand Monarch to command thoſe celebrated Shades 
to give her a faithful Detail of their Lives, during 
their Abode on Earth. There was no diſputing his 
Orders ; and the only Shadow the i imperious Queen 
of Egypt retained of her former Royalty, was, the 
Permiſſion granted her to take Place of Octavia, in 
the Recital of her Story, which ſhe didin the tollow- 


ing Manner, + 
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C LE O PAT RA. 
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ARD is the Taſk you have impoſed on 

me; not only to recount with Imparti- 

@&; ality and Faithfulneſs the Hiſtory of my 

Sz own Lite, but likewiſe to reveal thoſe ſe- 2, 
cret Motives of my Actions, which were once ſo little 
known to myſelf, that I was almoſt as much the 
Object of my own Deceit, as were either of my pow- 
erful Lovers. The Knowlege of theſe Motives is 
not to be attained without the deepeſt RefleQion.---- 

Indeed, the firſt Impulſe of the human Mind is fre- 

_ quently fo very foreign to the Action it afterwards 

7 produces, 5 
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produ ces, and ſo very unlike the Colours Where 
we repreſent that Action to ourſelves, that it is often 
impoſſible for us, by any Reflection, to be acquaint- 
ed with all the Secrets of our Souls, whilſt impriſon- 
ed in the Body, and blinded by Paſſion. However, 
I am at preſent poſſeſſed of this Knowlege, and ſhall 
obey your irreſiſtible Command, in giving you a 
true Picture of myſelf ;- and hogs is it, that I am 
now diveſted of Vanity, ſince I ſhall here have fo 
little Opportunity to Hatter and gratify that inſatiable 


Paſſion. 


Nothing remarkable paſſed in my Infancy; only 
as I was born a Princeſs, my Father being King of 
Egypt, the Reſpect and Diſtance with which I was 
treated, inſtilled very early into my Mind the No- 
tion, that to pleaſe myſelf was the ſole Buſineſs of 
my Life, and that ways one around me was born to 
be my Slave. 


* * two o Brothers, and a r but being my- 
ſelf the Eldeſt, and my Father entertaining an ap- 
parent Prejudice in my Favour, I uſed theſe with all 
the Infolence the high Conceit of my Merit could 
dictate or ſuggeſt. 


In 


In t 3 as 1 was ay" of a Diſpoſition. fo 
ſelfiſh as to direct every Perſon, and to center every 
Deſire within the narrow Compaſs of my own Gra- 
tification; and as this Talent was likewiſe improved 
by Education, my elevated Fancy (even whilſt I was 
yet very young) looked upon the reſt of Mankind 
with the utmoſt Contempt; and I conſidered them 
as no more capable of Feeling, than if they were 
inanimate.— The Pleaſures or Pains of others were 
to me of ſo little Importance, that I lived as if I had 
been the only Creature on Earth who had any Sen- 
ſation. And yet, had Mankind been ſounſuſceptible 
of Pleaſure or Pain, how ſhould I have been diſap- 
pointed in purſuing my Revenge on thoſe who in 
any manner piqued my Pride, in not paying me the 
Adoration which 1 thou St * Due. | 

When my Naber eule 15 died, be left 
his Crown to me and my Brother Prolomy Dionyſius, 
whom, according to the Egyptian Cuſtom, I was to 
marry. But Pothinus, Achillas, and Theodotus, three 
Men of ambitious Spirits (who waated to divide 
between them all the Power and Revenues of the 
Kingdom) had got my Brother into their Hands. 
He by their Advice raiſed fuch a Force to aſſiſt 
| Te in the civil Wars between him and Cefar, as 
C engaged 
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engaged Pompey, by a Decree of the Senate, to give 
the Crown of Egypt wholly to my ee. An 
yet this Pompey after the Battle o 


fled to my rother for Refuge 9 the Purſuits 
of Cæſar, was murdered on the Egyptian Shore by 
the Intrigues of thoſe very Men, who had adviſed 
the levying Troops for his Aſſiſtance, Relief. 
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I rejoiced in Pompey s De: 
Revenge, always predominant in me. For Pride: 
my darling Paſſion was injured, when any Man 
preſumed, to be m his is one Exam ple 
of what I above obſerved of its being impoſſible. 
whilſt alive, to be appriſed of all the Motives of our 
Actions; ; fince this Was a Secret no Refle 
then have acquain ed. me with. Man 


o 
N 


Inſtances of which will recur in who Sequel of this. 


Relation. Re bk 


. When C ar, after the Death of Pompey, came to 
Alexandria, I, with my Siſter Arf noe, was in Syria 
raiſing Troops in order to recover my Crown, But 
as ſoon as I heard the Conqueror was in Egypt, I 
reſolved to haſten tithe, and eget my. own. Cauſe: 
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| it proved aptcebbite to bor 
ear; tho ough he gave Audience to * Agents, 


etermined noth ing till my lBt Ts 
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er 


Arfinoe, ind my younger Brother, obtained an 
eaſy Admittance into Alexandria; but Achillas, my — 
' Brothe: er's 


by, => ** 


eneral, jealous that I was come to claim 
imfelf, and his Acco plices had 
le Precaution inder n 
However, as the Succeſs of Ws 
on Stratagem, they in vain en 
te and prevent it. My Delight in . 
ching ers was ſo great, that putting me on 

the Inventiot of Ar 

Opportunity of gratifying my na 
. and of exerciſing my moſt favourite Talent. 


| Accompamiec ore by Apollidorus the Sici= 

lian, I got into a' little Skiff, or Galley, and in'the 

uſk of the Evening landed near the Palace. 

— ns und it would be very difficult to gain 
— without Diſcovery ; yet, being reſolved 

= — it, I placed myſelf © on a Feather-bed ;' 

bollodorus, bin ling up togethe her with the 

ing, carried on his Back, with me therein con- 

C 2 cealed 


12 


he LIFE of 


2 cheengh the Caſtle Gates into Car! s Apart- 


Cæſar, pleaſed with the Ingenuity of the 
eee and charmed with the Air in which I 
ſuddenly ſtarted up, and preſented myſelf to his 
Sight, from that Moment became my Lover. Pt 


I ſhall. not here relate 4 Manner wherein. I 
managed Cz/ar's. Paſſion, nor the Arts made uſe of 


by me to work and engage him to my. Deſigns, as 
there will be ſo much to offer on that Subject in the 
Account I ſhall have Occaſion to give of my In- 
trigues with Mark Anthony. My Invention, improved 
by Experience, then ſhone in its higheſt Luſtre ;, and 
therefore, to avoid needleſs Repetitions, I. ſhall at 


preſent only mention. ſuch Matters of Fact as are 


proper for your Information. 


Czfar at. firſt returned me my Crown to the: 
entire Excluſion of my Brother; yet afterwards, in 
order to appeaſe. the. . he placed him 
in. Partnerſhip. with me on the Egyptian Throne. 
Achillas being: diſguſted, his Ambition excited him 
to raiſe new. Commotions, wherein. he had. the Ad- 
dreſs to engage Pzolomy Dionyſius to, conſpire with 
him. However, Cz/ar,. after ſeveral Engagements, 
in. a. deciſive Battle obtained fo compleat a Victory, 
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that Prolomy was obliged to ſeck Refuge by Flight; 
but in endeavouring to gain his Ships on the River. 


- 


Mile was drowned in the Attempt. 


+ 
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On this Event Ciſar joined my younger Brother, 
a Prince of eleven Years old, in the royal Dignity with 
me: And Cæſar himſelf continued my Gueſt near a 
'Twelvemonth, All. this Time we indulged the 


* 


utmoſt Profuſion of Luxury, that my own, or the 
Invention of any of my Courtiers could diate, or 


the Power of Cz/ar could execute. | 


„ 
4 1 1 


201 e Expiration: of the Year; a neceſſary War 
engaged my Lover to depart. The Separation ſat 
heavy on my Mind, as L looked on the Conqueſt 
over Cæſar's Affections to be highly worthy. my. moſt 
aſſiduous Endeavours to preſerve. _ Fain. would. I: 
have: accompanied him; and fuch was the tender 
Fondneſs he expreſſed towards me, that he would 
have gladly conſented, had not his Soldiers peremp- 
torily inſiſted on his. leaving me behind. It would 
be needleſs to intimate the Good-will.L entertained 
for. theſe Soldiers; tho' it was ſome Satisfaction to 
ebſerve that it was Cz/ar, and not me, they diſobeyed. 
And. I was alſo. not a little pleaſed with their Jealouſy 
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of my Power over 
Conduct ſo plainly avowed. . 

Soon after his Departure I was brought to-bed O 
a Son; whom, in Honour to Cz/ar, 
Permiſſion, I called Cæſarion. 91 iT x 
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On his Return to Nome, Cefar had my. Image 
placed next to that of Venus in the Temple he had 
built and dedicated to this Goddeſs of Beauty. As 
ſoon as informed of the Adoration he remembered me 
with I defired Leave to attend him at Rome. He 
granted my Requeſt, and I took my Brother along 
with. me. ſar allotted me an Apartment 1 in his 
own Palace, and was ſo open in his as 
as attentive to my Pleaſures, 
Offence: to the Romans; and particularly in reſpect 
to Calphurniay his Wife. However, my Triumph 
over his Heart was ſo nm 
could have 
rere 
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eir Commander, which their 


by his 
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1 Wife. I accordingly complied with his. Ad- 


vice, and returned to Egypt, loaded with magnificent 
Pygſents. N | 1 
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leaving my Brother behind. I was apprehenſive 
that as he grew older, he would claim his Share in 
the Government of my Kingdom; and therefore, 

| to prevent this Conſequence, I contrived to have. him 
iſoned at Rome, where, as he was a Strange 
be better concealed than in 
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On my Arrival at Alexandria, the firſt News I. 
heard, was the Cæſar in the Senate 
by Brutus, and his Accomplices, A 
 availing Sorrow appeared to me fruitleſs ; and 
erefore all the Reſpect ' th | 
this mighty Hero, was an 

| with the eldeſt Son of his 
Pompey. I imagined, now Cz/ar was no more, that 
the Family of Pompey. would in all likelihood 
flouriſh again at Rome; and ſo that it was my Intereſt 

to cultivate the Friendſn 


trious Famil 
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My Precaution ſuggeſted to me the Policy of 
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| ha the G7 * between the Murderers of 
Cæſar, and the Avengers of that Murder, it was my 
Study to keep in Favour with both Parties; for the 
promoting of which Deſign, whilſt I diſpatched 
Troops to the Aſſiſtance of Dolabella in Syria, I 
_ commanded Serapion my Lieutenant in D to 


declare for Caſſius. e 


But after the celebrated Battle of Philippi, when 
Auguſtus C. eſar and Mark Anthony were in Fact 
Maſters of the World (although they allowed the 
feeble-ſpirited Lepidus the Name of a Triumvir) An- 
thony came into Cilicia, and fent Dellius to ſummon 
me to appear in Perſon before him, in order to juſtify 
myſelf from the Accuſation of "_ aſſiſted the 
Enemies of Ceſar. 


As ſoon as Dellius Kid made me acquainted with 
the Commands of Anthony, 1 was immediately ſtruck 
with the pleaſing Thought of the fortunate Oppor- 
tunity I ſhould have of enſnaring the amorous Tri- 
umvir by thoſe artful Wiles which Experience had 
ſo much improved; and which had long ago been 
ſtrong enough to entangle the great and mighty ; 


Ceſar. 
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I aſked Dellius many Queſtions concerning Anthony, 
with an Air of anxious Sorrow and particular Concern, 
ft I ſhould: any-ways appear to have offended him. 
\t the ſame time I alſo put on a languiſhing Look, 


which aſſion of Dellius. He, to 
aſſuage my Trouble, begged Leave to aſſure me, that 


my perſonal Charms would be an ample Protection 
againſt! the Reſentment of Anthony; who, he was 


very confident, would have far greater Occaſion to 
be apprehenſive of the dan ne endency of 


viewing 


* 


Ceſar and ang had ind eed already con na | 


me, that the Power 0 my own Charms was ſuffi- 
cient to encourage me to give the Words of Dellius 
an eaſy Credit. From this Moment I looked on 
Anthony as my Prey, and was ſure of conquering him. 
I diſmiſſed Dellius with Preſents, and humble Meſ- 
ſages to his Lord; promiſing to obey his Commands, 
as ſoon as I had ſettled what was neceſſary for my 
Departure CC 
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At the Time of my diſmiſſing Dellius, I had 


taken care to ſet off my Perſon to the beſt Advan- 


tage. No Art, no Ornament, no Grace was omitted, 


that might leave a ſtrong Impreſſion of my Accom- 
pliſhments 
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18 
pliſhments 1 in the Mind of 


looked, and ſpoke, 


fections though 


to behold. 


ſhould repreſent and paint me in | ſuch amia 
Colours to Anthony, as would make him impatient 


as if I deſigned. to gain his Af. 
d; chat he 


Original of ſo fair a Picture. Kings 


and Emperors, who could lay at my Feet Crowns 


and Sceptres, were 
_ Spirit, and boundleſs Ambition. It was 
e Third Part, or rather of Half the World, 


againſt whom I played the A 


Sharer of 


ſole Objects of my elevated 
| bony, 


all the perſonal or — — which 
were ever divided at 


r 1. 


— 
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waited his Nod, ſeemed 
as Slaves to 55 Will, 
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n 3 8 


Bus was gone, 22 Im: 
rough the Variety 
Power of Anthony could inveſt me with. The many 
Kings and Princes, who, I was informed, attended 
in Aſa. Anthony's Levee, and 
now to my extravagant Fa 
and Dependents on my capricious Humour. 
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however reſolved to be ſlow in ſetting out 4 
on my — as firſt to be appriſed whether ä 
Dellius had, according to my Expectations, raiſed in 7 | g 
any eager Deſire of ſeeing me. I therefore 
till frequent and reiterated Meſſages were ä 
ſent to demand my Appearance. At laſt the impor- 
tant Day came, on which my Fate depended- 1 1 
he Confidence indeed I had placed in my own 
harms was ſo prevalent, that my Hopes of Succeſs 1 
greatly outweighed and overbalanced my Fears. = 


* 


1. Aman what I thought the neceſſary Preparations fl 
Money, - Gifts; and valuable Ornaments ; but in = 
my own Perſon lay my chief Aſſurance. It was | 1 
therefore this I was-moſt ſollicitous to adorn in ſuch | 
zination flattered me would, with | 
moſt likelihood, engage and conquer the 
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Galley; the Head of which ſhined wit id Gold 


The Sails were of Purple Silk: The Oars were Silver, 
mich beat Time to the F lutes and Hautboys. I 


Wade: and I was drefled as the Goddeſs Ferus 108 
is uſually repreſented. Beautiful young Boys, ikke J 
8 upids, | 


o 
* 


6 
. ˙ et ns - 


be ——— 


"= 


- 
% 
. 
£ 
* 
, * 
* \ 
" = 
% 
, * % 
*% 
+ 
+ 4 N 
1 4 * * 
2 0 
— OY ) 
OY 8 
«8 © 
WW l 


I 


, — 


„„ *» your Ao * 


— — — EY 


—ä— na 


r b 3 ' ; _ 
” 
» Fam y q - 15 * » 
my - * — - — a SY - »1 4 LES * 
BIEN — . * >.” — 1 3 1 8 RET * by : 2 
— e FF IT rrom_ * Neue — l FE 1 * eats yh 
A . , * * ; _ — 
* u * 2 — * A 
es l e 5 2 — 


A pie far n 
- 8 


Pn 


20 Tr LIFE off 


Cupids, ſtood on each Side to fan mer My Maids 
were attired like Sea-nymphs and Graces; ſome 
ſteering the Rudder; ſome working at the Ropes. 
The Perfumes diffuſed their Fragrancy from the 
Veſſel to the Shore. How did my Heart leap for 


Joy, when I beheld that Shore covered with Multi- 
tudes of People, who ran out of the City to view fo 


uncommon a Sight! It ſeemed to me that I was 
received in Triumph; for Anthony was left alone, 
ſitting in the Forum on his Tribunal ; whilſt all his 
Attendants flocked round Cleopaira, as their Queen. 


As I paſſed along, I heard a Rumour that Yenus was 


come to feaſt with Bacchus, for the common Good 


and Security «ot. oa andrea e 
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” As Gon as landed, Authony ſent me an Invitation 


keeping up the Dignity of the Queen, and by exact- 


to Supper. I conſidered ſome Moments what Ar 
ſwer to return; for I knew it was neceſſary to be very 
circumſpe& concerning the firſt Interview. I had 
Art enough to be ſenſible on what Trifles ſome- 
times depends a Woman's 8 griding / or Joh: A 


Cone veſt.” "RL. IG Th * 
c - | * 's % * 4 # e E 1 
4 ; | 


—. 


e Situation was n that [ dad; not nab 
refuſe Anthony's Requeſt; and yet I thought, that by 
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ing the Reſpect due to a Woman, I ſhould be moſt 
likely to dazzle him with my firſt Appearance. I 
feared that by paying too haſty an Obedience to his 
firſt Summons,' I ſhould leſſen the Awe which m 
Beauty might otherwiſe inſpire ; and which ſeemed 
equally proper to engage his Love, and to flatter 
my own Pride. As I wanted to make him think 
my Heart a greater Prize than any Kingdoms he 
could conquer, I took all poſſible Care to preſerve 
my Dignity, and to raiſe at leaſt a Shew of 
Difficulty in the Conqueſt. Inſtead, therefore, of 
attending him on his Summons, I ſent him an An- 
ſwer, That altho' as a Raman Senator, and as the 
greateſt Man on Earth, he might demand Attend- 
ance from all the Potentates in the World; yet, as 

a2 Woman and a Stranger, I hoped the brave Mark- 
Anthony would fo far indulge my Requeſt, as to. 
honour me firſt with his noble Preſence. 


The Emperor politely. obliged me by his Com 
pliance; ; and I had nothing to do but to Prepare for 
his Reception; which I gave Orders for, with all 
the Elegance the Shortneſs of the Time would 
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plaineſt of theſe ſtood firſt ; and thence every Step 
he took, Beauties of a more exquifits Kind, and more 


2 To EPFPB of 


I cat sel every thing as much as poſlible t to 
weaken and enervate the Mind, and to make war- 
ton Pleaſures the moſt deſirable. Soft Muſic was 
properly adapted to raiſe and ſooth the Paſſions. 

A Number of Branches, with Lights in them, inge- 
joe diſpoſed, fome in Squares, and ſome in Circles, 
were let down at his firft Entrance. Birds alſo were 
perched amongft the Branches, which, deceived by 
the Splendour of the Light, chirrupped and 82 as 
if it had been ror $15 h 


On each Side as he paſſed were plated beautiful 
Women, adorned to the beſt Advantage. The 5 


richly dreſſed, attracted his Eyes. This I contrived 


to excite in his Mind an Idea of the Gradation of 


Beauty from the loweſt to the higheſt Degree; and 
ſo certain was I of the Pre-eminence of my Charms, 
that the Charms of no other Woman were capable of 
giving me the leaſt Jealouſy or Suſpicion ; and I 


always took care to have the moſt celebrated Beau- 


ties about my Perſon; where they ſerved as a con- 
ſtant Offering to my Pride, by ſhewing me, in -Y 
own Opinion, how much I excelled the faireſt of my 


Sex. 


. 


"0 


and 


I placed myſelf in a penfive Poſture, with my 
Head reclining on my Hand, in ſuch a Poſition that 
ht ſee me, whilſt he knew not that I 

could behold him. The firſt Moment it was appa- 
rent that I faw him, I roſe with an Air of ſuch. Alert- 
neſs, to meet and welcome my Gueſt, that my Foot 
ſlipped, as it were by Accident, and I fell, on my 
ces. Anthony flew to raiſe me; and as ſoon as it 
might be thought I could recover the Fright, which 
fected to be in at my Fall, I thanked him, and 
ſaid, I hoped this Accident, at our firſt Interview, 
was a good Omen, that by his Strength he would 
ſupport a Woman's Weakneſs, and defend a Queen 
who reſigned herſelf to his Power. 
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It is ſcarce to be credited how good an Effect tha: 


. 


little Trick (trifling as it may appear) had on the 
Mind of Anthony. I read my Succels in his Eyes, and 
inwardly. applauded my own Wiſdom. ,, My Fall 

right moved his Pity 5 whilſt the Turn I gave 
it raiſed his Admiration, and at the ſame time re- 
minded bim of. his own Greatneſs. He little ima- 
gined how this was in Reality an Omen, that by 
Tricks and Deceit I ſhould rule him for the Remain- 
der of his Life. The Emperor ſupported me by the 
Arm (for I ſtill pretended could not walk without 
Aſſiſtance) 


i ; KX Ws an | 1 a R 
; * 4 > * * 6 * | N 


Aſſiſtance) and led me to a Chair af State, which I 
had prepared for him. In this he placed me, ſeem- 
ingly againſt my Will; r indeed nene egal 


have pleaſed n me more. | | 


He fat by r me; oY 1 bad had Experience eu 
in the Ways of Men, clearly to perceive that I had 
ſucceeded even beyond my warmeſt Hopes. Anthony | 
was aſtoniſhed and captivated with my Charms. His 
Voice faultered; his Words broke forth in trembling 
Accents ; and he ſeemed at once to fear and to 
adore me: 

The n which poſſeſſed my Mind at ſeeing 
myſelf thus Miſtreſs of the very Soul of Autbony, were 
inexpreſſible ; and it would be a vain Taſk to pre- 
tend a Deſcription of them. I omitted no one Art 
in my Power to increaſe his Flame ; for as I had 
no Paſſion for him, my Judgment was cool, and 
enabled me to turn his Paſſions to my own Advan- 
tage as I pleaſed. Cæſar, it is true, had loved me as 
a Woman ; but Anthony ſeemed to worſhip me as a 
Goddeſs; theref ore I was better pleaſed with Anthony; 
thou oh if I gave Preference to the Perſon of either, it 
was to that of 9 3 | 
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The next Night Anthony invited me to Supper; 
| 38 I then fixed my Chains ſo ſtrongly on him, as 
put it out of his Power ever to looſen them again. 
He informed me, that whilſt he ſerved in Egypt 
under Gabinius, my. Youth and Beauty had exerted 
all their Force over his Heart ; but as he was at that 
Time in a Station which — him deſpair of Succeſs, 
and as he had no Means of declaring his Paſſion, he 
was obliged to ſtifle it ; but that the Impreſſion he 
then received was the Cauſe of his being now ſo 


e deſirous of beholding me. 


It was true, that Anthony $ Station, when he was 
in Egypt with Gabinius, placed him much below 
my. Notice; but yet I now thought proper to per- 
ſuade him, 8 the curſory View I then had of 
him, was ſufficient to engage my Heart, and make 
our Deſire of ſeeing each other reciprocal. The 
Improbability of this Story was no Bar to Auibonys 
Belief of it: Nay, on the contrary, the more aſto- 
niſhing it was, with the more Eagerneſs did he ſeem 


to give it Credit. 


* o 


"© ſoon as. 1 Was convinced my Conqueſt was 
ſecure, with all the Wit and Pleaſantry I was Miſ- 
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treſs of, I demanded Rewards of Anthony for the 
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Aſſiſtance 1 had ſent Dolabella; not mentioning 
a Word that my Lieutenant in Cyprus had declared 
for Caſſius : For when I was ſatisfied Autlony dwelt 
on the Words of the Speaker, without conſidering 
the Matter ſpoken, I dropped or added what Cir- 

cumſtances I pleaſed, An Artifice I made uſe of 
ever afterwards, i in my Intercourſe with the amor- 


ous Triumvir. | 


* Aiithony was very apt to place a full Confidence 
in the Integrity of others: A fine Diſpoſition to be 
managed by a Woman he liked! He was naturally 

ſincere, though ſomewhat flow of Apprehenſion; 

but as ſoon as he was made ſenſible of his Faults, - 
much troubled, and ready to aſk Pardon of thoſe he 

had offended. This was true of him in general; 

how then would he fawn and cringe when he had 

offended his Miſtreſs! It was impoſſible for a 

Woman of my Pride or Ambition to have met with 

a Lover more ſuited to W her Inclinations. 


His Raillery was very fn. but the Rage 60 it 
was taken off, and rendered inoffenſive, by his ſuffer- 
ing any Kind of Repartee; for he was as well con- 


tented to be handſomely rallied, as he was to rally 


others. This Diſpoſition was the beſt calculated for 
Treachery 
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Treachery to work on; for the Freedoms that were 
taken with him, on his own Permiſſion, he imagined 
aroſe from open Honeſty ; ; and therefore could 
not fear Deecit from thoſe who dealt thus free! y with 
him. Beſides, this Kind of Half. ſatire is one of the 
no refined F latteries, when it is made uſe of to thoſe 
whoſe Power over us is acknowleged; as it plainly 
conveys the higheſt Compliment to the Perſons who 
condeſcend willingly to grant ſuch Liberties to 


- * 


* * 


great Uſe was made of this Liberty 
in Buſineſs of Importance; ; for, upon examining any 
' Difficulty, his Flatterers ordered their Affairs fo as 
they might ſeem not to yield to him out of Com- 

laiſance, but becauſe he had a Reach above, and a 


Penetration ſuperior to, others. . 


Anthony was, as I have ſaid, naturally of a very 
open Diſpoſition ; and this being improved by Love, 
could ſcarce fail of producing his Ruin, when his 
Love had once enſlaved him to a Woman of Art; 
who conſidered him only as the Means of ſatisfyi 
her Ambition, or indulging her capricious Humour, 
without having Affection enough for him to make 
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his Intereſt, his Honour, or his Happineſs, Points 
_ worthy her Conſideration. i 


Such then was his F: ate at dt For notwith- 
| ſtanding all the Appearance of Fondneſs which I 
put on, and which I acted to a degree of Perfection 
that muſt have impoſed on any Man, who was in 

Reality what I affected to be; and notwithſtanding 
"all my warm Expreſſions, which carried Love up to 
Extravagance, and almoſt to Madneſs ; I had, in 
plain T ruth, no other Value for this great Hero, than 
as he was the Means of my Power, and the Inſtru- 
ment of uy NE. .. by | 


- The firſt thing I did, as ſoon as I perceived my un- 
limited Sway! over Anthony, was, as much as poſlible, 
to ſet him and all his Friends at Variance; for I 
knew his Friends muſt be my Enemies ; as they, 
not being blinded by Love, as he was, would per- 
ceive my Intentions of continually deceiving him. 
Beſides, I conſidered that J ſhould have double the 
Trouble to perſuade him to follow my Advice, 
whilſt he converſed with others who would be perpe- 
tually perſuading him to a the contrary Part, And 
as I did not care to truſt him to the Converſation of 
thoſe who were really his Friends, ſo I did not chuſe 

that 


J 


7 * 1 o N 
7 . b ' — 

% . 8 8 5 F, * 4 
„ F + "Fa. — 4 * 1 * 5 1 
* , * . mw 1 * . * T's Ye ads. td N fi * EL i , 2 5 8 Fc." Ws NY * 

= * "4 _ ; 2 * 5 8 22 ccc i ' » RES" lh .. ann ee ee e i te . nnn ©. cr Lak as * 2234 Sia Jews 5 ND 

\ 0 0 7 2 6 45 i «T Ce * — LO Ne had 1 ama th 4 Iomay;” oy . * A „ N . . kn ad 
, . * 4 1:0 hee Dive gg x 8 . 4 by * * 
1 8 #K : 
- 
F ; | 5 


that he ſhould have too frequent Opportunities of 
"= with himſelf. = | 


.* 
— 


wy oe placed therefore all my own Creatures about 
him ; and thus, inſtead of fearing Oppoſition, I was 
days ſecure of having my Counſel well ſeconded, 
by thoſe who were as indifferent as myſelf to any ill 
Conſequences which might attend Anthony from fol- 


blowing i * . 


. * 


For Example ; Anthony was ſomewhat haſty in his 
Nane and if ever that drove him to be unreaſon- 
able to another, I was ſure to throw the Blame in the 
wrong Place, in order to juſtify and bring him into 
good Humour with himſelf; till he admired my 
Judgment, and was in Raptures at my Love for him. 
On the contrary, if any one dared to offend me, or 
even not to pay that Deference to my Dignity I 
thought it deſerved (which, by the way, was almoſt 
impoſſible), I made Antbony abuſe and treat them 
ill, only becauſe it was my Pleaſure it ſhould be ſo: 
Nor did he even preſume to aſk what was the Nature 
of their Offence ; becauſe he knew that would put 
me out of Humour, and I ſhould reproach him with 


not having Faith enough in my Underſtanding to 
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tend on my FORT 4 ditioguiting en 
from Wrong. 


Thus he returned a little F lattery, which coſt me 
85 8 by ſoothing my Humour, at the Expence 


of his Friendſhip, his Honour, his Juſtice, and his 


Underſtanding. But what ſealed him moſt firmly 
my Slave, was his greedy Love of Pleaſure ; for as 
my Smiles were his Satisfaction, and my Frowns his 
Torment, this placed him quite in my Power ; 
ſince I could inflict the latter, or indulge him in the 
former, juſt according to my ambitious Will. And 
as I had fo little Love for him, that any Sufferings of 
his could not move me 'to ee ( (nay, on- the 


reverſe, when he ſuffered on the account of my ill 


Humour, the Power of making him ſuffer gave me 
Delight), I could command myſelf to plague or row 
him, quit in Proportion as I thought neceſſary to 


bring about my own Purpoſe : For whilſt he was in 


Agonies, I was unconcerned; and conſidered only to 
what Advantage I could turn ſuch his Agonies and 
tumultuous Paſſions. 2 


* 


My Reflections on Anthony's paſt Conduct gave me 
Leave to hope, with great Reaſon, for my Succeſs with 


him in any Wickedneſs I had an Inclination to per- 


| petrate ; 


xetrate;; for whatever 
originally be endowed with, he had ſo long accuſtom- 
ed himſelf to follow the Bent of his Humour, without 
any Regard to the Juſtice or Injuſtice of his Actions, 
that he was the fitteſt Inſtrument I could have found 
to carry my pernicious Schemes into Practice. This 
his having a Hand in the cruel Proſcription at Rome, 
aſter the Death of Cz/ar, and eſpecially the Murder 
of Cicero (a Man who had gained the general 
Eſteem of his Countrymen), ſufficiently proved ; and 
I was reſolved to make uſe of my Knowlege of his 


* 
mA 


Character. N F 


The firſt Action of any Importance by which 
exerciſed my Authority, as I may properly call it, 
over Anthony, was the pre 
th my Siſter Ar ſinoe; which I effected, without 


even aſking him to do it, in the Manner following. 


* 


Agne was my younger Siſter; and to her, in 


ſoned, as has been already related) was formerly 
allotted the Kingdom of Cyprus by Cæſar. „ 


* 


* 


The Character of Ar ſinoe was unexceptionable; 
and I never heard her mentioned without great En- 
e HBHRIKE comiums 


ng on him to put to 


Conjunction with my younger Brother (whom I poi- - 
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comiums on her Goodneſs, as one Inſtance of her 
Happineſs. | This, beſides that J wanted her King- 


dom, ſtung me to the Soul with Envy; and J could 
enjoy no Quict whilſt ſhe was alive. A tit 

Anthony, for a Week together, found me. fre- 
quently in Tears ; and all he could get from me 
was ſome Story I had invented of Arjinoe, as if ſhe 
intended by Treachery to take away my Life, be- 


cauſe I was ſo happy as to pleaſe him. This I did 


ſo often, that at laſt Anthony, who would ſooner have 
ſacrificed the whole World, than have ſeen me in 
continual Diſcontent, * in a Rage, and ordered 


Ln noe to be W |; 


When Ane told me 1 hs had — uni altho 
I was in myſelf much pleaſed, yet I fell into the moſt 
violent Paſſion imaginable ; and, to prove my Good 
neſs, ſaid, that though Arſinoe had plotted againſt 
my Life, yet I could have forgiven her: That I did 
not intend he ſhould have known what vexed me; 


but he inſiſted on it; and I could deny him nothing: 


That I did. not ee would have made ſo bar- 
barous an Uſe of my Confidence in him, as to 


deſtroy my only Siſter, Then I ſtamped, - cried, 
and ſhewed all the Marks of Agony I could poſſibly 


deviſe; 
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deviſe ; © whilſt Autbony ſubmitted, begged Pardon, 

and tried every Method he could invent to appeafe 
my Anger. I carried this as far as it would bear, 

| till I faw his Patience at an End; and he began, in 
his Turn, to ſtorm, and rave, and rail, at Women. 

hen I knew: he was: provoked ; for, whenever I 


diſpleaſed him, to avoid directly abuſing me, which 


his Love would not permit him to do, his Rage 
| vented itſelf on Women. However, I did not 
venture to urge him farther at this Time, but ſmiled 
him into Peace. I made him believe my exceſſive 
| _ Grief for my Siſter prevented me from duly reflecting, 
that nothing but a Senſe of my Danger had inſpired 

him to do what I had, perhaps, unjuſtly condemned; 
ſince, though my Siſter was dearer to me than my 
own Life, I was convinced my Life was, if poſſible, 
dearer to him. Then, with a Sigh, and looking at 
him with an Air of great Tenderneſs, I added, My 
Anthony ſees how induftrious I am to find an Excuſe 
for him; and if I could find none, he.was ſenſible I 
muſt e; but as he knew the Exceſs of my 
Love and Weakneſs, I hoped he would uſe his 
unlimited Power over my Heart with Gentleneſs and 
Mercy, and not triumph over his Conqueſt, 
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that Fulvia his Wife maintained 


eme againſt Caſar; j and the Parthian 
were aſſembled in Maſapotamia, under the 


of Labienus, and were ready to enter 
but in deſpite of all Motives that Antbon 


to the c 6 


ook led him in Triumph into 
227 him there like a Captive, 
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Although (as my Deſign was to be e pd of the 


which A anthony COU 
r baffling thoſe Deſigns, to 
Intereſt ; yet had I very 
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prevent his following 


_ concluſive Reaſons for keeping him with me at this 
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could not cure him of his Loye. 
chief Reaſons that made his Wife Fulvia ſo eager to 
proſecute the Nau was the Hopes of 
nore the Loſs 


Slave, than, his Ruin. 1 cared not for bis Intereſt, 
' 1 F 2 A but 
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but as I myſelf MOT be the better for it; and, 

conſequently, thought the Loſs of a Battle might be 
recovered again; but if I parted: with him; and 
ſhould loſe his Affections, F might ſuffer 'what would 
have been to me the greateſt of all Miſeries, the 
hearing of his Succeſs and Happineſs, whilſt I could 
not ſhare it. I therefore determined to keep him at 
Alexandria, let what would be the Conſequenc ce. 

To this End I invented all the Sports and Diverſions 

I could think on, to employ his Time, and make him 
forget every thing but the preſent Pleaſures, | | 


1 inſtituted a Kind of Order, to which 1 gave the 
N. ame of the Tnimitable Life, and we of the Order 
were called the Inimitable Livers. e ee 


The firſt and grand Rule of this Order, was to 
contrive ſuch Variety of Amuſements and Delights, 
as might take up our whole Time, and prevent all 
Thou ght or Reflection from darin 8 to intrude u dien 


w 


or interrupt, our Fleaſur = 


This was directly aimed at Anthony; , as I e 
his thinking i in a ſerious Manner muſt prove fatal to 


my Schemes, I therefore did all I could to enliven 
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1 
Do OP = 
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a 
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Imaginat „and to gratify his Senſes, that he 

might have no Uſe of his Judgment; for as my 
Views were all ſelfiſb, without any Regard for him, 
gment and his Friends were my chiefeſt 
and therefore I was reſolved to be 


with, and exclude them from, F 


, 
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In thoſe Hours when Anthony was moſt ſerious, 
or in thoſe: wherein he was moſt diſpoſed to Mirth, 
I could accommodate myſelf to his Humour in ſuch 
a Manner as I knew moſt ſuitable to maintain m 
abſolute Power over him. I continually accompanie | 
im; played at-Dice, drank, hunted with him, and 
when he was. exerciſing in Arms I was always by 
him; called him my Heftor, Alexander, Hercules, 
and hs, all the Name of the Heroes or Gods of 
Antiquity, We dreſſed ourſelves in the Faſhion of 
the Gods and Goddeſſes, juſt according to our various 
Taſtes: And ſometimes, to make yet a greater 
Variety, we went rambling about at Midnight, 
diſturbing and tormenting People under their 
Windows; I being habited like an ordinary Woman, 
and Anthony in the Diſguiſe of a Servant. Sometimes 
he would come home from theſe Expeditions ill 
treated, and ſeverely beaten. I had the Art of turn- 
ing even this to my own Advantage; for whenever 
ES 45 ie 
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** was in this Condition, I took the 
affirming with an Oath, that, was he really in the 
Station his preſent Habit ſpoke him, 1 would prefer 
him in my Love to all the Em 
This Flattery Anthony received with the higheſt 
Pleaſure; for he never once reflected, that if I had 
not wanted to impoſe on him, it would nat continually 
have run in my Head to have made him ſuch Sort 
of Speeches; for, conſcious of my own Truth, I 
ſhould then have thought he was alſo ſatisfied of it. 


* * 0 
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Thus did I' uſe te play. ud Hero all manner uf 
Tricks, by way of Diverſion and Raillery. Sometimes. 


indeed till he was half- angry; but then I contrived 
ſuddenly to turn it into a 1 N to 
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* 


I remember we went out together to angle; 
Anthony, being ſo unfortunate as to catch nothing, 
imagined I ſhould think him but a bad Sportſtnan; 
and the Impatience of his Temper rew him into a 
violent Paſſion: However, he gave ſecret Orders to 
the Fiſhermen to dive under Water, and put 
that had been freſh taken, on his Hooks; after which 
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in impoſing on ot. 

elf, perceived the Deceit. 
r. the preſent to be wonderful 
great Luck and Dexterity; but 
fecret, what had happened, and 


next Day to be 
attended Accor 
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ſoon as all were 


-and my Servant, 
d ed upon h 


oment it _Anirharey i 


. and the ſofteſt 


1 immediately, addreſſing m 
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Permit us, brave Bir, the 


invited them all the 
Adventure 


had let down his Line, 
one of my Servants to be beforehand with Autbony's; 
nimbler of the two, dived 
a ſalted 
ally taken in the Panticł Sea. 
imagined he had 
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eaſily impoſed on 
owever, I pretended 
y ſurpriſed at his 
d my Friends, in 


iſhing Veſſels, 


I commanded 


Kh, one of 


Bite, he 


eee with a ſmiling 
dice 1 could ſpeak i in, 
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in this Att. "Cities Provinces! and Kingdoms, are 
your Game. Wonder not, great Sir, that poor little 
Fiſhes fly from Your: Hook, when all W _ 
before your Sword. ee 
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This EY only HE Anthony's Anger, but the 
ſudden Turn from Confuſion and Diſappointment 
to being pleaſed and flattered, viſibly appeared in 

the Alteration of his Looks. Thus did 1 contrive to 
heighten his Paſſion by every trifling Incident Chance 
threw in my Way. I ſmiled, and frowned, was 
pleaſed and diſpleaſed, fo judiciouſly, and mixed his 
Pleaſure and Pain fo artfully, that 1 ry kept 
up in him a Paſſion of one Kind or other. I well 
knew that to ſuffer him ever to be calm was more 
dangerous for me than it was often to provoke him 
to Rage; and the' Tranſition from the Paſſion of 
Rage to that of Love was fo very pleaſing to ſuch a 
e as Anthony's, that if I had made it my 
Study continually to humour him, he would not have 
been half ſo ſenſible of the Obligation." I every Day 
thought of new Schemes to entertain him with varied 
and additional Elegance ; but yet I generally tool 
ſome Opportunity, midi theſe Entertainments, ani 
In the Height of his Jollity, to affect being out of 
Humour, and ſuddenly to daſh all his Pleaſures, 
| —_ which 
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not have 
it, nothing could 
fond Inſtances as proved that 155 
rn Mark Anthony s Mind with * | | 

a Word, or any the leaſt Sign of Reſentment. 
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was _— the moſt difficult Taſk 
I had to encounter; and even this flattered my! Pride, | I 
to my Satisfactiorn. NG, es. Us) 1: 5 
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I remember once, at in the midſt of one of our 
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deſs, ſeated in Chairs of State, ſurroi 
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whilſt he was his Companion, put on a WY, 
| ys g DON _ | - 


Maſter,  Wiether tho Fellem e FN d, ; wy 2 


. 
. 
= 


* 
— "ens anon 3 — 


4 — & 
— 9 7 Os - 


. 


20 a G 
GALE _ . AS Cas wy : _ 2 6 


e CO ˙·˙·C. . ͤ.A A ad ä N 0 eee eee e 8 X " 
5 b mr e nN. \ - a * b Ade 
eta eta eee 2 4 3 W 4 OO e 


g \ * 


7 — to do ſo: 


I 


9 ou Og 3 


a 
Ben ny 
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my ous inſulted ; and faid, I ſuppoſed if the F ellow 
I d red to look amorouſly at me, would 
have forgiven Kim. 
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Revenge, ſhewed my Power, and was the 
fatisfied, However, I was obliged to footh Anthony 
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Actions as prejudicial to his Honour, as to his true 
Intereſt; which, when he had executed, he always 
placed to the Account of the Perſon who: had ſu. 
fered; and very readily agreeing to the Hints I oſten 
| gave bim; that Men who could thus take tu 
nities of provoking him were his worſt Enemies, he 
Vas certain of diſcarding the unhappy Sufferer from 
his Service. On all fuch Occaſions I never failed to 
exaggerate the Tenderneſs of his Affection to me; 
| and would frequently | blame myſelf. for not bearing 
the higheſt Infult, which, the Envy drawn on me 
by this Affection might create, rather than hazard 
his own Eaſe and Quiet; but then I took care to inſi- 
nuate how much his Honour was concerned in pro- 
tecting me; and by imputing my Reſentment entirely 
to the Love I bore to him, I never failed to endear 
myſelf the more, at the ſame time that J was work- 


ing him to all my Purpoſes 0 122410 
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I was very cautious of permitting the leaſt Advan- 
tage to be taken againſt me, as I was very ſenſible | 
nothing but blinding Anthony to his own. Intereſt: 
could keep him in my Power. But 1 was in no 
| great Danger of loſing him, whilſt I could in one 
Moment look or unlook whatever the wiſeſt Men 
' could dictate to him. I had turned all his Senſes 
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and ow ſt of Anthony's % Acquaintance, was a chief ww 
Part of my Delight. I had one Art which I con- 5 = 
ſtantly made uſe of when I intended to accompliſn +4 


Avis . 


any Purpoſe; namely, to conclude whatever Advice 14 
I gave him, with an A ; 9 


fleveration of 1 my Sincerit 7; 
adding it was that alone could make me ſpeak, ſince . «} 
15 I was conſcious his own Wiſdom muſt enable bim to f 


do; and therefore hopec he would pardon my 
Liberty in ſpeaking, which aroſe entirely from my | 
Zeal in any Cauſe that concerned | him. | ..To govern 
a Man by continually putting him mind that one 
| is too weak to govern him, 3 is an odd Effect of Man's 
Capriciouſneſs ; but ſo it was in Fat with Mark Eh 


1 


| Me Mad: fre 1 1 
any C 15 was not 
d have ſtruck him with the Appre- 
F ad | not in all Things the Supe eriority; 
1 . 87 t habe complied with any thing EL 
: . f Whe 9 | f thus eching PE y Weakne 88 1 ih « ; 0 


i 1 v 1 
„ 5 
l 4 
W 1 + 
Ne ns * 
* * * 3, 7 
o 1 4 
9 ww 
« 
= 
K 


y 1 3 | 's, 
1 4 1 
= 


Nr 
2 N 1 


en 
N 2 
— 
Ag ER 
J - 
28988 
a> 


» 
: - 
444 


Anthony eaſily believed that I ſincerely loved' 
3 and without nicely wei hing the Conſequence, in- 
n u ged me in a I 1 ed; and my Influence o over 
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I > Bi | | 
| | This was' dreadful” 
* f hony, I feared that 1 
him; and yet to detain hit, i ben 
| his Kingdoms for ſtaying wi 
anſwering my Purpoſe. The Sight | 
2 what 1 1 for; it was the IX he 
his going againt the 
2 where he raight 8 4. ja 
ö prehenſions as were ca, 8 
l che Gorgon' Head of turning me | 
8 For 1 reaſoned thus with myſelf: If Anthony - 


rs go to Iraly, and have ill Succeſs, he might then as 
well remain in Egypt; I ſhall be blamed for detain- 
; ing him ſo long; and yet be ſuſpetted of wanting 
ower to detain him longer. He will then indeed 
. naturally fly to me for Re uge; but the conquered 
will not be the ſame in the Eyes of C parra; 


victorious Triumvir; ; Ng Nod the gazing 
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1 the politic ambitious Cæſar, v 
I chief Object, like mine, ſeems to be Glory, are two 


* 4 ki 1 \ 4 — a . 1 
_ a 


On the other hand, ſhould Anthony ſucceed, and 

lvia ſhare that Succeſs with him, what then muſt | 

my Torments? Not even Cicero could deſcribe my | 

elles could not have painted my con- 

live Anguiſh : It would have baffled the Power Y 
of his utmoſt Art-: Nor could Roſcizs himſelf, in 

" the Height of Hlory, when crowded Theatres | 


. for rad ing the- Conteſt which ſhould get 
have repreſented to the Life 


various Paſſions that would have agitated my 
Soul, and deflroyed 7 my Peace; never to have been 
healed, nor reſtored again. Die then, Anthony! = | 
all- the World, cried I! cer this ſhould be | f 


Cleoparira's Fate. My Mind, thus tortured, left me _— 
but a few Hours of Reſt or Ea ; for Thad a Part now . 
to play much more difficult than any [1 had yet en- | | 
countered ſince my Acquaintance wi Anthony. 1 9 
<< oſe his Power in | 
Syria; as I looked on all the 
| ingdoms he conqu be my « as 
arting with him, whatever 1 pretended, it gave me 5 
no 
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no Uneaſineſs. I was therefore well ſatisfied that, he 
ſhould go againſt the Parrhians ;, but my Dread was, 
that if I once fuffered him to depart, he might ſteer 
his Courſe towards Tray, and by. that means meet 


with Fulvia. 

I knew Fulvia's Diſpoſition was very like my own. 
That ſhe was a Woman of violent Paſſions ; but 
that Ambition was predominant in her Mind, and 
that her Arts to detain Anthony were almoſt. a 
to mine. I was therefore much more afraid of her, 
than I ſhould have been of any other Woman. 


. 
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IL Was ſenſible Anthony was. born to be a Dupe to- 

Women; and therefore the Woman 1 ſhould have 

leaſt feared, would have been one, whoſe Affection 
to him was ſo ſincere, that ſhe did not deſire to 

make him a Dupe. In ſuch a State, the natural 

. Talents he had to be impoſed on, would haye been 
[1 unemployed ; and I queſtion much it he Id have 
1 been happy 7 | 
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My whole Mind was bent to keep Anthony from | 


pl going to Italy; and when he mentioned his Loſſes: 
1 there, I made light of them, as not worth his Notice. 
But when he mentioned his Affairs in the Eaſt, E 
f always | 
| . 
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always agreed with him, that his Preſence there was 
f abſolute Neceſſity : Adding, that whatever Tor- 
ment I ſhould ſuffer by his Abſence; yet ſo much did 
T value him above myſelf, that I would not have my 
_ Happineſs or Miſery be of any Conſideration againſt 
his Intereſt ur Honovr, . 


When by theſe kind of Speeches I had worked 
my Hero into an Admiration of my Goodneſs, and 
had fo deeply fixed his Thoughts on my Love for 
him, that I found he was filled with Rapture, I took 
an Opportunity of mortifying him, by throwing my- 
{elf into the moſt paſſionate Fits of Crying, tearing 
my Hair, beating my Breaſt, and exclaiming, that 
though I would not detain him to his own Detri- 
ment, yet he muſt pardon a Woman's Weakneſs, 
which forcibly prevented my enduring his Abſence 
without ſuffering thoſe Agonies, raiſed by that dread- 
oſpect. Thus I firſt took care to impreſs on 
his Mind the Picture of my „ and then to 
work his Paſſion with the Opinion of my tender 
Fondneſs. He was ſeveral times prepared to ſet 
forth, when by theſe means J kept him from 
Journey. | Ithough it was my Defign to let him go 
againſt the Parthians, for the Reaſons already men- 
tioned, yet I could not help 1 ing myſelf a little 
+ — 1 while 
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dhe LIFE of 
while with theſe Proofs of my Power ; as they were 
my greateſt Joy on Earth. And I often had ſome 
Struggles in my own Mind, whether the Glory of 
detaining him at Alexandria, whilſt the World, in 
different Parts, demanded his Preſence, would not 
more than repay any Loſſes Anthony, that is to fay 
Cleopatra, might ſuſtain, I held him, as it were, in 

Chains; and was averſe to let him be ranſomed, tho' 
the Kingdoms he might conquer and beſtow on me 
ſhould pay the Price of that Ranſom. In ſhort, I 
Was apprehenſive the World would imagine he 
rouſed himſelf, and broke thoſe Chains by Force, 
as too weak to hold him longer; but then, on the 
other hand, I conſidered that the Pleaſure of keeping 
him Priſoner would be all entirely loſt, when his 
Power ceaſed, and Kings and Kingdoms were free 

from his OREN: 


This laft mn Wee on me to ſuffer 
Marl Anthony to depart. He collected together two 
hundred Ships, and a conſiderable Army, all deſign- 
ed againſt the Parthians. But the three Days before 
he ſet out, I tormented him to fuch a Degree, that he 1] 
would often fay, if he loſt the World he would not | 
leave me in ſuch Affliction. When he mentioned 
this I inhſtcd on his 2 land indeed, ſeri- 


ouſly, 


ouſly,” for I intended he ſhould go); and whatever 
my Words were, the Purpoſe I really had at Heart, 
was always accompliſnd. 
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I ftarted from my Sleep in pretended Frights, 
crying out, F had dreamed my Lover was ſurround- 
ed by his Enemies, and in Danger of his Life. At 
other times I dreamed that Fulvia had ſnatched 


him from me; and bore him in Triumph back to- 
Rome, : 


Thus I made my ſleeping as well as waking 
Hours ſubſervient to my Artifices. Then would 
Anthony ſwear the World ſhould never tempt him to 

go; and F took theſe Opportunities of infinuating, 
Fi that Fulvia had raiſed all theſe Commotions in Italy, 
/ for no other Purpoſe than to drag him from me: 
At the fame time begging he would, on no account, 
think of ſteering his Courſe that way, but perſiſt in 
his Defigns againſt the Parihians. Thus. did I, by 
ſome means or other, do nothing but teaze and 
vex him, I cried, hung upon, and tortured him 
in every Manner I could invent; and, odd as it 
may appear, I was extremely ſenſible this Method 
of working Anthony's Paſſions was the Way to make 
him eager to return. For whatever Plague the ſee- 
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with my Women and Attendants, only fought how | 
to divert myſelf, and amuſe my Time. * 
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ing me in theſe Agonies might be to him, yet as 
they appeared to ariſe from Grief at parting with 


him, I knew that would leave an Inapreſhon 3 in his 
Breaſt not caſily to be effaced. a 
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At aſs Anthony a Tekin came into his 


Eyes, and he could hardly bid me Farewell. Tears 
of Sorrow they were to him, but to me of Joy; to 


view the Hero weep at parting, gave me a Pleaſure 
not to be expreſſed. 


As ſoon as Anthony was gone, my Mind was per- 


fel calm. I dried up my Tears; for I had now' 


no Part to act, nor Paſſion to affect; and therefore, 


If uber wa have pecped- in, nb me 
thus compoſed, the Moment after all my pretended 
Grief, what muſt he have thought? I wiſhed! it 


could have been fo ; for I was delighted with the 
Imagination, that, whatever his firſt Thoughts were, 
I could foon have made him believe afterwards, 
whatever I had an Inclination he ſhould, An In- 
ſtance of which I had juſt given, when I made. 


him believe all my Endeavours to torment him aroſe 
from 
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much a —y in e ro ive: 
ſhould have put on all the Chearfi 
ſtreſs of at ſuck a Jonure, and have hid my 


| my own Boſom, till I could vent them 
ing to his: Or 
Weakneſs had not permitted me to have gone thro? 
this Part, with, a Reſolution equal 'to/ my Defire, a 
Tear migh nd. then unguardedly have ſtarted 
ham m. n bat n would never have 
viſible (as T now know), 
oft incredible how eaſily Ie 
” to miſconſtrue my affected Behaviour as an 
9 aſtance of ity, a 
have aſſured him, if he had not blind, that 1 
was a perfect Stranger to the Paſſion, or, at leaſt, 
that I felt no ſuch Paſſion for him. 
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. bow I had on the Soul of Anthony. 
If Fiſhing was my Choice, all the Fiſh which floun- 
dered on my Hook, were to me as ſo many Antho- 
nies. If I went a Birding; when the little Creatures 
were entangled in my Net, Ho, ho, cried I, you are 
caught as ſafely as Anthony himſelf! And the Pain 
of the Fiſh on the Hook, ſtriving to get off, or of the 
Birds endeavouring to diſentangle themſelves from 
the Net, was juſt Matter of as much Conſideration 
with me, as the Pain my Humours and Tricks uſed 
to give the deluded Triumvir. Nay, I viewed him 
with the greater Contempt; for F conſidered that 
neither theſe Birds, nor theſe Fiſhes; took me for 
their Friend'; whilſt I could make Anthony believe, 
when I had uſed all my Endeavours to torment 
him, that Love and Aﬀection were the Cauſes. of all 
my Cruelty. Then I remembered the Compliment 
I had paid Anthony, on our firſt Fiſhing together, 
that his Game were Cities, Provinces, and EKing- 
doms; and 1 immediately turned that Compliment 
on myſelf; for if his Game was ſo noble, what then 
was mine; who, with one baited Hook, or one Caſt 
of the Net, could draw to my Lure Mark Anthiny, 
and all thoſe Kingdoms, which, with ſo many ſleep- 
leſs Nights, and repeated Dangers, he had conquered ? 
But thels: Sports continued not long; for as I had 


taken 
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taken care to place Spies about unn who con- 
ſtantly informed rhe of all that paſſed, I ſoon heard 
the News of what I ſo much dreaded, namely, that 
Anthony was bound for Italy, and was now at Hibent, 
with Fulvia. Not all the horrid Spectres the heated 
Imagination of the Mind of Man can form, could 
ever ſtrike more Terror i into the Soul, than did this 
News nto mine: 1 revei ged myſelf on the Meſſen⸗ 
ger; I was as one diſtracted; and the Words, that 
Anthony was with Fulvid, reden every Moment 
in my Ea and filled my Mind with Anguiſh us 
Deſpair, I ruminated what Courſe to take, and 
fill could find none to pleaſe 1 me. Llonce conceived 
a Thought of going myſelf to Athens; d of trying 
the Power of my Charms to entice him . Fulvia, 
oa lead him in Triumph back to Epypr. But then 
the very Suſpicion of its being poſſible for Fulvia to 
dein him againſt my utmoſt Efforts, frightened 
me from that Deſign, and confined me as effectually 
to Miexandria,. as if 1 had been "Rum cloſe Priſoner 
an HO Fs | 


My Mikes: ao idee me, chat 4 aa 
Fulvia ſpent their Time in mutual Reproaches. 
Autbuny upbraided her with the dire Effects of her 
Raſhneſs; ; which, during his Abſence, had madly 
81 I lighted 
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lighted up he Firebrand of: War, had engaged his 
Brother Lucius in an unſucceſsful Buſineſs, and had 
given Cz/ar an Opportunity to augment his Glory, 
and uſurp an uncontrouled Dominion over all the 
W. Nations. SHO GY 


1 was: a: pleaſed to A Anthony was * n 
and diſpleaſed with the War; as I flattered myſelf 
that it might ariſe from his Uneaſineſs at. being 

obliged to leave Egypt. But ſtill I feared Fuluia, 
who, as my Spies acquainted me, inveighed bitterly 
againſt Anthony's blind Attachment to Cleopatra. 
Theſe Spies were ordered by me to ſet down and 
tranſmit, as well as poſſibly they could, her very 
| Words; and, among many other Invectives of that 

enraged Woman, who wanted neither. Spirit nor 
Eloquence, I received the following. Whence, 
« (ſaid ſhe) but from Egypt are derived all your Miſ 
« fortunes? You, and your Egyptian, have been the 
<- Cauſe of them all. What Part remained for me 
* to act, incenſed as I was at your Neglect and 
cc your Scorn, but to throw all 1:aly into Confuſion 3 
« in hopes, by the Neceſſity of your Affairs, 0 
* force you to return? Ves, I own, Anthony, and 
6 I glory in it, that for Love of you I have ſet the 


ce Weſtern World i in a Blaze; but the Flame which 
ce Tages 
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et rages there is trifling, in compariſon with that 
ce which rages in, and devours, my anxious Heart. 
« Into what Misfortunes have you precipitated your 
« Brother, your Wife, and your Children? How 
ce many Months have I waited, an Exile and Vaga- 
bond, in Greece, expecting that ſome God, favour- 
able to my Deſigns, would break the accurſed 
Charm which detained you in Eg t At laſt, 
I ſee you again; but ſhall I find in you that Hero 
cc whoſe Ambition made him carry his Pretenſions 
c“ as far as did the great Julius Ceſar; whoſe Deatk 
« you ſo nobly revenged, at the Battle of Philippi? 
e Can I flatter myſelf that Antbony, the Lover, the 
; « Slave, of an Egyptian Queen, can preſerve for 
[| « Fulvia the Tenderneſs of a Huſband? You are 2 8 
A no returned to me! inveſt yourſelf. again then | 
j « with your antient Virtue, which. quitted you only. 
4 «© when I was ſhamefully abandoned. It is not yet 
$ ce too late to repair your Shame, or my own, The 
« adopted Son of Julius Cz/ar, knowing how ta 
« take Advantage of your inglorious Eaſe, has, in 
F « deſpite of you, rendered himſelf Maſter, of all 
= « Gaul; governs without a Rival at Rome; and 
q « diſpoſes of Italy, as directed by his own „een 
« Will and Pleaſure. Rouſe yourſelf then, Anthony : 
& Let us face this Ceſar i in Arms, I am accuſtom- 
Fl | I 2 ed 
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95 ed to the Din of War; and will bad yen f in the 
© Combat with as muchReſvlution: as I would ſet the 
“ World on F MN 055 Fr art Ju 115 0 a Rival.” 75 

Though vat were ſome Paſſiges i in this Gat 
which raiſed my Indignation, yet I was well enough: 
gratified with the Recognition of my Power; and: 
net a little pleaſed that the Woman, whom f all 
the World I hated moſt, ſhould" live under the 
greateſt A pprehenſion of the Tranſcendency of this 

Power. Here, Perhaps, my Pride a little deceived 
me : For it is certain, fat T likewiſe ſeated i in n my 
Tum. 4 ad. rods There e 


1 dreaded Fubvia' s spirt; ; tis the e pete Ex- 
preſſions ſhe made uſe of, ſeemed to me the moſt 
likely Method of regaining Anthony. This alſo diſ- 

concerted and perplexed me much, for 1 knew not 
which Way to act. I could not write to Anthony, 
and perſuade him that all Fulvia's raging Paſſion: 
was nothing more than her Pride's. -being diſappoint- 
ed, becauſe ſhe had loſt her Influence over: him, and 
that the World ſaw her Charms were not ſtrong 
enough to hold him ; for ſuppoſing ſhe really had 
the Affection ſhe oretaiteld * for him, ſhe would 
ſooner have patiently ſubmitted to the Injury he did 
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Ber“ in loving another, than have Wes bis Ruin, 
by - declaring War with — 4 in urn Foe to 
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This, the” true, rods not come from me to th | 


thony (as indeed very little Truth ever did); for this 


would have been too dangerous a Step; ſince it 


might poſſibly have opened his Eyes, and have re- 
moved that Deluſion which I had been endeavouring, 
from our firſt Acquaintance, to inveigle him with; 


for as J had no Affection for him, if I had once let 


him ſee the Falſhood of all thoſe Marks of Love, 

whereon he built his Opinion of my Fondneſs, my 
| Dereit muſt have been for the future ineffectual; 

and conſequently. my Power, which was ſupported 
alone by this Deceit, muſt have fallen to the Ground. 
Nothing can indeed be ſo impolitic, as to mention 
the Word Deceit or Treachery to thoſe whom we 
intend to deceive or betray; for. what more likely 


than that they may hereaſter turn thoſe very Suſpi-- 


cions on ourſelves, with which we have armed them 


againſt others? It is indeed the Intereſt of all thoſe 
who practiſe ſuch Arts, as much as er to con- 


ceal and to deny them. MA 
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This Subject, therefore, Idared-not to touch upon. 


At laſt it came into my Head to ftrike the boldeſt 
Stroke that I believe was ever thought on, to inveigle 


and allure a Man from his Wife ; which was to turn 


Fulvia's Claim to her Huſband inta Ridicule, and 


prove to him that I had the greateſt Right to his 
Affections. The more uncommon and extraordinary 
this Brojet e cher more I was d with 


it. 


Fulvia was Comm advanced in Years; and 


her Perſon, which had never equalled mine, now 
ſuffered ſo much by the Compariſon, that it was im- 
poſſible but Antbeny muſt, on the leaſt RefleQion, 
perceive the Difference to my Advantage. This Ad- 


vantage, which my own Opinion at leaſt gave me 
as much as was my Due, emboldened me to the Un- 


dertaking, and might have indeed aſſured me Suc- 
ceſs, in any Attempt on a Man who had always ſhewn 


his paſſionate- Attachment to the Charms of Beauty; 


and who had oſten, in my Preſence, declared its 

Value to be ineſtimable. And if his Appetites were 

thus guided in his Vouth, I had no Reaſon to ſuſpect, | 
that, as he grew older, he would grow leſs nice, or 


leſs defirous of this grand Incitement to his Paſſion. 


[ therefore, on mature Deliberation, and with parti- 
_ cular 
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_— Care how to place my Words, i in order to bring 1 
13 about 4x4 own e wag bim hs following VVV 0 
2 „Ib ſhort is the Space of Time, (and yet how fl 
* Jong, if the Minutes were to be counted by my | 
« Sighs and Torments?) ſince Cleopatra was at a 4 
« Loſs for Words to expreſs herſelf to Aubony? I 
"MN % My Heart would once have dictated Expreſſions '1 
„of Love and Fondneſs fo faſt, that my only Dif- 1 


t ficulty would have been to have ſtopped FI -- 
« but now I am reſtrained by Fear, leſt the married 4 
e Anthony ſhould be chid by bis Wife for corre- 
ce ſponding with an unhappy Queen, who thought 
ce her Fame, and all ſhe held moſt dear, too poor a 
© Sacrifice for the Heart of Anthony, Yet why 
<« ſhould I be afraid? For at once to deſpair and to 
. fear, is a Puſillanimity beneath the greateſt Cow- 
e ard. I have been negleced---I have been aban- 
doned by Anrhbory.---Fulvia his Wife calls him, 
4 and he muſt break from my Arms to obey her Ng 
« Summons; though he leaves me breathleſs and 
„dying through his Barbarity. Is this the much- 
e boaſted Deſcendant of the noble Hercules, who 
« ſcorning all Confinement from his Pleaſures, peo- 
« yu all Nations of the World with his Poſterity. 
« Rather 
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i dence to direct his Conduct, and muſt be obliged 
4 to the Defects of her Perſon for her Conſtancy to 


53 
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c and Beauty; for, vain as it may appear to. boaſt 


cc 


of them, in the preſent Caſe they ought to 


&© have their Weight ; and as to Form and Cere- 
10 


The: LIFE of 


Rather 1 1 think ſome whining Pricſt to have 
been Anthony's Anceſtor, who, not daring to exert 
his own Liberty, would- preach all Mankind into 
the ſame Confinement. Perhaps, in the Compa- 
riſon between me and Fulvia, ſhe may have fo 


much the Advantage, that Autbony cannot guard 


Prize. Fuluia's Age, I doubt not, at preſent 
may afford. her Prudence, and her Perſon WII 
ſecure her Conſtancy. Noble Advantages for 
Anthony ! who certainly wants his Wife's Pru- 


his Love. I confeſs Youth and Beauty have none 
of theſe Pretenſions to your Heart. I ſay Youth 


MON). let them have Place where the Contention 
is trifling, for I deſpiſe. them. I am pleading for 


the Heart of my Anthony, for I will not call you, 
or think you, the Huſband of Fulvia The Huſ- 


band of Fulvia may perhaps talk or think of Wife 


and Prudence. He may, perhaps, be: led to:ltaly, 
“ to maintain a War: begun. againſt! his Conſent, 


with a Deſign only to force him from his Pleaſures. 


to the ungrateful Anthony. 


CLEOPATRA. G6; 


« But this poor, this tame, this---Huſband, is not my 
« Anthony, is not that noble Triumvir whom Cleo- 


patra firſt met in Citicia, and who could charm, 
even at Sight, a Queen in the Bloom of Youth, 
and the Height of Beauty, The Huſband of Fulvia 
then is an Impoſtor; Ml Counterfeit ; and I will 


ſeek my own Anthony, ray Love, and my Empe- 


ror through the World, that I may again be bleſt 


with his Preſence. But alas! it is in the Huſband : 


of Fulvia I muſt find my Love, my Hero, deſcend- 


ed from Hercules, and the Glory of his Race - 
Find him, did I ſay ?-—No---it is in the Huſband 


of Fulvia I muſt loſe him for ever: For Fulvia 
will ſet the World on Fire, rather than yield him 
to her Rival. Nor is ſhe the firſt neglected Wife, 


who, to deſtroy the Pleaſures of their Huſbands, | 


would burn the World, and periſh herſelf in the 


Flames. Fulvia would hold you by the Marriage- 


chains, becauſe ſhe has an Appearance of Right 


on her Side, and has not Charms to make ano- 


ther Conqueſt. But Cleopatra would hold you 


by your own Inclination, and would deſpiſe, for 
your ſake, the whole World; at a Time when 
half that World would be glad to worſhip and 


adore her, to obtain the Favours ſhe has ſhown 
Go, then: Prefer 
C this 
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this Fulvia, who defires to keep you "Tony in 
the nuptial Chains. Prefer her, I fay, in the De- 
cline of her Years, and in the Decay of her Per- 
ſon; prefer. her to Cleopatra, in her Bloom of 
« Youth and Beauty; when, tho' a Queen, ſhe 
ce condeſcends to court your Affections, and at the 
« me time acknowleges the Freedom of your 
* own Inclination. But hold---what have I been 
* ſaying? Oh Anthony! don't take me at my 
« Word. I did not mean to leave you to your 
cc Choice, to prefer Fulvia ; for that Moment which 
&« convinces me of fo fatal a Misfortune, will drive 
© me to Deſpair, and will ſend me to the Grave, 
e with all the Agonies that attend the Diſap me 


ov. 
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ec ment of a Paſſion which was once fo plea ng to 


N 


Anthony, and ſtill enſlaves the Heart of 


. 


„Ckzorar RAe 


1 touched in this Letter on all the Points I thought 
moſt likely to work Anthony to my Purpoſe, I 
knew there was nothing he fo much delighted in as 
being rep uted the Deſcendant of Hercules. I there- 
fore 105 care, in the ſtrongeſt Terms, to lay before 
him, that the only Means to make the World be- 


Bere th that Hercules was his — was to follow 
his 
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his Example; at the ſame time throwing in a Stroke 
of Scorn againft the Man who would be confined 
from his Pleaſures by the Laws of Deveriny or So- 


a 


The Force that es i in the aftful Uſe of Epithets 
is almoſt ineredible. The Word Whining, Canting, 


or any other which carries with it the Mark of Con- 

tempt, joined to the Name of Prieſt, has, perhaps, 
had more Effect on the Minds of Men; to give them 
a Contempt for the Poctrines taught 2 Prieſts, 
than * at beſt _ be eaſily credited. 


1 I bad aan Mori Anthony; from the Tims 
I had known him, to judge by the partial Glaſs of a 


heated Imagination, and to lay aſide his Reaſon, as 


an impertinent Intruder on his Pleaſures. I there- 
fore could raiſe what Pictures I pleaſed in his Mind, 
and make him ſee them in that Light only which 
would beſt ſerve my Purpoſe. The Compariſon I 
had drawn between my Perſon and that of Fulvia's, 
I knew would engage Anthony in my Favour ; 
which made me ſo often repeat the W--rds Youth 
and Beauty, to make the ſtronger Impreſſion on his 
ancy, in order to allure him to rective an Obſerva- 
tion ſo new and uncommon, as that it was very un- 
K 2 reaſonable 
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reaſonable in Fulvia to pretend to any Right in her 


Huſband. The Ridicule caſt on her Perſon was the 
only Method I could take to blind the 152 of An- 


Bog. 


Oh! Ridicule, . great Friend of us ths De- 
ceitful! who giveſt us more effectual Aſſiſtance to 
impoſe our Fallacies on our Dupes, than all the other 
Inſtruments of Deceit in the World. How did 1 
worſhip thee in my Mind, whilſt I was writing this 
Letter! in hopes to impoſe on the amorous Trium 
vir the moſt glaring Falſehoods that could be ima - 
gined. In ſhort, my Buſineſs was to fix Anthony's 
Thoughts on the Charms of my Perſon, till his 
greateſt Inclination ſhould be to do Fulvia an In- 
juſtice by abandoning her ; and then to perſuade 
him it was impoſſible for him to do her any Injuſtice, 
ſince Charms weak and decayed as hers were, could 
have no Right to claim the Heart of this Deſcendant 
from * this Em 5 ** the World. 


Whilſt my Meſſenger was gone with this Letter, 
I ſpent my Time in much Anxiety. For I con- 
cluded, that on the Succeſs of this Scheme all my 
rye depended. — 5 


— | But 
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But I ſucceeded even beyond my ExpeQation ; 
for nothing could have pleaſed me better than the 
Account my truſty Meſſenger delivered to me, unleſs 
he could have brought the Emperor himſelf with 
him to bear Teſtimony to the Power of my in- 
ſnaring Lines. 


The Meſſenger informed me, that Anthony, on 
hearing Octavius Cz/ar had married Scribonia, the 
| Siſter of Libo, Pompey's Father-in-law, for the ſake 
of his Shipping, advanced towards 1zaly, without 
ſhewing the leaſt Concern for his Wife, whom he 
had left ſick at Scyon, and whom he had not even 
Geigned to viſit before his Departure. | 


I aſked ten thouſand Queſtions in what Manner 
Anthony received my Letter; for I knew by every 
Trifle how much his Heart was moved ; and found 
that he received it according to my Wiſh ; 3 that he 
laughed at ſome Parts of it, and cried out, © There 
« ſpoke the Wit and Spirit of my Cleopatra And. 
when he came to the latter Part, wherein my Ex- 
preſſions were paſſionate, he kiſſed the Paper, and 
ſwore, that ſuch Love and Tenderneſs deſerved him 
All! That he would not for the whole World be ſo 

n as to let me ſuffer the Fate I ſeemed to 
= 8 _ 
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dread. The very Idea of my Sufferings moved him 
ſo much, that he dropped a Tear; then bid my 

Meſſenger bear me back his kindeft Love, with all 
Aſſurances of his Conſtancy ; ; at the ſame time ſend- 


ing mea Jewel of an immenſe Value, as a Token of 
his Favour and Regard. 
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Henceforth I had no farther Fears from Fulvia: 
For now Anthony's Inclination had prevailed on him 
to believe his Gratitude obliged him to prefer me to 

his Wife. I thought there was very little Reafon to 
have any Apprehenſions of her ever repaining him. 
This laſt Neglect of Aubonys finiſhed what his In- 
fidelity had begun, and broke Fulvia's Heart. For 
ſhe was a Woman of remarkable Pride and Ambi- 
tion; of a reſtleſs and turbulent Spirit; and could 
but ill brook ſuch Treatment from a Huſband, who 

had once been as great a Dupe and Slave to n as 
he was now to me. 


I could not abſtain, in the midſt of my Joy for 
Fulvia's Death, from reflecting on the Poſſibility of 
ſuch Treatment becoming one Day my on wretch- 
ed Fate; but the great Faith in my Charms, affiſted 

by my Art, ſoon drove all ſueh Fears from my Bo- 

ſom; and I looked on myfelf now as in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion 


* 
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ſeſſion of Anthony's Heart without a Rival. I heard 
he had made a League with Pompey, and began to 
flatter myſelf he would conquer Cz/ar, and be 
| Maſter of the World ; the Conſequence of which, 1 
doubted not, would be my being Miſtreſs of it. Nay, 
I went ſo far as to lay Schemes how I ſhould manage 
all the Kingdoms I ſhould have in my Power. For 
as to the Word Give, I was as much a Stranger to 
it as the moſt tenacious Miſer in the World. All 
my Care therefore was to manage in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to keep all the Kingdoms Anthony gave me 


to myſelf, and let others ſhare with me as little as 
poſſible. N 


I now abſtained ſome ſhort Time from ſending to 
Anthony ; for as I thought myſelf ſecure of him, I 
did not chuſe to make myſelf too cheap in his Eyes. 
I would have Autbony believe me fond of him, and 
to eſteem that Fondneſs to be the moſt valuable 
Thing he could obtain. To which Purpoſe it was 
neceſſary to preſerve in his Mind an Idea of my 
Greatneſs, as well as of my Beauty. However, altho 
T did not ſend him any immediate Meſſages, yet I 
had Spies about him, who were to acquaint me with 


all Particulars of my Moment. 


Fentidius 
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Ventidius had now conquered the :Parthjans, as 
Anthony s Lieutenant, and freed Syria again from 
their Dominion. Anthony himſelf was beſieging 
Brunduſium, the Gates of which had been ſhut againſt 
him by Cel s Order. Whilſt Sextus Pompeius 
inveſted Thurium and Conſentia, two Towns in Bru- 
tium. I thought all things looked well on aue 85 
and conſequently on 98; Side. ; 


G 8 Troops, which had . in the Battle of 


Philippi, when Anthony was one of their Command- 
ers, were very unwilling to fight againſt him, and 
ſaid, they owed him too much to become his 


Enemy. 


This Diſpoſition of the Soldiers I TRE) would 
either facilitate a Victory on Anthony's Side, or pro- 
mote ſuch a Peace between him and Cefar, as would 
not be to his Diſadvantage, and give him Leiſure 
(for I did not doubt his Inclination) to return to 
Egypt; where, when I could again inchain him, I 
was ſatisfied my Power over him was ſufficient 
to make him lay at my Feet whatever Part of the 
Univerſe fell to his Share. * 


Whilſt I was thus delighting myſelf with future 
Proſpects, and baſking in the Beams of imaginary 


Power, 
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Funes it was ſome little Time before 1 heard from 
my Spies at Brunduſium. At laſt a Meſſenger arrived; 
but with ſuch News, as was almoſt capable of turn- 
ing me into Stone: For this Meſſenger informed me, 
that by the Means of Julia, Anthony's Mother, and 
L. Coccius Merva, a Peace was concluded between 
Cuſar and Anthony: That Octavia was made a 
Pledge of this Peace, by being married to the latter: 
That Cæſgar and Anthony had entered Rome in 
Triumph, leading O&avia between them, in the 
midſt of ſuch Acclamations of the whole City and 
Army, as plainly. demonſtrated a more general 
Joy than had * a long time been known at 
Rome. 


They had. ax a new Divifon of the Empire; 


1 by which it was ordained, that all the Weſtern Pro- 
vinces, taking in Gaul, ſhould remain entire under 
the Dominion of Cæſar; and that Mark Anthony 
ſhould be Emperor of all the Eaſt. Codropolis, a 

Town of Iihria, ſituated eaſtward of the 4driatic 
Gulph, on the Confines of Macedon, was to ſerve 
for a Boundary, to the two Empires. Lepidus was 
to remain in Poſſeſſion of Africa; and . Pompey to 
continue his Dominion over Sicily, and ſome neigh- 


— youring Iſlands. 
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Thus, in Appearance, the World was ſubjected to 
Four Maſters; tho', to ſpeak properly, the whole 
Univerſe obeyed Czar and Anthony; the Authority 5 
of Pompey over theſe Iſlands being ory! der - 
and that of Lepiaur over Africa, as weak Spirit 
of Lepidus himſelf. So heartily did Anthony enter 
into this Peace, that he accepted the Prieſthood of the 
new ganctuary, erected to the Honour of ks 
Czfar, in order to pleaſe his succeſſor Olav l. 


Amazement and Terror, at che Rodieal: | of this ; 
dreadful News, ſeized on my Senſes, and almoſt 
deprived me of Life. Anthony was abſent, and all 
Diſguiſe was fled. Thoſe Paſſions into which I uſed to 
throw myſelf, in order to work him to my Purpoſe 
(which were to appear to him as Vents to 4 Sorrow | 
I did not feel), were now as unneceſſary as they were 
impracticable. I was in ſo great a Conſternation, 
that the Power of Speech was loſt. If Citers could 
not have deſcribed, Apellas could not have painted, 
nor Roſcius have repreſented, the Agonies I ſhould 
have felt at hearing of Anthony's Succeſs, whilſt 
Fulvia was to ſhare it: What then were my Tor- 
ments, when I heard of his Succeſs and Glory, when 
the young and beautiful Ofavia was to ſhare in 
that ory ? It might have been 2 Duty was 
Anthony's 
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appeared too much the Object of Inclination to admit 
that Thought. The raging Ocean only can give an 


Idea of my Mind, when I reflected, that Autbony 


lived, and was happy, and had eſcaped my Power: 


That he was married, and to Octavia: That he had 


entered Rome in Triumph with Cæſar and his new 


Wife, the Pledge of Peace between theſe Two great 
Men; who had faved the ſpilling much Romar 


Blood in a civil War, and was the Cauſe of Harmo- 
oy ond. Concord banal her new ' Huſband * her 


At ld, 0 che Gt . was palt, 


diſappointed Pride took its uſual Courſe, and burſt 


ſtruck him; and would have ſtabbed him, if he had 


not eſeaped the Blow by Flight. I curſed the World, 
and vented. my ill Humour on every thing around 


me: For though I looked on all thoſe who came 


near my Perſon, fo far dignified by the Honour, that 


jects of my capricious Power. 


? 
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Anthony's Motive to return to Fulvia; but OHavia 


into Rage. I revenged myſelf on the Meſſenger 
who brought the News. With my own Hand I 


they were above the Teſt of the World, yet I thought 
they were born to be glaves to my Humour, and Ob- 
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1 often afterwards reflected on the Oddneb of 
Anthony s Fate. For this Dupe to the pretended 
Fondneſs of Women very narrowly miſſed breaking 
the Hearts of Two in the ſame Year, neither of whom: 
had any real Affection for him. Such was my own. 
Caſe; and as Fulvia's Manner of Behaviour was fo. 
like my own, I made no doubt but that her. Motives 


to ſuch a. Behaviour correſponded alſo Pn with. 
mine. 


e my Pride afforded me One agreeable 
Thought in the midſt of my Grief; namely, that I 
had no Love for the Man who Ad thus to neglect 

me. I likewife found ſome little Comfort in the 
Account I heard of Ofavia : That ſhe was a Wo- 
man of the greateſt Simplicity imaginable; who 
made it her chief Point to do her Duty, without be- 
ing over- careful of the Conſequence of her Ac- 
tions; that if ſhe had any Complaints, her Affection 
and Goodneſs rather inclined: her to eoneeal them 
from thoſe ſhe loved, than to diſplay them before 
their Eyes in their moſt diſmal Colours, in order to 
be certain that ſhe did not keep all her Sorrow to 
herſelf: That ſhe had an excellent Underſtanding, 
but never exerted it in artful Tricks to impoſe on. 
others; but was honeſt and ſincere, wore no Diſ- 


guiſe: 
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guiſe herſelf, nor was apt to be Siebes of it in 
others; that ſhe kept her Mind as free as poſlible 
from all Diſturbance, and endeavoured to oblige, 
but never to vex, her Friends : : In ſhort, that her 
Mind poſſeſſed ſuch Calmneſs, as ariſes from a Con- 
ſciouſneſs of doing n to the utmoſt of one's. 

Power. E FA, 


Un may appear very fringe at t firſt Sight, d that this 
Character of a Rival ſhould give me any Pleaſure ; 
but yet ſo it was, that ſuch was the Diſpoſition I de- 
fired in a Rival of Anthony's s Affections. For what- 
ever Thoughts his own natural Judgment might 
have originally inſpired him with, concerning the 
Marks of either Love or Goodneſs, yet by living 
firſt with Fulvia, and then with me, he had ſo 
long been uſed to the moſt groſs Impoſitions, and 
had been ſo taught to miſtake the true Symptoms 
of unaffected Paſſion, that [ concluded it very pro 
bable he would be as blind to all O#avia's Good- 
neſs, as he was to my Treachery and Deceit. Be- 
ſides, before he could read clearly what Confidence 
Ocavias Behaviour really deſerved, he muſt have 
been at the Pains of ridding his Mind of all that 
Rubbiſh Fulvia and I had planted there. He muſt: 
have confeſſed to himſelf he had been miſtaken hi- 

| therto; 
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like Hercules (his fancied Anceſtor) to cleanſe the 
Augeun Stable, as attempt a Buſineſs ſo very irkſome 
to his Nature ; ſo that both his Pride and Indolence 
of Temper pleaded ſtrongly for me. Another Hope 
I conceived was, that as on one hand I had accuſ- 
tomed myſelf to keep Anthony's Paſſions continually 
diſturbed, by fretting, teazing, and working him 
into Agonies, and then ſuddenly heightening his 
Pleaſures, by changing the Scene from Ill-humour 
to Smiles and Complaiſance; fo, on the other hand, 
that Ocauia s ſubmiſſive Endeavours to oblige would 
render him languid and inſipid, for want of ſome- 
thing to oppoſe the Bent of his Duſpolition. | 


A mica Inftance - Oftavia's Simplicity, 
and her Faith in Authony (although ſhe knew. of his 
former Correſpondence with me), was, her giving 
herſelf no Trouble concerning my Spies, who con- 
tinued to obſerve him, and informed me of all 
that paſſed. Every Perſon I had formerly recam- 
mended to Anthony was ſtill pleaſing. to. him; tho' 


I am not certain whether he had not forgot the 
| Reaſon why he preferred them to the reſt. of his 


Attendants. For te Effect oſten remains in the 
human 
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| human Mind, When the Cauſe 18 buried in Obli- 


vion. * 


8 


One Aion of Anthony's, whilſt he ſtayed” at 
Rome, gave me Hopes that I was not totally baniſhed 
from his Thoughts; for on ſome frivolous Pretence 
he put Mar ſius to Death; but the true Reaſon was, 
he had exaſperated His, by repeated Exclama- 
tions againſt Aurbony's Way of Life with me, and 
had flirred him up to War. This was fo ſtrong a 
Proof of the Event of the War, namely, his Marriage 
with Ofavia not being fo pleaſing to Anthony as 
was generally believed, that I could not help re- 
joicing in it. For if there had been an utter Im- 
poſſibility of my ever ſeeing or having any Power 
over him again, yet, if I could but flatter myſelf 


that he was unhappy, and made his Wife {6 too, by . 


his Remembrance of me, it would have afforded me 
ſome Relief under the worſt of Calamities. | 


An other Inſtance that Anthony loved thoſe whom 
F had recommended, was, the great Faith and Con- 
fidence he placed in an Egyptian Aftrologer whom I 
ſent with him when he parted from me, as Limagined, 
for the Parthian War. This Aftrologer, I believe, in 
ExpeRation of turning him towards Egypt, wanted 


to 
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to get bhi from Nene; ; and therefore declared to 
him that tho' the Fortune which attended him was 
bright and glorious, yet it was overſhadowed by 
Czſar's; and adviſed him to keep himſelf far diſ- 
tant from that young Man. Your Genius (ſaid 
ce he) dreads his When abſent from him, you are 
ce great and brave; but in his Preſence, unmanly 
cc and dejected.” And, indeed, ſo it did happen: 
For whenever they played at Drawing of Lots, or at 
Dice, Anthony was ſtill the Loſer ; and as they often 
| fought Game-cocks or Quails, Ceſar had always the 
Victory. This gave Antbony a ſenſible Diſpleaſure. 
So that, quitting the Management of home Aw to h 
Ceſar, he left Italy. Wen 


But, hes] this Departure of Anthony s did not an- 
ſwer my Aftrologer's Deſign ; for inſtead of turning 
towards Egypt, he took Octavia with him to Athens. 
However, I entertained great Hopes on finding An- 
thony was fo jealous of Cz/ar's Superiority of Genius; 
for I doubted not but thoſe Jealouſies would, in 
Time, break into an open Rupture, and would 
make Czſar's Siſter hateful to him: And that 
hence this Pledge of Peace would, againſt her Con- 
ſent, and to her own Anguiſh of Mind, become the 
B irebrand to o ſpread the F lames of a furious War. 
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It is incredible what Pleaſures my Fancy formed 
from this Proſpect. To imagine Anibony once 
again my own, to ſee my Revenge complete in 
what Octavia muſt feel, and to find all her Endea- 
vours to preſerve the Peace between her Brother and 
her Huſband fruitleſs, muſt, to a Soul turned like 
mine, be more Joy than Words can expreſs. 


Anthoy, whilſt be was at Athens, led a Life ſo 


divided between Debauchery and Sobriety, that to 


thoſe who knew but little of him, it was difficult = 


diſtinguiſh which was moſt predominant in his 
Mind ; but 1, who had been one of his chief Cor- 
ruptors, and by my artful Deſigns of impoſing on 


him, had made him fo profligate, as to diſable him 
from judging Right from Wrong, was very ſenſible | 
his Debaucheries were his own, and that all Ap- 


pearance from him of Sobriety or Decency, was 


owing to the Influence of his Wife OFavia, How- 


ever, when I was informed that he often conſorted 
with learned Men, or at any time gave himſelf Lei- 
ſure to reflect, and that his Wife, by her Behaviour, 
gained the Eſteem and Love of all the Athenians, it 
ſtung me to the very Soul. 


But when I heard that Aue had taken on (n 


the Name of Bacchus, and would be adored under 
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the Denomination of The God of Topers; that he 
had a Temple near Athens, and erected a Throne 
in a Grotto which was called the Cave of Bacchus, 
where divers Inſtruments: of ſoft Muſic were em- 
ployed to enervate and weaken the Mind; my 
Hopes began to revive, and my Sorrow to be tan 
into Joy. To his Debauchery he alſo added the 
moſt inſatiable Avarice ; for the Greeks in Crouds 

proſtrating themſelves before the new Bacchus, ſup- 
plicated him to take to his Wife Pallas, the God- 
deſs and Protectreſs of the Athenians. Anthony com- 
plied with their Requeſt, and conſented to the Mar- 
riage, on Condition that the Goddeſs ſhould bring 
with her, as a Dowry, a Thouſand Talents. This Turn 
greatly ſurpriſed his Flatterers ; and one of the Arbe. 
nians told him, that Jupiter his Father exacted no 
| Dowry of Semele his Mother, That is true, replied 
Anthony ; but Fupiter was rich, and I want Money. 


The ſame Feaſt was kept in all the Towns of 
Peloponneſus, and each contributed, according to his 
| Power, to the Expences of the Marriage of Pallas 
and Bacchus. Anthony was fo delighted with his 
new Dignity (which he took care ſhould 'not be an 
empty Title), that he ordered the Name of Bacchus. 
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to be inſcribed at * Foot of all the Status eretted 
* Honour. | | 


Dory Inſtance of Can Avarice, and "TRY 
chery; which I heard of Anthony, gave me infinite 
datisfaction; both becauſe I knew them to be the 
Fruit of my own Plantation in his Mind, and that 
Octavia, tho' the beſt and moſt indulgent Wife in 
the World, yet, as ſhe loved him ſincerel y, and 
could not be pleaſed with what muſt end in his 

Diſhonour, would find it impoſlible continually to 
keep him from the Woman, who not only complied 
with his Debaucheries, but daily invented new Ways 
to heighten the Gratification of them. 


 Anthoy . Athens ſet Sail to Syria, where he 
ſettled ſome Affairs that ſtood in need of Regula- 
tion, and then he returned again to Azhens. Here, 
being provoked with Cæſar, by ſome Reports he had 
received againſt him, he made no Stay; but failed 
immediately for Italy, with a Fleet conſiſting of an 
Hundred Ships; and being refuſed Harbour at 
Brundufium, he made for Tarentum. There his 
Wife Ofavia, who came from Greece along with 
him, and was then with Child, prevailed with him 
to ſend her to her Brother. She met Ofavins by 


the Way, and had a Conference with him, in the 
M 2 Preſence 
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Preſence of his Two Friends Miſenius and Agrippa. 
By her Tears and Prayers, and intreating her Bro- 
ther to conſider her Miſery, if War ſhould enſue be- 
tween him and her Huſband, ſhe ſo ſoftened Cz/ar, 
that he marched peaceably to Tarentum, where, with 
a powerful Army drawn up on Shore, and with a 
great Fleet in the Harbour, no one Act of Hoſtility 
was committed on either Part; nothing but kind 
Salutations and other Expreſſions of Friendſhip paſ- 
fing between one Side and the other. In ſhort, 
Oftavia again was the Cauſe of Peace between 
W 1 and ne, 0 k klin err 


But hill 1 raving at the Diſappointicne of 
all my Hopes, every thing turned out much more 
agreeably to my Wiſh than the warmeſt Imagina- 
tion could have flattered me with, or my higheſt 
Confidence of my own Charms could have expect- 
ed; for it was at length agreed that Cz/ar ſhould 
give Anthony Two of his Legions to ſerve him in the 
Parthian War, and that Anthony ſhould in Return 
leave with him an Hundred armed Gallies. Of7avia 
moreover obtained of her Huſband Twenty Brigan- 
tines for her Brother, and of her Brother a Thouſand 
Foot for her Huſband, So having parted very good 


Friends, Gz/ar went immediately to make War with 
4 EZ Sextus 
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Sextus Porpeius for the Recovery of Sicily; and 
Anthony, leaving with him his Wife and Children, 


together with the Children by his tormer Wife un, 
10 Sail for a a. 


This dates 80 e 8 ham OGavis, fied 
to me the only Means by which I could regain him. 
J had long ago wrote a Letter, which J truſted to + 
one of my faithful Spies to give Anthony, whenever 
he ſhould be abſent from his Wife, who from the 
Time of that fatal Marriage, which cauſed me ſuch 
incredible Torment, had, in Appearance, had ſo 
much Influence over him, that my Pride would not 
ſuffer me to venture the dreadful Fate of having my 
Paſſion, or, to ſpeak more properly, my pretended 
Love, expoſed under my Hand to a Rival, to whom, 
I knew, if Antbony was really fond, he would not 
ſcruple the making me a Sacrifice. For all Women 
who will not be contented, unleſs the Paſſions of 
their Lovers ariſe to Madneſs, and ſpur them on to 
be unreaſonable and injurious to the reſt of Mankind, 
muſt pay the Tax of being for ever uncertain how 
ſoon a Transfer of thoſe Paſſions. (which have no 
other Foundation. than Whim and Caprice) may 
facrifice them to the newer and more pleaſing 
— 
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However, as ſoon as Anthony was one' Day's Jour- 


ney from his Wife, my Spy delivered him n Letter 


which contained theſe Words: 


« Langu ape is too narrow, and Words are too 
weak, to expreſs or convey to Anthony an Idea of 
what Havock and Deſolation his Behavionr has 


made in Cleopatra's tormented Boſom. Perhaps 1 


am even now too bold and preſumptuous in daring 
to addreſs you under the well-known, the well- 
beloved Name of Anthony ; and ſhould make my 


Application with ſuch Diſtance and Ceremony as 
js due to one of the lordly Maſters of the Univerſe, 
and the Huſband of Czſar's Siſter. But forgive me, 
my Anthony (for ſo I muſt call you), as that Name 
brings to my Remembrance thoſe happy Days, 


when Time itſelf flew too faſt for our Pleaſures ! 
when in each other all our Defires were ſatisfied, 


and every Joy complete! Yet why ſhould I wiſh 
to bring to my Remembrance what only ſerves to 


heighten the Senſe of my preſent Miſery ? I know 
not ; unleſs it be, that Paſſions, as ſtrong as that 


which has long been fixed within my Breaſt, when 


diſappointed, neglected, and deſpiſed, render us 
incapable of every other Comfort but of 'venting 
our Sorrows, Could, Tears write as legibly as 


cc Ink, 
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« Ink, my ſtreaming Eyes would, with an inex- 
hauſtible Fund, aſſiſt me to ſend you all my 


C | 


La) 


e Woes, and pour forth all my Griefs. But think 


« not I mean to move you to Compaſlion ; no- 
« that were too much for the wretched Queen of 


Egypt to expect. And yet, methinks, ſhould 


you deign to anſwer and comfort me but with 


cc 


One Line under your Hand, the Crime could not 
« be very great. Or, if an Opportunity preſents it- 
« ſelf, ſhould you, in Pity, ſuffer me once more to 


« ſee you (for I would fly to obey your Commands), 


e cannot think fuch Pity would be unbecoming 
the noble Anthony. But perhaps fuch a Con- 
e deſcenſion would be taken ill by the mighty Cz/ar. 


« He would fancy his Siſter neglected, and himſelf 
« affronted. I confeſs this Objection to my Requeſt | 
« ſtartles me; for I am told your Genius is daunted 


<« ind affrighted when in the Preſence of Cz/ar”s. 
Be therefore cautious that he grows not angry; 


« and let not the unhappy Cleopatra be the Cauſe 


« of your offending the great and mighty Cæſar, 
« who has found the Means to awe Mankind. I 
« once thought Anthony could haye been awed by 
“ no Frowns but thoſe of his Cleopatra; but thoſe 
Days are paſt. To gratify Cæſar, and compoſe 


3 


01 
* Ofavia, 


. 


his — Anthony muſt be entirely devoted to 
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« Ofavia, and I muſt be the loſt the wretched, 
© abandoned, neglected, deſpiſed, and, O] let me 
4 add * is ſincerely * the 3 | 


cc Cirorarha,” 


Anthony in his Diſpoſition had p oreat deal both . 


of Pride and Compaſſion ; but when the former 


intervenes, the latter muſt for the preſent ſubſide; 
unleſs they have different Objects to work upon; 


for no Man can at once feel his Pride piqued, and 


his Compaſſion moved, by the ſame Object. I de- 


pended therefore more on thoſe Parts of my Letter 


which tended to alarm the former, than on thoſe 


which ſeemed daes to raiſe the latter. | 


This was indeed my laſt Reſource, . For 0Gavia 
was too young, too - handſome, and too faultleſs. in 
her Behaviour, for me to find any other Means of 
engaging Anthony to abandon her, and Juſtify 1 to him- 
ſelf his ſo doing, than by making him imagine ſhe 
wanted to hold him by Cz/ar's Power. I did not 
fear but that if I could once move his Paſſions in my 
Favour, his Imagination would help him either to bias 


or to lence his Ju gment ; and I ſucceeded be- 


yond D 
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yon! my ExpeRtation. For when! he read my 
Letter, at thoſe Parts I endeayoured to exeits him 


to Pity, he fad, c. Poor - Cleopatra what: muſt you 


4 have, ſuffered!” - But when he came te that 


Part which concerned Cz/ar, he ſtamped, bit his 


Lips with Rage, and cried out, Shall Qfguia 


4 have me all, for Fear of C Frowns? No! 


4 Fil ſhew the World this mighty Cæſar's Nod 
„% may be obeyed by Slaves; but that Anthony 
4e will ſhare, not dread, his Power. Then he 


threw down the Letter, rayed and railed at me, for 
imagining he was capable of Fear; and, for a Mo- 


ment, ſeemed to harbour in his 8 even againſt 


Cleopatra, a moſt implacable Hatred. But when 
de had wentell bis Bafin in, All be Fury Words 


could expreſs, his Mind toak a ſudden Turn. My 


Image preſented itſelf to his Fancy: He ſnatched 


up the Letter again, and on peruſing the Conclu- 


ſion, in which I had fo ſtrongly painted my Diſtrao- 
tion, he ſaid, Oh Egypr! I will reward thy Con- 
„ ſtancy, thy Love, and Tenderneſs; and let O#a- 
via ſee, that J am not to be awed, nor e. 
« irs Lover” 5 3 513 TEES AN 1 
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When Aube had once got hin Notion: feongly ; 
in his Mind, that his Wife wanted to keep him by 
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the Terror of her Brothet's Rage, he dan to hate 
her, without ſeriouſly confidering whether ſhe was 


guilty or innocent, of what ſhe was accuſed by =y 
Art, aſſiſted by his own Bae | magination. | 


When my Spy, to whom I had itruſted my 
Letter, ſent me Word in what Manner Anthony had 
received it, I wrote to him Day after Day, till he came 
into Syria; where, contrary to the Advice of all 
his Friends, and notwithſtanding their Remon- 
ſtrances, he ſent Funteius Capes | to Conduct me 


to him. 


None but thoſe ambitious Minds which, en 3 
long Deſpair of Succeſs, have at length arrived at the 
full Enjoyment of their mad Deſires, can have an 
adequate Idea of my W at the Sight of An. 
a 8 ee, 


be whole dude uf my Scherile/ it in piquing Am. 
zhony with the Thoughts of his Fear of Cæſar, gave 
me almoſt as much Pleaſure as did the Conſequenee 
of it in regaining his Inclinations. For as this was 
my own Contrivance, I applauded myſelf for the 


e of my Invention. Which Self. approba- 
tion 
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tion is, perhaps, one of the higheſt Gratifications a 
Fe ans TR Soul can bee oi 


1 flew. to obey. 8 Camitlands.: : . as 
ſoon as it was poſſible to make the needful Preps- 


rations, I {et out with his Meſſenger 73 


Nn Thoughts were e employed, 1058 my Jour- 
ney, in what Manner I ſhould behave on my Arri- 
val. I aſked Fonteius Capito a thouſand Queſtions 
about Anthony" s preſent Diſpoſition ; how he | be- F 
haved towards Octavia; and what was now his Way 
of talking concerning Women in general? For I 
was well appriſed t that much was hence to be learn- 
ed as to the Manner in which it would be moſt pro- 


be to treat him. i 


By Chin 8 i and my 3 of An- 
2 , collected that his general Diſcourſe concern- 
ing Women implied a Contempt of them ; as if they 
were properly Slaves to Men, and could not be too 
ſubmiſſive. As to Ofavia, that notwithſtanding 
her utmoſt Care and Diligence to obey even his 
minuteſt Commands, yet from the Careleſſneſs of his 
own Diſpoſition, and from the Simplicity of hers, 


he never belicved ſhe ſubmitted to him at all. 
N 2 deen eee 
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the Time of her laſt Marriage, to be perfectly ac- 


fo folly in his OT, as that it! 5 uf 


dulgence of 1 


Review before a Man's Eyes, whenever I pleaſed. 


I had placed Sits aid about Offovia, from 


quainted with her real Character; and as I knew 
every Turn, and could trace the meſt intricate La- 


byrinths, of Anthony's Mind, I could eaſily perceive 


that Ofavia was fo aſſiduous in her Endeavours to 
oblige her Huſband, and was fo chearful in her 
Compliance with him, that his Commands appeared 
to him to be her own natural Inclinations. In ſhort, 
it was Ofavia's Study to obey him in Fact; and as 
ſhe had no ſiniſter Views in what ſhe did, the nerer 
thought of making it a Point to place her Obedience 
be Wee in 


his Mind. 


 Oftavia Aucessded b in * Dies 3 for the as 
Anthony, And now I reſolved to gain my Project, 
by engaging him to believe that 1 -obeyed Him ; 
whilſt in Reality I 'thoughe ef nothing but the 48 
y Inelinations, and che gratifying my 
Ambition. I underſtood the Art of making the 
utmoſt of all the Ad vantages Nature had given me. 
could muſter all my Charms, both of Perſon and 


Underſtanding, Pecud tek them inthe maſt be- 


coming Manner, and make them pas, as it were, in 


2 
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As to Goodneſs, could at any Time affect juſt as 
much of it as ferved my preſent Purpoſe, and was 


conducive to the accompliſhing any of my favourite 


Schemes; and as this was Affectation, like a looſe 
Robe I could turn and wind it, fo as to place it in 


that Light which I thought beſt fitted to dazzle and 
blind the Eyes of the Man whom [ intended the 


Honour of bang! m i 2 


I was alſo 19 0 pleaſed by Capito 8 A500 at, that 
Anthony did not ſee OZavia's Actions in the faireſt 
View. For when I joined this with the Reflec- 


tion on his kindling ſo ſoon with my hinting his 


Fear of Cz/ar, I began to hope that bis Wife had 


never had any great Share in his [nclinations ; but 
that the Deſire of keeping Peace with Cæſar had 


indeed been the true Motive of his hitherto' living, 
well with her. I knew how to manage this Thought 


to my own- Advantage, and reſolved to have it 


ready to echo in Antbonys Ears, whenever I could 
make it any- ways ſubſervient to my own Intereſt. 


Fhus, by forming in my Mind various Schemes how 
Ffhould improve this my new Conquelt (as eſteemed 
it) over Anthony, did I employ my Thoughts till. we 


Anthony 
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Anthony waited not to receive me. at home; but 


came to conduct me Part of the Way himſelf, The 


Joy that appeared in his Countenance at my Ap- 
proach, is not to be expreſſed. I threw: myſelf at 
his Feet in the moſt humble Poſture, and put on ſo 
ſubmiſſive an Air, as added to the Delight of ſeeing 
me again, after ſo long an Abſence; and raiſed in his 
Mind the pleaſing Reflection, that I was wholly in 
his Power, and had no Brother to fly to for Re- 
fuge, in caſe he ſhould abandon me. This gratified 
him in all reſpe&s ; for beſides his apparent Inclina- 


tion for me, it fixed him in the Opinion that he was 


engaged on my Side by every Tie of Compaſſion and 
Goodneſs. He made me a great many valuable 
Preſents, and ſeemed to be as much my own as ever. 
But I forbore ſome time trying any great Experi- 
ments of my Power, leſt by a too haſty Uſe of it I 


ſhould diminiſh and deſtroy it. For the preſent, 


therefore, I only echoed my Obedience in his Ears, 
and was ſo very ſubmiſſive, that I took care to make 


all my Words and Actions appear the Reſult of his 


Commands. However, in order to gratify myſelf 
with the natural Bent of my Humour, I was doubly 
inſolent to every one around me. This Behaviour 


kept up in Anthony ſome Notions of my Greatneks ; : 


and a at the ſame time charmed him with the Idea 


Ku 


that all that Greatneſs was dependant on him, and 
in compliance to his untontrouled Will and Plea- 


ow: | 
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Mind the Opinion of my obedient and ſubmiſſive 
Temper ſo very ſtrongly, 1 that I thought it would be 
difficult for even a contrary Behaviour to root it 
from his Imagination. By degrees I began to exert 
again all my former Humours in the ſame Manner 


as when he was firſt with me at Alexandria but yet 


he did not in the leaſt diſcover it, or perceive the Al- 

teration. As an old Man, when his Memory begins to 
decay, retains ſtill thoſe Impreſſions which in the Vi- 
gour of Youth were imprinted on his Mind, and yet 
| forgets what paſſed but Yeſterday, ſo Anthony greedily 
receiving the Impreſſion of my Obedience, and his 
Fancy picturing it continually before his Eyes, what- 


At the very time when every one elſe ſaw that I 
ſtudied nothing but my own Will and Pleaſure, he 

would inſiſt and affirm, that his Pleaſure was the 
e nay, only Object of my Study. When I 
found 1 had him thus ſecure, I began to put in Exe- 
cution the Deſigns I had before intended. 
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ever paſſed afterwards had no Power to eradicate it. 
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The firſt Step I took, was to get rid of all thoſe 


| Friends of Anthony" s who had adviſed him againſt 


ſending for me into Syria; and likewiſe of all thoſe 
who, as my Spies informed me, had favoured Ofavia. 
And here I played my old Trick over again ; that is 
to ſay, I uſed them with ſuch repeated Inſults, ſuch 
Arrogance and Il|-nature, as rendered it impoſſible 


ſor them to conceal their Anger; and the very In- 


ſtant they preſumed to ſhew, by their Looks, 
that they were not even rejoiced at being abuſed, 


I made Anthony believe their L Diſpleaſure aroſe 


from Diſreſ pect to n which ed their * 


12 me. 


W hen by theſes means 1 had ene * of all 
thoſe Perſons to whom I had any Diſlike, and had 


ſatisfied my Revenge, my next Step was to endea- 
vour to obtain ſome Gratification for that raging 


Avarice which poſſeſſed me. This 1 contrived to 


accom pliſh by raiſing falſe Accuſations againſt | the 


Syrian Noblemen and Governors. The Moment 1 


took it into my Head to fancy the Poſſeſſions of 
others would be convenient to me, I invented ſome 


monſtrous Story of their Perfidiouſneſs and Trea- 
chery, of the Truth of which 1 was careful to con- 


vince Anthony by Ten thouſand Arts and Plots; 
whilſt 


hi he Good! mien of my Watchfulnek 
for his Safety; and applauded my great Penetration 
in diving into all political Secrets. A Penetration 
indeed no Perſon could have attained with the ut- 
moſt Aſſiduity, joined to the moſt univerſal Know- 
lege; unleſs, like me, their Invention ſupplied the 
Want of Fact, and they could paint others in any 
N wh io beſt * their own e e 8 
Stent n my antenne e tte Aſt 
en of Lyſanias, whom he himſelf had made 
King of Chalcis. My Pretence was, his taking Part 
with his Enemies; but my real Aim was, to be en- 
riched with his Spoils. In ſhort, rene, Cyprus, Cælo- 
Syria; Hurea, and Phbenicia, with great Part of Cilicia 
and Crete, were all added to my hereditary Domi- 
nions, which (now I had again got Poſſeſſion of 
Anthony) looked upon as a mere Trifle, in compa- 
riſon of that unbounded Power, and i . Tua 
n my Fancy had e on me. wr bnumend 
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But the principal Objedts 51 my 1 . 
were Herod” Kingdom of Fudea; and:Malchus's of 
"Arabia + The former of whom 1 accuſed of having 
governed tyrannically, and the latter of having fa- 
voured the Parthians. I had alſo another Motive, 
n 00 O | beſides 
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befides the avaricious Defire of his Kingdom, which 
prompted me to endeavour to dethrone Herod, 
namely, his'F ondneſs of his Wife Mariumme: For 
although Judea was granted to Herod by the _ 
mans, yet by his own Bravery and Conduct . 
yu the — > 517 


Herod was a King 3 * his Valour, and 
eſteemed in the World as a great Man ; and conſe- 
quently I could not bear the Thought of another 
Woman's having any Power over him; for I looked 
on all the Kings, at leaft all the famous Kings, of 
the Earth, as born to be Slaves to my fuperior 
Charms. Nor did it leſſen in the leaſt my Enmity 
to Mariamme, when I conſidered I had great Rea- 
fon to believe that ſhe had no Fondneſs for Herod. 
For I looked on Deceit as ſo trifling an Expence, 
that the World's even imagining a Woman had any 
i Influence over a Man who had a Kingdom at his 
|) Command, was, in my Opinion, more than a fuf- 
—_ ficient Reward for ſuch Deceit. | 


1 It is true, Hered had 3 his Reign with a 
1 5 barbarous and ſavage Action; for after having 
delivered the old Hyrcanus from Conſinement, and 
granted him all royal Honours, he underhand 


contrived 
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contrive that he ſhould ſuffer a cruel Death. But 
this, though the pretended, was not the real Cauſe 
of my accufing him to Anthony. 80 far was I from 
conſidering Cruelty in its true Light, when it was per- 
petrated in order to obtain a Crown, that I ſhould have 
deſpiſed the Man, as void of Spirit, who had heſitated 
a Moment the Overleaping any Bounds which barred 
his Paſſage to the aſcending a Throne. However, 
this Affair was deferred for a little time; becauſe 
the Seaſon of the Vear called Anthony to quit An 
tioch, and to march towards Armenia. I was very 
unwilling to part with him, fearing, by a ſecond 
Abſence, to loſe my Power again; and notwith- 
ſtanding all 'the Oppoſition that Reaſon could make 
to it, I would accompany him as far as the Banks 
of the Eupbrates, where I made it ſo much his 
Employment to prevent my plaguing him with my 
Whims and Caprice, that he neglected, by theſe 

-means, all the neceſſary Preparations for the War, 
which a much leſs experienced General (who had 
not been thus infatuated to the Charms of a Wo- 
man) could not have omitted. The nearer we 
approached to Armenia, the more ſtrongly I renew- 
ed my Solicitations of obtaining the Kingdoms of 
Judea and Arabia. 
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X 
Anthony was leading his Troops againſt a formi- 
dable People; and if he ſhould fall in that War, 


J was willing to be in Poſſeſſion of all that his 


preſent. Power could inveſt me. with. At Laedicea, 
Herod and | Malchus. attended the Triumvir, in 
order to juſtify. themſelves from the Crimes laid 


to. their Charge, | 


But ith. all 52 As it was « Miſtrch. of, of 
all Anthony" $ Partiality in my Favour, 1 could 
only prevail with him to take from Herod, Fericho, 


and the Balſam: Gardens; ; and from M alchus, Ara- 


bia, Nabath, which i is ſo fruitful in Perfumes. | N lay, 
when I preſſed him farther, he at laſt grew ſo 
peeviſh, that he bid me mind my own Bußneb, and f 
not trouble N any more about Herod. ren 


This was the FN Rebuff 1 ever met with 
from Anthony, and the only Point in which 1 
ever failed of Succeſs. The Diſappointment was 


very hardly borne by one of my impetuous I emper; . 
nor did J ever forget it; but took every Occaſion 


to teaze and torment Anthoy, the Remainder of 


my Life. 


But although ks cou Id not Gary" my 


boundleſs Ambition, nor my inſatiable Avarice ; 


- 
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for if he wad given me 4 World, 8 an Rage + 
tion only. of the minuteſt 'T Tifle, I ſhould have been 

diſſatisfied ; yet was he much reproached with his 
Profuſeneſs N me. He would often fay, that 
the Greatneſs of the Roman Empire conſiſted more 
in n giving, that in Scene, Kingdoms 1 


All the Reroaches' that were caſt on ' Autberg 
for my fake, appeared to my Fancy ſo many 
Trophies erected to my Honour; as they were 

Proofs of my Power over him ; ; and, according 
to the Notions I had long fixed in my Mind, 
his Honour and my own were ſo incompatible, 


that I always thought as the one leſſened, the other 


increaſed. 


At length I was obliged to \ are F921 whilſt | 
he purſued the Parthian War: But before 1 parted 
from him, I renewed all my old Tricks over again, 
and played the ſame Part as when we were ſepa- 
rated before. One Moment flattering him with all 
the Marks of paſſionate Sorrow, in my being ſo un- 
fortunately obliged to live a Day without his Pre- 
ſence; and the other, putting on the Height of 
l and Rapture on his being yet with 


ok would ſigh, and break forth in Exclama- 
tions 
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tions on the curſed Parthian War, e as the Cauſe of 
my having. once loft Anthony : Adding, that I 


ſhould not then have parted with him, had I known 


he would have ſteered his Courſe towards Italy. 
But ſhould Cæſar, the mi ighty wn fend for him 


to Rome, and Offavid, by her Brother's Power, 


have again t the Poſſeſſion of him, I could never ſur- 
vive it, 


| When I faw Ml was 'thownghly OED” 


at parting with me, and that by giving him an Idea 
of Cæſar's ſending for him (as being 
Power) he was deeply affected; then would 1 


make a ſudden Tranſition in his Mind, by ſmiling. 
him into Joy ; and ſaying, there was no Cauſe yet to 


grieve, for my Mark Anthony was yet with his Cleo- 


patra; and I would reſerve my Grief, to vent it 


when alone. 


Thus did 1 Atera y work Anthony into Ago- 


nies, and raiſe him into Raptures, till I knew I had 
fixed my Image fo ſtrongly on his Mind, that he 
would haften back with the utmoſt Speed. We 
parted; but I did not keep my Word in venting my 


Grief alone. Indeed how was it poſſible I ſhould; 
for in n Reality J had none to expreſs? And the Af. 


fectation 


one of ſuperior 
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feftation of it vaniſhed, as. fboon as my Hero was 
abſent. Inſtead of grieving, i it was my study how to 


amuſe and divert myſelf, 


| Fudea ran much i in my Head, becauſe I was dif 
appointed in the Poſſeſſion of it, which, I believe, 
N me think of going thither. I viſited all the 
principal Towns in Syria, and came at laſt to Fudea. 
Herod treated me with the higheft Reſpect, and 
ſeemed inclined to engage me in his Party, in caſe 
Alexandra, his Wife's Mother, a Woman of an am- 
bitious turbulent Spirit, ſhould give him any Diſtur- 
bance by Complaints to Anthony. But I had Defigns 


of my own; and was reſolved to try every Method 
to obtain his Kingdom. KI e 


- 


The firſt Thought that ftruck me, was to endea- 
vour to inſpire Herod with Love; for which I had 
Two Reaſons. The one was, to free him from Ma- 
riamne, and have another King my Slave; the other, 
that I was ſure this would be a certain Method of 
deſtroying him with Auth; about whoſe Perſon 
I had placed my Friends and Spies in ſuch a Man- 
ner, as I doubted not his being made believe that I 
was innocent; and Herod, tho guilty, unſucceſsful. 
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I had accu ſtomed the Triumvir to ſo much F al- 
lacy, and had uſed him ſo long to think any thing 
true which he had a mind ſhould be ſo, that I 


| might very well depend on his Fondneſs for my own 


Acquittal. But I knew Herod's Head muſt pay the 
Forfeit of Anthony's once imagining he preſumed but 
to think of me. Nay, I went ſo far as to believe it 
would make 4nthony yet more my Slave, after he 
ſhould have the dreadful Idea of my being poſſeſſed 
by another. And I had artfully (which I was con- 
vinced was in my Power) turned that dreadful Idea 
into the pleaſing Image that my Love for, 2 Con- 
ane to links , were * ig | 


ET 
W 


1 called forth 1 my aa put in \ Practice 
all my Artifice and Cunning to bring Herod to my 


Lure, but in vain. The politic King of Judea 
would not be the Rival of one of the Maſters of the 


- Univerſe, who was to be the Arbiter of his Fate. 
To this I imputed his cold Reception of the Ad- 
vances I made him; but had I once thought (what 
might perhaps be wur that my bold Behaviour 
ſtruck him with Horror, and that his Fondneſs for 
Mariamme kept him conſtant to her, I ſhould have 
deſpiſed myſelf for the Impotence of my own 


Charms: And the Moment I could have thought fo 
meanly 


meanly. of myſelf; my diſappointed Pride would 


have driven me to Diſtraction. But whatever was 


the - Cauſe of Herod's Coldneſs, his being ſo at all, 


raiſed in me fuch an inveterate Hatred towards him, 
that the Zeal I had againſt him before, for the fake 
of getting his Kingdom, was redoubled by the Hopes 
of gratifying my Revenge. However, Herod thought 


proper to wait on me to the Borders of Egypt, and | 


loaded me with rich and valuable Preſents before 
we parted ; I ſuppoſe, in Expectation to have aſ- 


ſwaged my Anger, and have made me bury his 


Neglect in Oblivion; but he was greatly deluded, in 
not —_— _ that * ö was 2 


At my Return to Albtandris, the firſt News I 


heatd was, that Cæſgqar had made a moſt glorious 
Campaign, had conquered all Sicily, and forced 
Sextus Pompeius from thence : That he had reduced 
Lepidus to reſign. the Office, and renounce the Power 
and Name, of a Triumvir, and obliged him to lead 
a private Life: That the Senate of Rome ſtrove with 
Emulation which ſhould court and flatter Cz/ar the 
moſt, But of all the Honours decreed him by the 
Senate, what affected me with the greateſt Horror 


. chat they decreed a ſumptuous Feaft in the 
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Capitol, where Ceſar an and all his F ail were 1 
: be preſent. | | 3 


| Wha en Anthony ebe * I was tile of O. 
vias Rivalſhip, Livia, Cafar s Wife, became the 
principal Object of my Envy. The Charms of her 
Perſon, joined to a ſprightly Underſtanding, excited 
my Envy of her as a Woman; but when ſhe became 
Czſar's Wife, and was to ſhare in his Honours, my 
Rage againſt her. was inſupportable. She was a 
Woman in whoſe Breaſt Love and Ambition were ſo 
mixed, that they alternately broke forth, as Accident 
or outward Circumſtances gave Occaſion. While ſhe 
lived with. Tiberius Mero, her firſt Huſband, and 
when, after the Wars of Porus, he wandered about, a 
Fugitive from his Country, her Love exerted all its 
Force, and ſhe chearfully ſhared her Huſband's Miſ- 
fortunes, with the greateſt Affection; but as ſoon as 
ſhe was Cefar's Wife, as if ſhe had been infected 
with a new Paſſion, not hitherto perceived even by 
Herſelf, ſhe was actuated by nothing but Ambition. 
She made Cz/ar adopt the Children ſhe had by 
Tiberius Nero, to the Prejudice of his own Grand- 
children; and employed all her future T houghts. 
how to aggrandize her own Family, I was indeed 


. that Caſar had reduced En to a private 
Life; 
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9 Lie; thinking that now the whole Power would de- 
volve on him and Anthony. But yet that very Con- 
queſt which I was fo pleaſed with, became hateful 
to me, when I reflected it was gained by Livia's 

Huſband, and that ſhe | was to aca in | the wy 

of his Victories. LS | 
Whilſt u my ; e was 0 agitated by different 

Paſſions, and fluctuated between Hopes and Fears, 

a Meſſenger from Antbony arrived at Alexandria, by 

whom I was informed, that Authbony had made a very 

different Campaign from Cæſʒgar. That notwith- 
ſtanding he had ſo formidable a Power, which put 
all the Indians on the other Side of Bactria under 
the greateſt Conſternation, and alarmed Afa ; yet 

that it proved unprofitable to him, through his im- 

patient Defire of returning to ſpend the Winter 

with me: Which Propoſal urged him to begin the 

War fo early in the Seaſon, and to carry it on with ſo 

lirtle Conduct, as plainly proved to his whole Army, 

that he longed more to throw himſelf at my Feet, 
than to overcome the Enemy. In ſhort, I heard that 

Anthony, after having been harraſſed, and diſappoint- 

ed of all his Schemes, by being fo far advanced in an 

Enemy's Country in the midft of Winter, had made 


one of the moſt miſerable Retreats ever recorded in 
3 iert 
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Hiſtory. That, what with his Retreat from Paribia, 
and marching through Cappadecia, amidſt deep 
Snows, and other intolerable Hardſhips, he had loſt 
above Thirty thouſand of his Men; but that at laſt 
he himſelf was fafe at the Caſtle of Leucocume, be- 
tween Berytas and Sidon where he deſired me to 


meet him, and with . waited my Ar- 


| rival. 


N Weste en this N88 may appear fo "wort 
ful, yet I was never better pleaſed than at the Ac- 
count of it; as in ſome meaſure it abated the un- 
caly Reflections Livia had occaſioned. 


is true, Ceſar had Sens but 2 bad . 
uva the World that Livia's Influence over him 
was not powerful enough to perplex him, or deftroy 
his Conduct: Whilſt Anthony's whole Soul was ſo 
entirely poſſeſſed with my Image, that his Anxiety 
was too great for him to act with his * Pru- 


dence. 


Tis 150 Ceſar ala is Livia ſhare his Ho- 
nour ; but Autbony would venture his own Ruin, 
only for the ſake of a more ſpeedy Return to me. In 


ſhort, on the Compares I thought my Glory the 
8 
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higheft; and believe I was better fatisfied, than if 
Anthony had carried on the War with more Succeſs, 
had wintered his Troops in Armenia, and ſhewn the 
World he could bear my Abſence; even though the 
| Reſult of his Succeſs had been bis returning home 
crowned with Conqueſt. For though Avarice and 
Ambition both united in my Deſire of Anthony's. 
gaining new Kingdoms, becauſe I knew he would 
lay them at my Feet; yet his being my Slave, and 
the World's ſeeing he was the Dupe of his Paſſion 


for me, were my principal Points in view. 


Anthony's Meſſenger took an Opportunity to en- 
large on his Maſter's Praiſes; informing me, that 
whilſt his Soldiers were in all the Miſery which the 
greateſt Hardſhips, the moſt diſtreſſing Want, and 
the utmoſt Danger could bring, he became a Fa- 
ther to them; ran from Tent to Tent; procured 
Relief for alle: Sick and Wounded ; and with his 
own Hands adminiſter'd to their Neceſlities, whilſt 
Tears ſhewed the Tenderneſs of his Compaſſion. 
No doubt but the Meſſenger imagined theſe his 
Praiſes of my Lover would afford me much Plea- 
ſure ; but he was miſtaken ; for I did not want to be 
informed, that 4nthony, when no other Paſſion in- 


tervened to get the better of it, had naturally a great 
* und 
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Fund of We; in his Boſom; but from the 
Time I knew bim, it had antes chief Care to 
ſtifle all Senſibility to the Sufferings of others, and 
make him believe there was no Object of Compaſ- 
ſion, no proper Perſon on whom he could exert his 
Goodneſs, beſides myſelf ; ſo that when I heard of 
his Kindneſs and Benevolence to his Soldiers, I 
thought myſelf deprived of my Due ; and nothing 
was ſo uneaſy to me, as to part with any ung 1 
imagined my _ 


I began to think now on ſetting forth to Leuco- 
come; but before I had left Alexandria, another 
Meſſenger arrived from Anthony, who deſired me to 


make haſte to his Lord ; for that his Impatience to 
ſee me had made him like one [frantic : That, in 
order to ſhorten the Time, he gave himſelf up to 


Drinking and Voluptuouſneſs : That he could not 
even bear the Tediouſneſs of a Meal; but often ran 
to the Sea-{1de, to diſcern if I was coming. To. 
which the Meſſenger added, that he believed, if I 
did not appear very Joon at the Caſtle, Antbony, 
through Impatience, would diſpatch all his Atten- 


dants, one after another, to fetch me, and be left 
there by bimſelf. 


Nothing 


_CLEOPATRA. III 
Nothing could give me more Satisfaction than 
this Deſcription concerning Autbumy. However, the 
more I heard of his Uneaſineſs at my Abſence, the 
longer I delayed gratifying hi him by my Preſence ; 
for nothing could divert me ſo much as.the Num- 
ber of Meſſengers I met in my Way; and I pictured 
to myſelf every Hour, Antbony playing ſome mad 
' Prank, and making himſelf ridiculous on my ac 
count. I had often indulged the Foible of my Sex, 
in keeping favourite Monkies, and had always been 
diverted with them, in proportion as they fawned 
upon me, whilſt they ſcratched and bit every other 
Perſon that approached them ; but the having it in 
my Power thus to make a Man, a Roman General, 
one of the Three Lords of the Univerſe, a Monkey 
for my ſake, was ſuch exulting Pleaſure, ſuch rap- 
turous Joy, as is not to be deſcribed. And what 
ſtill added more to it was, the Reflection that An- 


thony's Underſtanding was allowed to be ſuperior to 
that of moſt other Men. 


This highly delighted me, as it flattered the Con- 
ceit of my own Power, in gaining ſuch Aſcendency 
over a Perſon of Anthony's Senſe and accompliſhed 
| Abilities, Here alſo another Compariſon with Livia, 


wherein I imagined myſelf to have greatly the 
Advan- 
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Advantage, occurred to my Mind. Livia had * 
deed in Cz/ar a fond and indulgent Lover; but yet 
her Power did not extend ſo far as to * his Na- 
ture, or infatuate his Reaſon. No- ſuch Triumph 
was reſerved for Cleopatra only; and I believe no 
Woman could have enjoyed the Triumph more. 


This Phrenzy of Anthony's laſted till I came into 
the Port; when he broke forth into the utmoſt 
Tran ſports of Joy imaginable. I had brought with 

me ſome Cloathing, and ſmall Preſents, for his 
aer : But Anthony was profuſe in his Generoſity 
toward them; which he took care to attribute to 
my Liberality, and contrived that I ſhould have the 
Honour of it: Though indeed the Money iſſued from 
his own Coffers ; for I never parted with any thing 
more than I was perſuaded I ſhould, in ſome ſhape 


or other, receive Intereſt for, even to Extortion. 


Anthony, by my Advice, in the Letter he wrote to 
the Roman Senate, put falſe Colours on the diſadvan- 
tageous Campaign he had made. For though I 
knew. common. Report would diſcover the Truth, 
yet I thought a little Deceit would do no Harm. 


Thou oh 
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* Though Cæſar underhand loved to ſpread theſe 
8 ! yet he ordered Supplications and Thanks 
to be given to the Gods for Anthony's Succeſs. I ſaw 
this was ſetting Deceit againſt Deceit, which I im- 
puted to the Artifices of Livia and Ofavia. For | . 
Ocavia had been all this Time in Nome; but noẽ-w 5 
being deſirous to ſeek her Huſband, ſhe obtained her 
Brother 2 for that Purpoſe. ir, dr acts 


. Ceſar was very ready to conſent ; thinking if Oc- 
tavia was treated with Indignity, it \ cult be a good 
Pretence for a civil War. | He ſent by her very mag- 
nificent Preſents to Anthony. Nothing could be fo 
terrible to me as the Thoughts of Octavia and An- 
thony's s meeting. She had already had the Power of 
detaining him from me Five Vears; and I dreaded 
the Conſequence of her ſeeing him again, 1 there- 
fore took care to contrive that ſhe ſhould receive 
Letters from Anthony, fignifying his Pleaſure that 
ſhe ſhould wait for him at Arens; aſſigning for 
an Apology, the troubleſome Wars wherein he was 1 
now engaged, which, he ſaid, would not permit —_  - bY 4 

to enjoy her Company at preſent. Octavia could _— 
not be i ignorant whence theſe Orders of her Huſband = 
proceeded ; yet ſhe ſent him Letters full of Reſpect ; 
and Affection, deſiring to know how he would 
have the Proyifion had made for his Uſe be dif- 
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poſed of. For ſhe brought with her Clothes for his 
Soldiers, Horſes, Money, and Preſents to his Friends 
a and Officers, and Two thouſand choſen Soldiers to 
recruit the Prerorian Cohorts he had loft. "Niger, 
one of Aubony's particular Friends, was ' entruſted 
with this Commiſſion ; who, after having given As 
zbony full Wen of what he had in Charge, 
cloſed it with great Commendations of Gabis; in 
which I joined to fo extravagant a Degree, that I 
could plainly perceive, I rather fixed Anthony's 
Thoughts on my Goodneſs, (who could thus p pralle 3 
Rival) than on Octavia. But I took care to Ude 
in now-and-then, as one of her good Qualities, that 
the was Cz/ar”s, the powerful Gale s, Siſter : Which 
I ſaw dwelt ſo ſtrongly on Anthony's Mind, as in 
7 that One Qualification all her good ones were paſſed 


over and forgotten. | 


a we knew Favia's Deſign i in quitting e, was to 
lay in her Claim, and contend with me, for her 
Huſband's Affections; which I thought was Jo very 
unreaſonable, that I r felved' en no Account to be ſe- 
parated from Anthony, whoſe preſent rpoſe 
join with the King of Media once more to take the 
Field againſt the Partbiamm. But my Deſign was 
far otherwiſe ; for the Suſpicion, that when Anthony 


approached Athens, he might take a Fancy to viſit 
his 
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kis Wike, was ſo ſhocking to me, that 1 diſplayed 
alt my Art, and ſet to work all the Cunning which 
Experience and a ſtrong Deſire of deceiving could 
inſpire me with; to prevent this dreadful Interview: 
In order to. keep Anthony from purſuing his own 
Schemes of going into Parthia, I pretended to be 
dying for Love of him. By Faſting, and every In- * 
vention I could fugg b 1 brought myſelf down to be r 
ſo thin, and look ſo pale and wan, that I ſeemed to „ 7 
be confuming away” with Fenſiveneſs and Sorrow. 
Whenever he entered the Room, I fixed my Eyes 
on him with Rapture; and whenever he took his 
Leave, I was fainting and dying away. I ſaw this 
worked Anthony into Agonies, and he would often | 
run from me, as unable to fupport my Sufferings. 
But the Moment he departed, burſt out a laughing fk 
at his Folly, and exulted i in the n 8 | =_ 


Power. 


Whenever he leſt me in this nb he was 
expeditious i in his Return; for he was equally un- _ 
able to bear the Thoughts of what I might ſuffer, as 1 
to be a Witneſs of it. I had acquired the Art of 
appearing in Tears at a Moments Warning; but as 
ſoon as he approached, I affected to dry them up in 
Haſte, as if aſhamed he ſhould be a Witneſs of my 
Confuſion and Diſorder ; ; or rather, as if unwilling * 
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to grieve him, I ne endeavour, if poſtible, to keep 
all my Sorrow to myſelf. Nay, ſometimes the very 
Tears which had ſtarted into my Eyes with Exceſs of 
Mirth and Laughter in his Abſence, would ſerve to 


_ perſuade him that r flowed Warn a quite, different 
Motive. 85 | 


i * bad hitherto \pleaſed aplelf with impoſing fo 
grokly on Anthony, as to make him believe all the 
Marks of other Paſſions, fuch as Anger, Pride, and 
Envy, were Marks of Love. This I delighted in 
moſt, as I fanſi ed my Power raiſed i in Proportion to 
the Groſſneſs of my Impoſition. But now, imagin- 
ing that if he went to the Parthian War, Octavia 
laid in wait at Athens, to ſeduce him from me, I 
thought it proper to come nearer the true Signs of 
Love in outward Appearance, in order to prevent 


his being thus ſeduced. 


Anthony was at preſent ſo ſurrounded and beſet 
with my Creatures and Flatterers, who were all ſo 
zealous to ſecond my Deſign, that he heard from 
them nothing but the Words I had dictated, and the 
Sentiments which I choſe he ſhould be inſpired with. 
They loaded Anthony with Reproaches : They charg- 
ed him with n. and n him with 
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Lady, whoſe: Soul entirely depended upon him, and ; 


on him alone. They added, that it was true'Ofa- 


via was his Wife, and did: enjoy that honourable 0 
Title, becauſe it was found convenient for the 


Affairs of her Brother to have it ſo: But Cleopatra, 


the ſovereign Queen of many Nations, muſt be con- 


tented with the N ame of Miſtreſs: Nor did ſhe ſhun 
or deſpiſe the Character, whilſt ſhe might have the 


Happineſs of ſeeing and living with him. If ſhe 
were bereaved of this, the Loſs would be too infup- 


e for her to expect to ſurvive i it. 


"tech was "& well 3 chat 1 muſt die 


if he forſook me, and ſo well ſatisfied it would be 


an Action of great Compaſſion and Goodneſs to 


facrifice himſelf and his Friends to Cleopatra, that, 
putting off all Thoughts at preſent of the Parthian 
War, he ſuffered me to lead him back in Triumph 


to Alexandria; whilſt his Wife Ofavia waited his 


Commands at Azhens, and the gazing World was 
aſtoniſhed at my Power. But notwithſtanding my 


Triumph on this Occaſion within my own Breaſt, 


yet was I not contented without daily tormenting 
and plaguing Anthony, with exerting all the Force of 


the moſt raging Jealouſy ; bleſſing i in my own Mind 


that 
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"oY Perſon who firſt aſſerted Jealouſy to be one of 
he ſtrongeſt Proofs of Love. And indeed my Fear 
of loſing Anthony, (though it was on the Confidera- 
tion of his being my Subject, more than my Lover 
would not let me reſt, whilſt Octavia fhould remain 
quietly at Athens. But yet I did not dare open 
inſiſt on his ſending her rudely back to Htaly; for my 
Method of accompliſhing my own Purpoſes, was to 
work Anthony's Paſſions in ſuch a Manner, that he 
' himſelf ſhould propoſe the Execution of my Schemes, 
without my ever mentioning one Word of the Mat- 
ter. However, J was refolved by ſome Means or 
other that Octavia ſhould return to Rome. One 
Day, when Anthony was gone abroad, I indited the 
following Letter, in his Name, to his Wife Oftavia. 


A 5 


&« As the preſent Situation of my Affairs will not 
permit me to meet you at Athens, I judge it pro- 
per that you immediately return to Rome, till 
&« ſuch time as it may be more convenient for 
“ me to ſee you either there, or at ſome other 
4 Place, which I ſhall take care to appoint.” 


Ly 
4 
„ 
» 
— 
* 
* 
* 
o 
. 
x 
( 
N 
7 
* "I'S " } eu 
* * * * C 
* * * 2 * 
a 4 ern — —ä—ͤ—4—— w¹2‚— K —— — P — nn * A area * TEES 
* * * vw 4 n 44-449 4 P—_ oe 


9 — Ä I 


FE 26+: 


wn 
f 1 F AM F 4.25 5 * — big Pi 64 2 
WA £ , 7 % 8 4 Oy, * * we" e ee 


2 * 


— 


« re df r we WS es 2 
r * r ©, Oh 
AS. 44 va 4 "ne * 
— 3 4 * 1 1 
N 8 8 
* 7 : = rw. x we S —_— \ 2 * * 
F eee, eee ER OC TE 8 


* 6 n 1 n N Gass N 

r N c 
— 7 e N N ELSE ES 
e Wie WRT * LS F \. Mo \ l . % 33 
8 2 : +4 x + 8 


CLEOPATRA. 


119 


This Letter I kept i in my Pocket, till I could have „ = 
an Opportunity of making my intended Uſe of it. 
Anthony often gave Intimations as if he wiſhed Or- . 

tavia was returned to Italy; and 1 was Yelolved, _ 


the next Time I found him in that Humour, to 
bring it about. It was not long before he mentioned 
his Wife, when T repeated my former extravagant 
Praiſes of her; concluding again with her being 
Cæſar's Siſter. Anthony changed Colour; looked 
angry 3 and ſaid, he would ſend her back to Rome, 
if it was only to ſhew Cæſar he defied his Power. 
In Appearance I was very much againſt ſuch a Pro- 'Y 
poſal ; and replied,” it would be dangerous to irritate _—_ 
_ Czfer, by fo public an Affront offered his Sifter. 1 
I urged all the Reaſons I could againſt it, till I faw N 
he was inclinable to be prevailed on by my Argu- 
ments; and then I ſuddenly concluded with beg- 
ging Him to remember what the Aftrologer had 
formerly told him; and, for his own ſake, to dread | 45 
the Wrath of him - whoſe Genius was the ſtronger, "I 
and which awed his into Fear and Trembling. 
This anſwered my Purpoſe ; for Anthony fell into a 
violent Rage ; repeated the Words, Fear and Trem- 
bling, ſeveral Times; and then broke out into ſuch 
Expreſſions, as plainly ſhewed he was determined 
Octavia ſhould not hold him by * nor would 
he 
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120 de. LIFE! 3 
he be rarified by Cz/ar's Wrath. As ſoon as his Rage 
was abated enough to hear me ſpeak, I told him, 
with a ſmiling Countenance, that he, I was confi- 

dent, would not ſend a Letter of my dictating 1 to 
Oclavia, to command her to return to Iraly: And, 

as ſoon as I had dared him into ſwearing he would 

ſend whatever I indited, I left him, with a Pretence 

of writing the Letter, and 1 brought him that above 

recited. As ſoon as he had read it, he took the Pen to 
copy it, which I with great Eagerneſs diſſuaded him 

from. I aſſured him it would bring on a civil War: 

That it was impoſſible Ociavia could brook ſuch an 

Affront; and many more Arguments I uſed, all of 

which tended to ſpur. him on to put in Execution 

what I affected to deſire to prevent. At laſt, when 

5 I knew he was poſſeſſed with the Sort of Spirit my 

Letter contained, I ſnatched it away from him, and 

burnt it; ſaying, what I had done only through 

Pleaſantry, and in ſeſt, ſhould not be the Cauſe of 

his venturing to diſpleaſe Cæſar. Thus 1 thoroughly 

convinced him of my affectionate Concern for his 

Welfare, whilſt I urged him on to the gratifying 
i'd Wiſh, to pe gilt my . 


* 


F 


The Letter he ſent was (by means of the Hu- 
. wen 1 had put him into) more inſolent, and fuller 
REA. of 
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ntempt, than that 1 
ient to her Huſband's mmands, im- 
whilſt 1 again tri 


he was driven by 
e o attach 
at the ſame time, apprehending this 
Attempt * be unſucceſsful, he had ſent Am- 
baſſadors to the King of Partbia, that at all Ha- 
zards he might ſecure himſelf a Refuge. This wWas 
to the Triumvir; and Ambaſſadors were 


* 


om Pompey to Alexandria, to excuſe his 


— 


's Petition with all my Might ; not that the 
| Remembrance of his Brother gave me any Inclina- 
tion to preſerve his Family: Eor an Inclination to 
ſerve others, unleſs I was to be the chief Gainer by 
it, was a Gueſt to which my Boſom was an utter 
Stranger. But my real Motive to 

ey was, that notwithſtanding I had now ſent) O#a- 
via far from Anthony, yet I thought it poſſible they 
might one Day be re- united; and in that Caſe, I 


ve "> vi 


had indited. Octavia, 


- 


Sd 
a > Nr 


1 . TI hee 2 — nr 


and by our. joint Forces, 
might become even Caſar s Rival, 


de into 
Titius, who had a perſonal Pique 
therefore, by a pretended Miſtake of Anthony s Or- 
„ put. him to Death; which put an 
Deſigns againſt; him; and I. was obliged to 
anxious and reſtleſs Thoughts to the Produs 
ſome new Scheme or Project. 


hen Anthony. laſt co 
Partbia, Artabazes, Kin g of Armenia, 


of the Triumvir's Misfortunes. Th harbou 
&; for 1 was as. implacable i in my Rev. 
as ur in my Avarice. The former K intend· 
latter, in the Poſſeſſion of his Kin * — 
was ſo pleaſing and delightfu that I was glad 
it on ee wer where m o 


J oth abt 
$264 0 A rm 2 
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rs ' building, with the- 
- magnificent 
00 Orravia s Honour, 


Enemy; and the Statues and 
it was ornamented, were of an 


* 83 
= * 5 , 


* 5 * — * , * * . * * OY x * \ 
* 4 i * 5 * - 7 « Se a 1 * 


» - 


accuſtomed to imagine myſelf 
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Envy, nh filled « my. Soul with the moſt borcible De- 
ſigns which the moſt implacable Hatred could inſpire. 
Beſides,  Ofavia' s Behaviour fo far heightened my 
Grief; as to tranſport me almoſt to Madneſs. For 
on her Return from Athens, Caſar would have. pre- 
vailed on her to quit her Huſband* s Houſe, in Re- 
ſentment of his injurious Treatment, and to return 
home to him. But ſo fixed was her Reſolution, that 
no Injury offered her by Anthony ſhould provoke her 
to move One Step. without his Commands, that ſhe, 
in Oppoſition | to all Perſuaſions, continued in his 
Houſe; where her conſtant Employment was not 
only the Care of her own Children, but likewiſe 
thoſe which Anthony formerly had by Hulvia, except- 
ing the Eldeſt, who was with his Father. All An 
vhony's Friends, who had any Pretenſions to Prefer- 
ment, or came to Rome upon private Buſineſs, ſhe 
received very kindly, and preferred their Petitions to- 
Cz/ar. This Deportment juſtly gained Octavia the 
Eſteem and Love of the judicious Part of Mankind. 
It was very: ſurpriſing that my Rival's Goodneſs ſhould, 
create me ſo much Uneaſineſs, whilſt J flattered my- 
ſelf that I deſpiſed it as Meanneſs of 'Spirit ; But 
now I am ſenſible the true Reaſon was, that the 
Force of Truth irreſiſtibly ſtruck on my Mind, and 
that my inward Approbation of OfZavia's Conduct 
= GA | Was 


was one-of thoſe Aa inbich, by u * Help * 4 


| ſtrong Imagination, we artfully-conceal from our- 
ſelves. But this inward Approbation of Oclavia 
incenſed my Rage againſt her to ſuch a Degree, that 
I reſolved to ſet the World on Fire, ſooner than ſhe 


ſhould enjoy even that Retirement ſhe ſeemed to 


chuſe, en her 3 8 * and Scorn. 


Return; 3 and if he could not get Artabazes either by 


1 Treachery or Force into his Power, to delay the Ex- 


ecution of that Deſign to another Seaſon; ſor 1 


could no longer ſupport his Abſence. As ſoon, as I 


ſaw. him, it was my Intention to kindle a civil War 


between him and Ceſar; in which he muſt either 
become Maſter of the World, and make me Miſtreſs 


of the Noman Capitol, or fall in the Attempt. 


Fes 


* * warmed my Imagination, and indulged my 


Fancy to ſuch an Exceſs, in the Thoughts that I 
ſhould, by Anthony's Means, become Miſtreſs of the 


myſelf with the Proſpect of being at the Capitol of 
Rome, aſſiſting there at a folemn Feſtival inftituted 
to Anthony's Honour, after his Conqueſt of Cgſar. 


What made this take ſuch ſtrong Poſſeſſion of my 
Thoughts, 


** wrote. to WW A at all Events to | helen his 


World, that I could ſet whole Hours and entertain 
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Thoughts, was the Pain I ſuſſered in the Reßlegion, 
that Livia and Oftavia, ag Wike ou Siſter t 


es in my Mad ove 
PORE of 


certain, no One un of Srv Spite, or 
was omitted. Sometimes I even ſpoke theſe — 
aloud, as if the Perfons to whom they were intended 
to be addreſſed were preſent ; when I all 
the malicious Sncers, and fcornful Geftures, that 
could 2 be ee 5 2 molt conſummate 
ch of my 
ee before my Eyes 
theſe e Pictures of wh I would. do when, 1 
as Miſtreſs of the World, was the Cauſe of all my. 
future Misfortunes; for I was, ſo: wrapt in theſe 
Thoughts, that the human Mind being too narrow 
to conceive many Ideas at one and. the ſame time, 
further my Point than the ſecuring. 
from eſcaping my Power ; taking it for 
granted, that every thing elſe would follow to my 


Wiſh; which made me often — — own _ 


ki of my own Schemes. e GER 516 
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"_ obeyed my Summons, and haſtenetl his 
Return. He had purſued my Advice, in laying 

aſide all Scruples that might have withheld him from 

: Treachery ; for by fair Ptotmiſes, and the moſt ſo- 
lemn Engagements of his Word, for Arrabaxer s Safety, 

he had allured the deluded Prince to reſign himſelf 

to his Power ; when he | Immediately loaded him 

with Chalns, and brought him 4 Prifoner, with his 

Wife and Children, to Alexandria. I was inex 
preſſibly rejoiced to meet my Hero victotious; for ſo 
I called him; although his Spoils ind Priſoners were 
indeed the Prodution of Fend Ys rather than of : 


+ Sadie hs the City 101 a criomphal Chariot, | 
5 the Spoil he had "taken in Armenia, with 
King Artabuser, his Queen, the Prince and Prin- 
ceſſes his Children, with other Priſoners, to be car= 
ried before him in the ſame manner as was cuſtom- 
ary in the Triumphs at Rome; only with a Differ: g 
ence which to me was very eſſential: For whereas at 


Rome the Proceſſion ended at the Tem ple of Jupiter 


in the Capitol, here it ended at the Perſon of Chopa- 

tra; for I took the Place of the God, and was ſeated 

in e on a n Throne, n. on a Scaffold, 
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overlaid ith Siler - Wy Furrounded by the Beagle 
on wy. Side, 10 


When a aka 1 ot We Prifoncrs were 


preſented to' me in Chains, I expected they ſhould 
have kneeled down before me; and my Flatterers 
preſſed them much to pay me that Adoration ; but 


they too well remembered their former Dignity to 


comply with fo low and mean a Submiſſion. This 
Refuſal of theirs coft them very dear; for I had no 
Notion that any Mortal ſhould adm to imagine 
he could attain to any higher Honour than that of 


being my Slave; and fo enchanted was I with Pride, 


' that I had an Inclination to keep it entirely to my- 


ſelf : For which Reaſon I was determined to puniſh 


any Perſon ſeverely, who had the Inſolence to be my 


Rival ; and therefore I took care to have theſe au- 
. Priſoners treated aſterwards as I thought 
they deſerved, for de to Ms I was not a am 


Goddeſs. 


£9 > 


A little time ** this Triv 1010 — W 
feaſted the People of Alexandria, called them toge- 
ther in the Place of public Exerciſe; where, being 
ſeated on a Throne of Gold, and placing me in 


another, he declared Ceſarion, my Son by Julius 


_ Cz/ar, 
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Ceſar, in Conjur nction with me, to be King of 
Egypt and Cyprus; and whereas I had brought him 
Three Children, to Alexander he gave Armenia, 
| Mera, Parthia, and the reſt of the Eaſtern Coun- 
tries from the Euphrates unto India, where they 
ſhould be ſubdued. To Cleopatra, the Twin Siſter 
of Alexander, he gave Lybia and Cyrene; and on 
his youngeſt Son, whom he ſurnamed Philadelphus, 
he beſtowed Phenicia, Syria, Cilicia, and all the 
Countries of the lefler Aa from the Eupbrates to 
the Hellgſpons; and conferred on each of them the 
Title of Kine of KING s. He gave me the Name of 
Zhs, whilſt he aſſumed to himſelf that of Ofris : The 
firſt was the great Goddeſs, and' the other the great 
God, of the Eg yptians. From this Time we both 
frequently appeared in public, habited in the Dreſſes 
- which were then appropriated to thoſe Deities. An- 
rbuny alſo in an Oration, wherein he, with all the 
Eloquence he was Maſter of, exaggerated my 
Praiſes, declared I was Wife to Jaber Ceſar, and 
ne- chat Cefario was his lawful Son. | 


In the midſt of theſe Hothotirs paid my Chikiren, 
| Anthony's eldeſt Son by Fulvia, then with him, was 
taken no Notice of. I had engaged Anthony to ſend 
for this Son from Oclavia, and intended to get the 

8 — —_* 
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reſt of Fulvia's Children. from her, for TWẽ O- Rea 
ſons. | Firſt I envied the Goodneſs. of her Behaviour 
towards them; and. ſecondly, I had a mind to have 
them in my Power, that my own Children might 
inſult them. For as I had no Love for Aubom, but 
only looked on him as a proper Object to gratify my 
Pride, by his being my Slave, I hated thoſe Children 
he had by any other Woman, as they brought to my 
Remembrance the uneaſy Reflection, that another 
Woman had: once as great an Influence over him, as 
Cleopatra now had. Beſides, I thought the getting 
his Children into my Power, would ſtill, be another 
—- Argument to the World, how intirely I governed him; 
and though I had ſo many and ſuch ſtrong Proofs of 
my unlimited Sway, yet would I not forego the mi- 
nuteſt Trifle, which I could by any means put into 
that Scale of my. Happineſs. And although I faid 
I wanted Fulvia's Children only that mine might 
inſult them, yet I had no-Fondneſs even for my own, 
as indeed the ſuffering them to-inſult others ſuffici- 
_ ently proved; but I imagined that the keeping up 
the Dignity of what was my own reflected back on 
myſelt ; and I believe no one Woman was ever 
more enamoured with her own. Dignity and Power. 


| The 


— 


CLEO PAT RA. I3I 
The Order of the Triumph, Anthony's Gifts to 


my Children, and, in ſhort, all the Tranſactions 1 
have now related, were the Effects of my Cunning 


and Contrivance. But was I to repeat particularly 
every Art I made uſe of to work Anthony to my 
Purpoſe, Ages would not ſuffice to relate the Hiſtory 
of my Life ; for as quick as Thought, new Tricks 
and new Forms of Deceit preſented themſelves to my 


Mind; and the Execution always kept Pace with, 
and immediately followed them. 


1 was ſenſible what Murmurs Anthony s Behaviour 


would create in Rome, and that the politic Cz/ar 


would take every Advantage againſt him ; and 


| likewiſe that the Acknowlegement of Cæſariom to be 
the legitimate Son of Julius Ceſar, muſt irritate 


Oclavius to the higheſt Rage; as it was raiſing him a 
Rival in the Empire in the lawful Heir of the Dicta- 


tor; but this was my Deſign. For as my Purpoſe 


was at all Events to drive on a civil War, the more 
incurable the Breach was between Anthony and Cæ- 


/ar, the more it contributed to my principal View. 


But in the midſt of the various Reflections that 


poſſeſſed me, and whilſt my only Delight was 


placed 1 in the Hopes of gratifying my Ambition, I 
8 | was 
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was obliged not to forget Anthony's Pleaſures ; for 
the Moment I gave him Time to free his Mind, and 
rouſe himſelf from the Love of his Pleaſures, I knew 
I muſt loſe him. We: therefore continued revelling 
and feaſling as before ; and I had the Art, at Inter- 
vals, when I. ſound it pair "ai for my Purpoſe, to 
lay aſide all my Cares, and employ all my Thoughts. 
in Endeavours to enhance. Anthony's Gratifacations. 
One Evening, when Anthony had provided a very 
expenſive Supper, I told him in a Vein of Pleaſantry, 
that his whole Entertainment was trifling in Compa- 
riſon of what I could do for I would provide him 
a Supper in which we might each of us conſume. 
more than the Value of Six Million Seſterces. 

I continued jeſting with him in this Manner till 
he looked a little diſpleaſed; and ſaid, he would. 
lay mea Wager I could not make good my Words. 
The Night was appointed, and 1 provided a Supper 
in which there was nothing extraordinary; where-- 
upon Anthony fell into a Fit of Laughing, and called 
for the Bills that might ſhew what this Supper coſt. 
I ſuffered him to go on, till I had worked him into 
the utmoſt good Humour; and then taking one of 
the Pearls out of my Ears, which was equal in 
Value to the Sum above-mentioned, I diſſolved it in 
Vinegar, and drank it off. I was going to take the 


other 
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theo for Hnthony to pledge me, when- Larius Blan- 
cus, who ſtood by; caught it out of my Hand, and 
declared, 4 / had already loft his Wager; by 
which means Oi preſerved it. Anthony looked at 
firſt alittle confounded at my Device; on which I 
ſmiling ſaid, theſe Pearls, that came into my Poſſeſ- 
4 ſion from a long Race of royal Anceſtors, I would 
conſume, as I would indeed the World itſelf, to give 
4 Anthony a Moment's Diverſion.” This turned him 
into the greateſt Rapture imaginable; and he eſteemed 
this Contrivance a Matk of my Ingenuity, and the 
_ conſuming my Pearl as a Sign of my Love. But I 
took care 0 haue that Expence amphy r 
the lion his Gre e er 


We now ſet Sail for Epheſus; where: Anthony or- 
dered the Rendezvous of his Fleet, which conſiſted, in- 
cluding the Tenders, of Eight hundred Veſſels, where- 
of I furniſhed Two hundred with Twenty thouſand 
Talents, and Proviſion for the whole Army, during 
the War. Anthony was adviſed. by his beſt Friends 
to ſend me back into Egypt, there to wait the Event 
of the Conteſt between him and Czfar. But this I 
vas reſolved to prevent; for I dreaded the Conclu- 
Hon of another Peace by Octavia Means, much 

more 


more "IE any Deſoletion that could be the Conſe- 
quence of purſuing the War. I bribed Canidius, 
th erefore, to. plead my Cauſe with Anthony, and to 
lay before him how unjuſt it was, that One who bore 
ſo great a Share in the Charge of the Expedition, 
ſhould be debarred her Share of the Glory; and alſo, 
how unpolitic it was to diſoblige the Egyptians, who 
made ſo conſiderable a Part of his Naval Force; 
concluding with his Commendations of my. Pru- 
dence and good Senſe, in my Government of a great 
Kingdom by myſelf alone. I placed myſelf where 
I could over-hear what Canidius ſaid; and entered 
the Room juſt as he finiſhed his Harangue, as if I 
had only heard the laſt Words. Iran up to Anthony, 
looked at him with a languiſhing Softneſfs, and then 
cried out, Oh 1 Canidius! name not the Time 
4 when I ruled without my. Auibony; for I would, 
« if poſſible, forget every Moment of my Life when 
ce he was abſent.” The amorous Anthony, eaſily 
invited to follow his Inclinations, gave Way to my 
Deſire; and we failed together for Samos, Here all 
the Kings, Commonwealths, and Cities that were 
willing to aſſiſt Anthony, were to bring what Provi- 
fon they had collected for his Uſe; and as J found 
Anthony was inclined at that time to be thought- 
ful and melancholy, which me with the 
5 1 horrid 
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horrid Idea of his being dubious concerning the War, 

and diſpoſed to Peace, I ordered Proclamation to 
be made, that all who delighted in Divertiſement 
and Recreation, ſhould immediately repair to Samos. 
Thus, while the other Parts were in Tears and La- 


mentations, this Iſland, for fome Days, was filled 


with all Sorts of Harmony, and the Theatre crowded 


with Dancers and Comedians; whilſt the Kings 
who accompanied Anthony, irove with Emulation 
to ſurpaſs each other in their magnificent Feaſts and 
Preſents ; inſomuch that it was often ſaid, What 
will they do, by way of Triumph, when they have 


«© got the Victory; ſince they are at ſuch an e 


< of Merriment at the opening of the War? But 


ſtill theſe Diverſions did not perfectly cure Anthony 


of his Melancholy, which oſten ſo deeply affected 


him, that he grew ſuſpicious of all his Attendants, 
as if they deſigned to poiſon him; and it was viſible 


that I myſelf was not free from kis Suſpicions, for. 
he would neither eat nor drink any thing without 


Taſters. But I was reſol ved to invent ſome Con- 


trivance to cure him of this Apprehenſion, which I 
at laſt brought about in the Manner following. I. 


dipped the Top of a Garland I wore on my Head 
into Poiſon, and in the midſt of our Mirth and 


Joy: when the. Bowl of Wine. had been taſted, I 
propoſed 
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propoſed 1 drinking our Garlands. | This Propo- 
ſal did not ſurprize Anthony ; for it was my Cuſtom 
to ſuggeſt various Whims in our Mirth, in order to 
heighten it. We both immediately threw our Gar- 
lands into the Bowl; but as Aut hony was going to put 
it to his Mouth, I haſtily ſtopped his Hand, and told 
him what I had done; adding, Lam ſhe, my « dear 
« Anthony, whom you guard againſt by this new Pre- 
cc caution of Taſters. Do you think that either Occa- 

c _ or Invention is wanting, if I could live without 
you?” I then obliged a Man to drink off the Bowl, 
who . expired. Anthony ſat for ſome: litle | 
while in Amazement ; but as ſoon as I read my 
Succeſs in his Looks, ad perceived he was ſoftened 
by my Speech, I was reſolved to puniſh him for 
his Suſpicion 'of me; and fell into fuch a paſſionate 
Fit of Crying, as worked him into the utmoſt Ago- 
nies, before I would forgive him; for J intended to 
make him dread ever ſhewing the World again that 
I was not the Object of his Eſteem, However, this 
Suſpicion was ample Proof to me, that I retained: 
Anthony entirely by his Paſſions; and that as ſoon as 
he was at Liberty to make the leaſt Uſe of his Un- 


derſtanding, he would fly to Octavia. 


From 
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From Samos we directed our Courſe to Athens, 


ede I was ſo jealous of the Honour Octavia had 
received (for ſhe was much beloved by the Aubeni- 
ions), that J endeavoured, by all imaginable Civili- 
ties, to inſinuate myſelf i into their Favour. And as 
I was accompliſhed in the Art of pleaſing, when I 
deſired fo to do, I ſucceeded ſo well, that the Atheni- 


ans decreed me public Honours, and deputed ſeveral 


of their Citizens to attend me at my Houſe. An- 
thony himſelf, who was free of that City, was at the 
Head of-the Deputation, and choſen their Speaker: 


But notwithſtanding their Honours, the Commen- 


dations I accidentally heard given to Ofavia would 
not let me reſt; and I took every Opportunity of 
making Anthony believe that his Wife's remaining in 


his Houſe; under Colour of taking care of his Chil- 


dren even by a former Wife, and of her receiving his 
Friends ſo politely, was all done with a malicious 
Deſign. of increaſing the Clamour againſt him, and 
ſpiriting up her Brother to a greater Degree of Rage. 
This was with One Stroke to flatter Anthony, and 


to make that Flattery ſubſervient to my own Pur- 


poſe. For as his Treatment of Octavia, ſuppoſing 
her a good Wife, was very injurious, he was glad to 
acquit himſelf of that Suppoſition, in order to 


n ſhe deſerved ſuch Treatment. He ſent there- 
© fore 
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fore an Officer to remove her from his Houſe z which 
ſhe quitted, taking with her-all his Children ; at the 
ſame time burſting into Tears, at the Conſideration 
that ſhe muſt be the Cauſe of the civil War between 
her Brother and Huſband. She endeavoured, to the 
utmoſt of her Power, to palliate and excuſe Anthony's 
Uſage of her; and would, if poſſible, have kept 
Cz/ar from reſenting it; but by my artful Trick of 
continually raiſing in Autbony s Mind the Suſpicion 
that nothing but the Fear of Cæſar could reſtore him 
to Odavia, J had rendered it impoſſible for her to 
behave in any other Manner, than what could delude 
Anthony to believe that ſhe intended to force him 
back to her by her Brother's Power. I perſuaded 
him, that her Affectation of Softneſs, and her Pre- 
| tence of trying to calm Czfar, was the Reſult of 
Art and Malice, and only practiſed with a View of 
incenfing her Brother by the Thoughts of her Good- 
neſs; and that ſuch Affectation did more Miſchief 
than the moſt virulent Spirit in the World. Thus 
by throwing in the Words, Affectation and Pretence, 
I gave Anthony Room to imagine his Wife was the 
Perſon chiefly to blame; and I doubted not of his 
greedily laying hold of every Oceaſion to juſtify him- 
felt,” and to keep his own Merit from ſinking. No 
Woman, I preſume, ever had a mere dexterous Way 
N of 
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of proving her Words; ; for, in order to prove a vio- 
lent Spirit was the only Sign of Sincerity, I, ſor Three 
or Four Days, threw myſelf into fuch continual 
Paſſions of Rage, as teazed and tormented A. 
thony to the very Height of what his Temper would 
bear ; and then I ſuddenly changed the Scene, and 
fell into ſuch an Extravagance of Fondneſs for him, 
as would have convinced him of any thing I pleaſed. 
When I had, by theſe means, got Octavia out of 
her Huſband's Houſe, my next Step was to be re- 
venged on all thoſe Friends of Autbony 's, who had 
adviſed the ſending me back to Egypt during the 
War; particularly Minucius Plancus, and Domitius 
Enobarbus, who had been moſt zealous to prevent 
my accompanying Anthony in this Expedition. As 
I had the Art of pleaſing to Perfection, ſo likewiſe, 
without uſing opprobrious Wards, could I inſult and 
ridicule others, in ſo provoking a manner as exceed- 
ed human Patience; and by this Management I 
drove to Gz/ar, all thoſe who I was reſolved ſhould 
not ſtay with 4:thony, to perſuade him reer let- 
ang my Humour have its full Career, |: if: 


1 had, head time e fince, e to W 9 
ebony to make a Will; in which he had confirmed 
to me all his Gifts; had again declared Cz/arion to 
1 2 0 
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be the Dictator's lawful: Son; and ordered, that 
though he died in the City of Rome, his Body ſhould 
be carried through the Market place, and ſent to 
his Cleopatra, at Alexandria. This Will was depo- 
fited in the Hands of the Veſtal Virgins; but Minu- 
cius Plancus, and his Nephew Titius, who had ſigned 
it as Witneſſes, being now enraged at my Treatment 
of them, revealed the Contents of it to Cz/ar; who 
found Means to get it from the Veſtal Virgins, and 
read it to the Senate ; particularly marking thoſe 
Places which he thought would moſt irritate the 
Romans. Calvifius alſo, a Dependant of Ceſar 8, 
urged other Crimes againſt Anthony; as his giving 
me the Library of Pergamum, wherein were two 
thouſand diſtin Volumes; his rifing from the 
Table, at a ſolemn Feaſt, and making me a mani- 
feſt Aſſignation; that he had ſuffered the Epheſians 
to ſalute me by the Name of their Queen ; that fre- 
quently, at public Audiences of Kings and Princes, 
he had received amorous Meſſages from me, written 
in Tablets made of Onyx or Cryſtal, and read them 
openly ; that when Turnius, a Man of great Autho- 
rity and Eloquence amongſt the Romans, was plead- 
ing, I paſſed by in a Chair, and Anthony, as one 
forced by the Power of Enchantment, left them in 
the Middle of their Cauſe, and waited on me home; 
that 
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that he had given me a Guard of Romans, who bore 
on their Targets the Name of Cleopatra; that in 
all the Viſits we made to the Egyptian Towns, I was 
ſeated in a magnificent Car, and that Anthony fol- 
lowed me on Foot, almoſt undiſtinguiſhed from the 
Eunuchs of my Train; that my Oath had been for 
ſome time, By ket Right I ſhould ſoon have to 
«command the Capitol.” In ſhort, all the ridicu- 
lous Things I made Anthony do, for my own Diver- 
fion, and as Proofs of my Power, were now pub- 
liſhed in the Roman Senate, very much to my Satiſ- 
faction; for my Defign in making him guilty of ſo 
many abſurd: Actions, was not to conceal or ſecrete 
them: No- - to thoſe Women whoſe mean Spirits 
are actuated by the ignoble Paſſion of Love, I left 
the Deſire that their Lovers ſhould gain the Eſteem 
and Approbation of the beſt and moſt judicious of 
Mankind; whilſt I was actuated by the Fire of 
Ambition, and the Pride of exerting my Power over 
Anthony to the utmoſt, and then to have the Effect 
of that Power in his ridiculous A Actions publiſhed to 


the whole World. 


e Friends = Rome ſent Geminius to let him 
know the State of his Affairs, and required him to be 

more circumſpect. That he was in Danger of hav- 
ing 
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ing his Office of Conſul, and all his Governments, 
taken from him, and of being proclaimed an Enemy 
to the City of Rome. But when Geminius arrived, 

1 looked upon him as one of OFawa's Spies; and 
therefore beſet Anthony in ſuch a manner, every Mo- 
ment, that it was impoſſible for any one to ſpeak to 
him without my being preſent. At the ſame time I 
expoſed and laughed at Germinius, and made him the 
conſtant Jeſt of the Table, where he was always placed 
at the lower End. When I found that when he bore 
patiently all my Inſults and Outrages, in hopes ſtill to 
have a leiſure Hour with -4:thony, I threw myſelf 
into all Sorts of ill Temper, and would not let An- 
| thony enjoy a Moment's Eaſe, till he had aſked Ge- 
minius one Night at a full Table, what had brought 
him thither ? He anſwered. That his Buſineſs 
“might very well deſerve a ſerious Conference. 
“However, one Thing he had to deliver without Re- 
ſerve; which was, that Affairs would wear a much 
better Face, if Cleopatra would return into Egypt. 
I ſaw Anthony looked very much offended, but yet 
he was filent; and I with a ſcornful Sneer replied, 
< You have done very well, Geminius, to commu- 
ce nicate this important Secret without a Rack: And 
from that Inſtant it was my Study to contrive horrid 
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Scenes of Revenge againſt him. But he wiſely took 


driven away by the inſupportable Treatment they 
received from me, and my Flatterers. And now, af- 
ter many Recriminations on both Sides, War was at 
laſt declared at Rome, in the uſual Form. 


The politic Cz/ar dropped the > Name of FIRE 


in that Declaration, and only named the Queen of 


Egypt. Anthony was now diveſted of his Govern- 
ment : For, being ruled by a Woman, Ceſar ſaid, 
that Cleopatra had fo bewitched Anthony with her 
Charms and Potions, that ſhe had bereaved him of 


his Senſes ; and that it was not Anthony who was to 


manage the War againſt the Romans, but Mardion 


the Eunuch, Photinus, Iras, and Charmian, Cleopa- 
tra's Women, who were become Anthony s Counſel- 


tors, and Prime Maniſters of State. Cæſar ſpoke this 
in Scorn; but nothing could have pleaſed me more, 
as it was, from his Mouth, a Teſtimony of my 


unlimited Power over Anthony, and at the fame 
time a Sort of tacit Acknowlegement, that Livia 


could not govern Cefar with the ſame unbounded 


Au thority. 


When 


the firſt Opportunity of eſcaping to Rome; and ma- 
ny more of my Enemies, and Anthony's Friends, were 
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When both Sides had prepared chemſelves for the 
War, it appeared that Cæiqar had Two hundred 
Gallies well equipped, Eighty thouſand Foot, and 
aboye Twelve thouſand Horſe. Anthony had no 
leſs than Five hundred Gallies, equally well appoint- 
2 hy moſt of them had Eight or Ten Banks of 

ſo very rich, as they ſeemed to be deſigned 
Mug tow and Triumph. His Land Forces were 
compoſed of a Hundred thouſand Foot, and Twelve 
thouſand Horſe. He had Eleven Kings who attend- 
ed him in the War. Herod had provided an Army 
for his Uſe ; but Malchus, King of Arabia, from 
whom I had, by a Grant from Anthony, extorted that 
Part of his Dominions which bordered upon Egypt, 
now he found Anthony was involved in a War with 
Cæſar, and not at leiſure to force him, refuſed to pay 
me the cuſtomary Tribute for that Part of his Domi- 
nions I had taken from him. On which Pretence I 
inſtigated Authony to order Herod, inſtead of aſſiſt- 
ing him, to make War upon Malchus. But I had 
a further View in this than to recover my Tribute; 
for I concluded, that when theſe Two Kings were 
thus ſet together by the Ears, one of them would 
be ſlain in the War, and then I ſhould have his 
Kingdom. I hoped it would be Herod ; againſt 
whom I entertained the greateſt Hatred, for the 
| Reaſons 
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Reaſons 1 _ related.” —_— had under his- 
Command all that Trad of Land which lies betwixt 
the Euphrates and the Ionian Sea, and great Part of 
Ilhria. Cæſar's Government extended from 1/lyria 
to the Weſtern Ocean, and from the Ocean all along 
the Tſcan and Sicilian Sea. As for the Diviſion of 
Africa, Cæſar had all the Coaſt oppoſite to Italy, 
Gaul, and Spain; and Anthony the Provinces from 
Cyrea reaching up into Ethiopia. I ſhall not relate 
the many Letters and Embaſſies that paſſed between 
Anthony and Caſar, which produced no Effect: For 


I was reſolved to drive on the War, and make An- 


thony ſeat me at Rome, as Miſtreſs of the Empire, or 
periſh in the Attempt. Whilſt the divided World 
were either engaged, or aſtoniſhed Spectators of the 
Event of a War, wherein was to be decided the Fate 

of One of the Two Maſters of the Univerſe ; my 
Thoughts were wholly employed in the Griifics- 
tion of my own Ambition, and in Proſpect of being 
Miſtreſs of the World, for which Cz/ar and -Inthony 
were ſo warm! y contending. | 


Now drew near the famous Battle of aum . 
Anthony s Friends all endeavoured to perſuade him 
to depend on his Land Forces, which were ſu perior 
to 9 s. Beſides, his Navy was badly ſupplied: 
U His 
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His unn for want of Mariners, were preſſing 
in Greece (which had been exhauſted long before) 
every one they met; Carriers, Hoſtlers, Labourers, 
and even Boys; and, notwithſtanding: this, the Veſ- 
ſels had not their Complement, but remained in a 
very indifferent Condition for . failing. However, 
amidſt all theſe Diſadvantages, I was reſolved An- 
- zhony ſhould try his Fate, firſt by Sea; where if Vio- 
tory was obtained, I thought I ſhould have more 
Share in the Glory than at "Lag: as the Egyptian 
Veſſels made great Part of the F * Moreover, as 
the Time in which the Univerſe was to be contended 
for, approached, my anxious Thoughts began to 
repreſent to my Fancy, a Poſſibility that Gz/ar might 
be the Conqueror: But then, if- we fought by Land, 
I ima gined Cz/ar would enter Alexandria, and I 
muſt be taken Priſoner. Whereas, x Anthony was 
beaten at Sea, I intended to manage in ſuch a manner, 
as, by a timely Flight, to make an A ppearance of 
having betrayed Anthony, and by that means to ſe- 
cure my Peace with Cefar. To try his Fortune by 
Land, was the Advice given Anthony by thoſe Friends 
of his, whom I ſuſpected of daring to wiſh that he 
would return to Ocavia, and throw off thoſe Chains: 
which I had faſtened on him with ſo much Labour 
and Trouble. So that the very Spirit of contra- 
dicting 
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diting thoſe I hated, weighed greatly in the Scale, 
and determined me for the Sea; and when once I 
had determined, I was reſolved that my Will ſhould 


not be oppoſed; and that Anthony ſhould ſhew his 


Followers how much he was my Slave. A Sea En- 


gagement enſued; but in the midſt of the Battle, 
 Aerippa, who commanded Ceſar's left Squadron, 


extended his left Wing, with a Deſign to hem in his 
Enemy; which, when Publicols (who, in Conjunc- 
tion with Anthony, commanded our right Wing) ob- 


ſerved, he found himſelf obliged to take up more 


Room, in order to oppoſe and prevent Agrippa. 
This Motion made Publicola leave the main Body, 
which was much diſheartened at it; and was at the 
ſame time vigorouſly puſhed by Arruntius. As ſoon 
as I perceived this, though the Victory was ſtill 
doubtful, and Fortune had not determined-the Day; j 
yet my Fears prevailed on me to think the worſt; 
and being full of the Scheme of making my Peace 
with Cz/ar, by betraying Anthony, I crouded all my 
Sails; flew a- croſs thoſe that were engaged ; ; diſor- 
dered Anthony s Fleet by their opening and giving 
way to mine; and ſteered my Courſe towards Pel- 
loponmeſus. Ae; taking with him only Alexander 
of Syria and Scelhus, put himſelf aboard a Galley 
of Five Banks of Oars, and immediately-followed 
U 2 me, 
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me, In the mean time, whilſt, without any Thought 
of him, or any Conſideration for either his Safety or 
his Honour, I was thinking on various Ways of ad- 
dreſſing Cz/ar, I perceived Anthony ſailing towards 
us. I was at firſt very uneaſy, and knew not which 
Way to ſteer. I was afraid the admitting him on 
board would ruin my Scheme with the Conqueror; ; 
and I had a great Inclination to refuſe it: But then 
I conſidered with myſelf, if Cz/ar, though Antbonys 
Enemy, ſhould ſtart at ſo black a Treachery, and 
refuſe any Commerce with a Woman who had firſt 
ruined, and afterwards betrayed, her Lover, that I 
ſhould then be loſt, without One Refuge left me to 
have Recourſe to for Protection. This Picture raiſed 
all my Fears, and moved me to ſo much Compaſſion 
for myſelf, that I gave the Signal to take Anthony 
on board. And now, by a ſudden Tranſition of my 
Thoughts, my Sorrow for Anthony's having followed 
me was turned into Joy, For when 1 conſidered 
the numerous Spectators, who gazed aſtoniſhed at 
Anthony, whilſt he, forgetting every thing, even 
himſelf, had abandoned and betrayed all thoſe 
who were lacriticing their Lives in his Service, only 
to follow my Sails; I looked on his Diſgrace as my 
Triumph, and exylied as much in my Imagination 
as if I had gained a Maso. Beſides, I ftill flat- 
tered 
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tered myſelf, that whilſt Autbony was ſo much my 
Slave, I need not deſpair of commanding the World; 
for I had joined thoſe Two Ideas fo ſtrongly toge- | 
ther, that it-was very difficult to ſeparate or diſunite 
them. Anthony, without ſeeing or ſpeaking to me, 
placed himſelf at the Stern, with his Head reclining 
in a melancholy. Poſture on his Hands; and thus 
he continued, either angry or aſhamed, for Three 
Days, till we arrived at Tenarus. Here I affected a 
Reconciliation, by the means of my Women and 
others, who were Slaves to my Will. I ordered 
them to excite his Compaſſion, by ſtrongly repreſent- / 
ing my-Sorrow for what I had done, and by imput- 
ing the unfortunate Error of my Flight to the Timi- 
dity and Fears of a Woman; at the ſame time 
charging them to take aida of intimating the 
Beauty and Charms of my Perſon, even in Grief. 
When they ſhould obſerve Anthony inclined to relent 
and be ſoftened, I directed them to alter their Tone, 
and acquaint him, that, if it was poſſible for me to 
be angry with him, how great Reaſon I now had to 
be ſo, when, to the reſt of my heavy Misfortunes; he 
added the inſupportable Weight of ſeparating himſelf 
from me. In ſhort, we were at laſt reconciled, on 
the Terms of his humbly aſking Pardon for my 3 


ing betrayed him, and his approaching me with the 
ſubmiſſive 
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ſubmiſſive Air of an Offender, whilſt I condeſcended 
to forgive him, with the Air of an offended Queen, 

who was wrought by Love to forget what was paſt, 
but yet who had youre Cauſe of Complaint, 


By this- tihie 2 of Anthony's Ships, ans a 
great many of his Friends, who had eſcaped after the 
Defeat, were come up to him. The Account they 
gave of the Bravery of his Fleet, and the Fidelity of 
his Soldiers, who would not liſten to Cz/ar's Am- 
baſſadors, till they were abandoned by their Officers, 

vexed me with the Thoughts of the Poſſibility of a 
Conqueſt, if I had been leſs haſty in my Flight. 
However, I could not help deriving ſame Conſola- 
tion, from thinking ſuch Soldiers, and ſuch a Fleet, 


were deſerted for my Sake, 


PIN PROS * afflicted, wandered into 
Africa, attended only by Two Friends; and I re- 
turned to Egypt: For I now exerted all my Artifice 
and Cunning to get myſelf rid of him, inftead of re- 
taining him, as uſual, with me. I concluded, that if his 
Ruin was inevitable, I could, by refuſing him Admiſ- 
ſion, more eaſily make my Peace with Cæſar. The 


Fate of the great Pompey ſtruck into my Mind, without 
giving me any Horror. The Eg yhtiam Shore ſeem- 


ed 
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ed to me deſtined for the Grave of the Roman great 
| Men, and for the freeing ſucceſſive Cz/ars of their 
Rivals. In order to blind my Subjects, I failed into 
Egypt with Crowns on the Prows of my Ship, as if I 
had gained a Victory; but hearing by my Spies, 
whom I conſtantly employed to ſound the Opinions 
of the Noblemen of Egypt, that ſeveral. of them 
dared to think my Conqueſts not worthy a Tri- 
umph, I, without any Regret, put them to Death, 
for ſuch their Inſolence and Preſumption. To in- 
creaſe Anthony's Affſictions, he heard that the Per- 
ſon who commanded for him in Lybia (to whole 
Care he had committed all the 'Troops of that 
Country) was gone over to Cæſar. This News 
prompted him to put an End to his Life; but being 
prevented by One of his Friends, he again- turned 
his Thoughts towards Alexandria. I was unwilling 
to receive him, now he was a Fugitive; and yet think- 

ing the Time not ripe to deſtroy him, for fear how - 
Cæſar might interpret ſuch an Action, I was. re- 
ſolved myſelf to fly from Eg pt, and refuſe Anthony 
the Comfort even of ſceing me, in the Diſtreſs where- 
in I had involved him. Between the Red-Sea and 
the Egyptian, lies a ſmall Neck of Land, which ſepa- 

rates Afia from Afric, and which, in the narroweſt _ 
1 is not much above — . Miles. I formed a 
Project 


Project of hauling Twenty of my Gallies over this 
Neck of Land, and ſetting them on float in the 

Red-Sea, with all my Riches on board, to ſeek ſome 

remote Country, where I ſhould be free Fri Slavery, 
and where, by the Exertion of my former Artifices, 
I thought I might yet hope to do more Miſchief, and 
betray more Kings or Emperors. But the firſt Gal- 
lies that that were carried over, being burnt by the 
Arabians of Petra, I deſiſted from my Enterpriſe, 
and gave Orders for the fortifying all the Avenues 
to my Kingdom. In the mean time Anthony arrived 
again at Alexandria; but as his Sufferings gave me 
no Pain, and as I was ſtrongly poſſeſſed with the 
Hope of making Peace with Cæſar, I uſed all my 
Endeavours at preſent to be rid of him; and there- 
fore treated him ſo coldly, and conlivived fo to in- 
creaſe the Load of Afflictions which oppreſſed him, 
as determined him to ſeek elſewhere that Refuge 
from his Misfortunes, which my Heart (ever open to 
receive the Succeſsful, and always ready to exclude 
the Unfortunate) denied him. He therefore retired 
to the Sea-fide, and built a Houſe in the Iſle of Pha- 
ros, which he called his Timonium; intimating there- 
by, that he propoſed to imitate 8 the Athenian, 
as much in his curſing Mankind, as he was fatally 
like him in the Treatment he met with from his 
moſt 
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moſt boaſted Friends. Had I been ſure of ſucceed- 
ing with (lar, he might have raved away the Re- 


having one Thought of even endeayouring to relieve 
him; but when I was informed that Herod had ſent 
to Anthony, adviſing him, as the only Means of re- 
trieving his broken Fortune, to put me to Death, and 
by poſſeſſing my Kingdom make Peace with Cæſar, 
and return to Oflavia; this News revived my 
- Envy againſt my Rival, and ſtung me with ſuch In- 

- dignation, that I was determined to keep Anthony 
from his Wife at any Expence whatever. I there- 
fare diſpatched Meſſengers to Aurbomy, and by my 
Entreaties ſoon brought him back to Alexandria; 
where, apprehenſive left he ſhould follow H. SE $ 
Advice, I took care to prevent him from giving way 


to Reflection, by renewing our old Revels and Ban- 
We diſſolved the Order of The Inimitable 
Livers, and conſtituted another, called Th Diers to- 


quettings. 


gether ; which was nothing inferior to the former in 
Luxury and Splendor. Anthony was pleaſed with this 
Deluſion, as it flattered him with the Notion that 
I was more willing to die with him, than live with 


any other. So far, indeed, I had ſerious Thoughts 


of dying with him, that I imagined' if Cz/ar 


' ſhould intend to lead me in Triumph, it would 


be more Glory to die with Anthony, than by Per- 


X fidiouſneſs 


mainder of his Life in this manner, without my 
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fidiouſneſs to deſtroy him; when that IVY was 


to produce. no other Fruit, than the Contempt it 


d eſerved. However, I was reſolved to be prepared 
againſt all Events; for which Reaſon [ collected 


various Sorts of poiſonous Drugs, in order to learn 


which was leaſt painful in the Operation, by wing 


Experiments on ſuch as were condemned to die. 


looked on theſe miſerable Sufferers in their * 
Agonies, with as much Calmneſs and Compoſiire, - 
as on any the moſt trifling Accidents of Life. But 
when I obſerved that quick Poiſons occaſioned ſharp 
Pains, with frequent Convulſions, and. that the 
milder were long a working, I examined ſeveral 


Sorts of venomous Creatures, and had them applied 
to different Perſons in my Preſence. Amongſt them 
I found none comparable to the Aſp; the Bite of 
which, without the leaſt Convulſion, cauſed a great 


| Heavineſs 1 in the Head, and a Propenſity to Sleep; 
which was attended with a gentle Sweat on the 
Face, and ſuch a Stupefaction, that thoſe who were 


thus affected, ſeemed inſenſible of Pain, and averſe 
to be diſturbed or awakened, like thoſe wha a are in. a 


profound natural we. x 


I ordered likewiſe to = built, adjoining: to "OY 
Temple of Ijs, ſeveral Tombs and Monuments, of a. 
ſtupendous Height, and ey conſiderable for the. 


Workmanſhip. 
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Warkmanhip... Thither I removed my Treaſu! res 

of Gold, Silver, Emeralds, Pearls, Ebony, Ivory, and 
Cen + to all which I added prodigious Quan- 
tities of F ax and Torches. This. gave Ceſar great 
Uneaſineſfs, for fear of my immenſe Wealth, leſt in 
Deſpair I ſhould {et Fire to and conſume it, and alſo 
rob him of his Triumph. For this Reaſon he was 
daily ſending Meſlengers, | who were to feed me with | 
Hopes of mild and gentle Treatment. Ceſar was 
yet abſent ; for, aſter Anthony” s Defeat, his Preſence 
being neceſſary at Rome, the War was deferred for a 
Seaſon ;. but the Winter being over, he haſtened 
back to Alexandria, by long Marches ; himſelf, by 
the Way of Syria, and his ae through 
Afric. From this Time my, Mind was in a State 
almoſt of Diſtraction. For althou oh I had no other 
Conſideration but the gratifying my own Ambition, 
yet in my immediate Circumſtances, I found it al- 
moſt impoſſible to perceive clearly what was really 

my Intereſt. Had 1 been ſure of Cz/ar, I had 
made no Scruple of giving up Anthony ; but my 
Suſpicion of being led in Triumph, where Livia and 
Octavia ſhould behold my Diſhonour, and exult in 
my Miſery, held me ſtill in Suſpence, and undeter- 
mined what Part to act. However, we both ſent 


Ambaſſadors to Cæſar, whilſt he was in Aba. Ipeti- 
7 "2 _ tioned 
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Babel be the Kingdom of Eg. yt, in favour of my- 


{elf and Children; and Autbony, that he might live 


a private Man in Egypt; or, if that was too much, that 
he might retire to Athens. At the fame time, un- 
known to Anthony, I ſent Czfar a golden Sceptre, 
Crown, and Chair. He returned Aurbony no An- 


ſwer; but promiſed me, there was nothing in Reaſon - 
I might not expect, provided I would either murder 


Anthony, or baniſh him from my Dominions. I was 
not much ſhocked at this Propoſition ; but as I had 
the Art of wreſting the moſt folemn Secrets from 
thoſe who were even the moſt faithful, I got ſome 
Hints from Cz/ar's Meſſenger, by which I thought 
I had Reaſon to doubt his Sincerity. In this uncer= 
tain State, one Moment 1 pleaſed my Imagination 
with ſuppoſing Cæſar might yet be my Slave, and 


that by his Means I might triumph at Rome over 


Livia and Ofavia : Then, Anthony was doomed to 
die, without any Remorſe or Confideration of his 


Love: But again, when J recollected Cefar $ Politics 


and Ambition, the Thought of his artful Deſigns, 


like the moſt peſtilent Air, ſeized my Boſom, infected 


me with the moſt inſufferable Plagues, and threw 
me into Agonies not to be expreſſed. Then were 
pictured again before my Eyes, Livia and Oetovin 
3 in my Mer; ; whilſt with down-caſt 


Looks, 


; e e e e eee OR I PEEP 


Scorn and Diſdain, as the Woman, who by Trea- 
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Looks I attended Ceſar's $ triumphal Car; ; the ga- 


thering Multitude around, pointing me out with 


chery and Cunning had firſt ruined, and afterwards 
baſely deſtroyed, Czſar's Rival in the Univerſe ; 


and yet the Woman, who had not Dexterity enough 
to keep herſelf from becoming the Prey of Cz/ar's 


Power. Then would 1 cry out, © that ſooner than 


« ſupport this dreadful Image One Moment longer, 


& T would die Ten thouſand Deaths with Anthony ;” 
who happening once to enter the Apartment, juſt as 


I had pronounced © thoſe laſt Words, embraced me 


with the moſt paſſionate Fondneſs, and OY | 
diſpatched another Embaſſy to Cæſar, offering to kill 
himſelf, if that would ſecure Cleopatra. Thus in the 

very Inſtant whilſt 1 was deliberating with myſelf, 


whether or no I ſhould be Anthony's Murderer, he 


offered to be his own, in order to protect my Life 

and Safety: But yet even all this could not rouze 
me from fixing my Mind ſolely on my own Inter- 
eſt. Cæſar returned no Anſwer; whereupon Au- 
thony diſpatched in a third Embaſly his So: Autyllus 
(by Fulvia), with a large Preſent of Gold, which 


Cefar kept, without deigning to treat with Anthony 


but to me he ſent both Promifes and Threats, in 


order to e me e from Sſtroping my Wealth oy 
Pe 


Pe "I At laſt, PF e to W me 


with 4 particular Embaſſy, by Thyreus, one of his 
freed Men; ; a Man of no ordinary Parts, of a po- 
lite Addreſs, and whoſe Manner was very pleaſing | 
and highly inſinuating. This Ambaſſador | was to 
acquaint me, that Cæſar, captivated with my Beauty, 
was as willing to be my Slave as Anthony himſelf. 
My Confidence in my own Charms made this Story 
not at all incredible; and the Raptures with which 
it filled my Mind, engaged me to diſtinguiſh this 


Perſon with more peculiar Marks of Reſpect, 
and to give him more frequent and longer Au- 


diences than was cuſtomary; inſomuch that An. 
thony grew jealous, and having commanded him to 


be whipped, ſent him afterwards back to Cezfar. E 


Whether Anthony had any other Reaſon for this 


Jealouſy than my endeavouring to recommend my- 
ſelf to Dyreus, in order to prejudice Cæſar the more 


in my Favour, I could never recolle&t. For my 
Mind, fixed to a Point, and indulging itſelf in the 
agreeable Hope of making Cæſar my Slave, and by 
his means of inſolently triumphing over Livia and 


Octavia, had no Leiſure to attend to any thing be- 
neath that glorious Ambition, and unbounded Deſire 


of Empire. And if my Charms had any Power 


over Thyreus, he might, if he pleaſed, have taken the 


Advantage of my Reſolution to comply with what- 
ever 
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ever. Soul e 1 to A . me wit Cefar, 
as. a 1 N of his Love. 


& 


However, the Time was yet too premature for 
me to appear to Anthony as if I had abandoned 


him, leſt he ſhould take Occaſion from my Perfidi- 


ouſneſs to be reconciled to Octavia. 1 therefore 


thought proper to make what Atonement I could 


for my Indiſeretion, in order to allay Aubomys Jea- 


bouſy; and for this Purpoſe I expreſſed all the Sub- 
miſſion imaginable. My own Birth-day I kept as 
was ſuitable to our deplorable Fortune ; but his was 


obſerved with great Splendor and Matinee I 


continually intimated, that our preſent Fortune could 


not prohibit my rejoicing in the Day which gave him 


Birth; ſince however fatal might be the Event of 
our Lottes yet would I not but have known my An- 


zhony for all the Empires of the World. - Anthony; 
who did not in the leaſt c conceive that the only Truth 


theſe Words contained, was, that I would not loſe the 
Remembrance of the Fer I had exerted: over him, 


for the ſake of his being preſerved from Ruin, was 
in ſuch Raptures by the ſudden Tranſition of his 


Mind from Jealouſy and Deſpair, to Love and Joy, 


that he fell! into a Profuſeneſs exceeding all. Bounds ; ; 


inſomuch, that many of his Gueſts, who ſat an 
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in great Want, returned home Men " Affluence. 


This farther Proof, that ſtill held Anthony i in Chains 
Not to be ſhaken off, and that my every Word and 
Look were to him a ſupreme Command, inſtead of 
engaging me to return him one Spark of Affection, 
determined me ta act for the future intirely-in C. 
ſar's Intereſt. For as it was an invariable Maxim 
ol mine, never to do more for another than was 
| agreeable to my own Benefit; and as 1 could yet 
make Anthony believe whatever I pleaſed to impoſe 
on him; I thought Sincerity very uſeleſs in any 
Tranſactions which paſſed between us. Whereas 
Cæſar was not yet in my Power; and in hopes of 
that happy Event, I judged it neceſſary to let him 
ſee I was in earneſt in the Profeſſions l made him. 
Thus, by acting for Cz/ar, and impoſing on the amor- 
ous Anuibony, I expected I ſhould ſecure them both; 
and in Purſuance of this Deſign, I ordered Seleucus, 
my Governor of Pelgſum, to deliver it up to Ce/ar. 
But to juſtify myſelf to Anthony, I gave up Seleutus's 
Wife and Children to be puniſhed as he commanded : 
And indeed I ſhould have thought my Time but 
very ill employed, in the many Years I had been en- 
e to blind Aitbony, if he could yet diſcern 
fo clearly, as to know how very little it coſt me to 
give up others to Torments, whilſt thoſe Torments 


Were 
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| own Will or Pleaſure. 


Gat » as . as in Poſſeſſion of Pelufum . : 


ed all his Force againſt Alexandria. Anthony and 


I now ated Two different Parts. For whilſt he en- 


couraged the Citizens to go out againſt Caſar, I, in 
public, joined him, but privately forbad them to take 
Arms againſt Caſar. However, on Cz/ar's fiſt 
Arrival, Antbony, with Succeſs, made a fierce Salley, 


routing Ge/ar $ Horſe, beat them back into their 


| Trenches; and returning with great Satisfaction to 
the Palace, armed as he was, he ſaluted me, and re- 
commended to my Fayour a brave Soldier, who had 

ſignalized himſelf in that Day's Action. I, in Recom- 
pence, preſented him with a Helmet and a Cuiraſs, 


all of Gold. This Autbony took very ob) igingly ; 1 


for every faint Shadow of Love from me, his warm 
Imagination painted in the moſt glaring Colours: 


very little Reaſon to have been ſatisfied with my Li- 
berality on this Occaſion ; for I accompanied it with 
ſo winning a-Grace, as pleaſed the Soldier much be- 


yond the Preſent he received. My Experience had 


taught me how much it was in my Power to gain to 


my Side thoſe Men, who by their Station were placed 


Y "a 


were any-ways conducive to the Gratification of my 


But had he known the Truth, he would have found 1 
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at ſo great a Diſtance from me, as prevented them 


from aſpiring to ny Love. Beſides, I had a View 
on this Soldier, not penetrated by any but myſelf. 
As ſoon as Anthony had left me, I ſent for him, and 
engaged him to carry Ceſar an Account that I in- 


tended to prevail on Anthony the next Day to attack 


him by Land and Sea; but that, by my Contrivance, 
both his Fleet and his Horſe would reſign themſelves 
to his Power. The Soldier, won by my Smiles and 


Perſuaſions, went that * to Caſar. 


Anthony had nt che- a Challenge to coke: fp 
in ſingle Combat; and had received an Anſwer, dic- 


tated by the vom Scorn, that he might find ſeveral 
other Ways to end his Life. This I laid hold of to 


urge him on to try his Fortune againſt this mighty 


Caſar, who dared to uſe him with ſuch Inſolence 
and Contempt. His Friends were aſtoniſhed to ſee 
me endeavour on a ſudden to rouze him from that 
Lethargy, wherein I had taken ſo much Pains to lull 


and ſtupeſy him. However, ſuch was the Force of 


my Importunities, that Anthony, now conſidering with 


himſelf he could not die more honourably than in 
Battle, reſolved the next Day to attack wy both 


by Land and Sea. 14 
a 1 
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* is {+imnpiollible to expreſs the ſearſul Tempeſt 
Glier ſhook and terrified my Mind during that 


Night. sleep fled my Eyes, and I was every Mo- 


ment revolving that the next Day was to decide my 
Fate. Then, faid I to myſelf, ſhall I perhaps be 


| Miſtreſs of the World, and Cæſar, the Conqueror of 


that World, ſhall be my Slave; or, if he deludes me, 
I ſhall be in Chains, ſubmitting to that Yoke I pre- 
pared for the Necks of others, and which would be 
inſupportable to my own. Should this be the cruel 
Fate Cz/ar intended for me, my only Refuge was to 
die with Anthony, and to glory in the Appearance of 
being faithful to him; though my Liſe had been One 
continued Series of. T reachery and Deceit. 


1 length the dreaded; and yet the wind er, Day 
appeared; when Auubony marching his Infantry out 


* 


of the City, poſted them on a riſing Ground, from 


whence he ſaw his Fleet making up to the Enemy. 


There he ſtood i in Expectation of the Event; but as 
ſoon as ever the F leets approached one nl hk his 


Ships faluted Cz/ar's ; whoſe Fleet having returned 
the Compliment, they preſently Joined, and with all 
their Force rowed toward the City. Anthony had 
NO fooned obſerved this, but his Horſe deſerted him 
in like manner, and rendered themſelves to Ceſar; ; 


—_— and 
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and his Foot being defeated, he retired into the iy. : 7 
crying out, That Cleopatra had betrayed him, 
e when he was fighting only for her ſake.” -T had 
given Orders to fome of my moſt intimate Friends, 
to diſpatch Meſſenger after Meſſenger, to let me 
know what paſſed in the Fleet and Army; for my 
impatient Temper could not brook Uncertainty and 
Delay. In the Interim my Mind fluQuated between 
Hopes and Fears. Czfar and Anthony alternately 
took Poſſeſſion of my Thoughts, in nn Proportion 
to my Idea of the Succeſs of either. But as Cſar s 
commanding the World was now become moſt pro- 
bable, my Heart ſeemed inclined as a faithful Com- 


panion to accompany that World he had conquered. 
However, when J heard that Anthony was raving on 


my Falſhood through the Streets of Alarandria, un- 
der Pretence of fearing Cæſar (though indeed it was 
the abandoned Autbonys Deſpair and Fury which 1 
dreaded), I fied to my Monument, which I ſecured 
as faft as poſſible, that none might: find Admittance 
without firſt obtaining my Leave. I then took care 
to have a Report conveyed to Anthony that I was 
dead. In which Project 1 had a double Defign ; 
firſt, that hearing of my Death, all his Thonghts of 
Vengeance towards me might ſubſide; and further, 
(as he had often, in Fits of Fondnefs, dern he could 
7 not 
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not ane my Lok) I was in hopes that his Anger 
being mollified, by conſidering that my Life had 
been the Sacrifice of my Treachery, his Affection 
would again return, overwhelm him with Sorrow, | 
and drive him on to deſtroy himſelf; whilſt he would 
ſave me both the Trouble and the Infamy of ſuch 
an Action. This I enjoyed with the higheſt Degree 
of gatisfaction; for I thought it was beyond Expreſ- 
fon. glorious, to make Arhony deſtroy himſelf for 
my Loſs, at the very Inſtant he was convinced I had 
abandoned and betrayed him. In the mean time, a 
young Man, named C. ornelius Dolabella, one of Cæ- 
fears Favourites, who had long been captivated by 
my Charms, and whom I had engaged to advertiſe. 
me of every thing that was in Agitation, ſent me 
Word privately, that Cæſars Reſerve made it difh- 
cult to penetrate his Intentions, but adviſed me by 
all means to be on my Guard, and to ſuſpect the 
worft. This Hint from Dolabella threw me into the 
utmoſt Conſternation. It rouſed my Thoughts with 
the horrid Reflection, that, inſtead of the World my 
aſpiring Ambition aimed at being Miſtreſs of, Infa- 
my and Scorn were like to be the Reward of my 
Baſeneſs to Aurbony. I then imediately revolved how 
much preferable it were to have died with him, than 
to fuifer the dreadful Puniſhment which ſeemed now 
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to, threaten and approach me. I imagined that at 
leaſt 1 ſhould have. the Glory of being, thought, by the 
injudicious World, to have entertain edi along and 
conſtant Paſſion ſor him. The Moment I appre- 
hended he might be further uſeful to me, quick as 
Lightning I diſpatched a Meſſenger to inform him 
that Cleopatra yet lived for her Anthony, and to con- 
duct him to the Monument. I was not afraid of his 
Rage; for I was perfectly aſſured that the Joy of 
thinking he ſhould once more behold me alive, would 
baniſh from his Mind all other Conſiderations; But 
the Meſſenger arrived too late; for as ſoon as An- 
:hony had been appriſed of the Report of my being 
dead, he broke forth into this Expoſtulation, « Alas! 
« Anthony, what haſt thou now to do in this World? 
Fate has taken from thee the only Object for which 
ce thou wouldſt deſire to live.” He then begged 
Eros, his faithful Servant, whom he had formerly en- 
oaged in a Promiſe to kill him, to keep his Word, 
and put an End to his Maſter's Miſery. Eros, ſhock- 
ed at ſuch an Action, choſe rather to lay violent 
Hands on himſelf, than murder his Maſter. Which 
hen Anthony perceived, he plunged his Sword into 
his own Breaſt, and threw himſelf on a Couch that 
ſtood near him. The Wound, though mortal, did not. 


immediately occaſion his Death ; and he was a little 
redovered 
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ment he underſtood that I'was ſtill living, he eagerly 
defired to be carried to the Door of my Monument. 
I would not open it, for fear of being ſurprized, but 
let down Cords from a Window, to which Anthon 3, 

being faſtened, by the Help of my Two Women, 
who were all I truſted in the Monument, I drew him 


up. The Spectators, ſeeing - the faint and dying 


Anthony, covered with Blood, ſtretching out his 
Hands to Cleopatra, and raiſing his Body to give us 
what Aſſiſtance he could, were extremely affected, 

and in Tears lamented his unhappy Fate. Now, 
likewiſe, was I, for the firſt Time, touched with Sor- 
row, wherein there was any Mixture of Compaſſion 


for the wretched Anthony. As ſoon as he was in the | 


Monument, we laid him on a Bed. I ſpread - my 
Clothes 'over him ; ſmote my Breaſt, and tore my 
Hair; then wiping the Blood off his Face, I called 


him my Lord, my Huſband, my Emperor. In 


ſhort, I was mad with Exceſs of Paſſion. But if this 
Grief was to take on itſelf the Name of Pity, Pride, 
or Affectation, it would aſſume a falſe Character, 
for it was indeed ſuch a Compoſition of all Three, as 
would render it difficult to determine which was 


predominant. A little Compaſſion for Anthony, and 


a gn deal for oath overwhelmed my Eyes with 
Tears 
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Tears of Sorrow. M y Pride diſappointed, in that 


the Object of my Power lay expiring before me, 
whilſt I almoſt deſpaired of alluring Cz/ar, excited 
my Indignation ; and as I wanted Objects whereon 
to give it Vent, it turned its Edge on my own divided 
Boſom, Then recollecting, that the only Refuge 


left me to die with the leaſt Shadow of Honour, was 


impoſing on the World my violent and faithful Love 


for Anthony, in order to ſet forth that Love, Af- 
fectation diſplayed all its Extravagance, and forced 


me to put on a thouſand theatrical Foſtures, which 
Reality and Truth would ſcorn to appear in. The 
dying Autbony, inſtead of complaining, or endea- 


vouring to aggravate my Grief, did all he could to 


comfort and ſupport me. He ſuppreſſed his Sighs ; 
appeared chearful, and calling for ſome Wine, de- 
fired me not to pity him in this late Turn of For» 


tune, but rather to rejoice in Remembrance of his 


paſt Happine6. He adviſed me to take care of my- 
ſelf; and amongſt Cz/ar's Friends, to apply chiefly 
to Proculeius. When he had uttered theſe Words, 


whilſt his Eyes were yet fixed on mine, and with 


the convulſive Pangs of Death, he graſped my Hand, 
juſt as he was expiring, Proculeius arrived from Cæ- 
ſar. He had heard of Anthony's Death, and ſent 
this Proculeius to give me Hopes of every thing from 


a young 


/ 
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A young Hero, whoſe Heart was not incapable of 
being moved by a Lady's Charms. He was fearful 
'of lofing 3 an immenſe Treaſure, and likewiſe thought 
I ſhould be no ſmall Addition to the Ornament and 
Glory of his Triumph. My only Demand was, that 
my Kingdom might be diſpoſed of to my Children. 
Proculeius adviſed me to reſume my Courage, and 
Wholly to confide in Ceſar. Aﬀeer this, Gallus Was 
diſpatched to confer with me a ſecond Time; with 
whom I held a Converſation through a ſmall Aperture 
in the Monument. He contrived to lerigthen out the 
Conference as much as he could ; and in the mean 
while Proculeius, by the Aid of a Scaling-Ladder, 
entered in at that Window, through which we had 
taken u p Außen. One of my Women inſtantly 
cried out, Oh! wretched Cleopatra, thou art un- 
cc done“ On hearing this, I attempted' to ſtab my- 
ſelf with a Dagger which hung always at my Girdle; 
but Proculeius was Time enough to prevent me; and 
ſeizing both my Hands, forced from me the Dagger, 
and examined my Robe, for fear any Poifon ſhould 
be conſcealed therein. After which, Ceſar ſent Epa- 
phroditus, one of his Servants, with Orders to treat 
me with all imaginable Gentleneſs and Civility ; j but 
to take particular Care that I ſhould have no om 
| 1 of deſtroying myfRlf, 
2 Ho 
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Many Kings, and great Commanders, petitioned 

Caſar for the Body of Anthony, in order to pay him 
his Funeral Rites ; but at my earneſt Sollicitation 
he permitted me the Honour of that Office, and 
gave me Leave to be as profuſe as I pleafed in the 
Expence. This Permiſſion clearly diſcovered that 
my Wealth was no longer my own, but was to be 5 
employed according to n $ Pleaſure and Di- 


1 ſpared no Coſt on the Occaſion, but buried An- 
:hony with all the We and 2 | could 
deviſe or invent. | . 


Soon aſter, this Ceſar himſelf rouchſafed 1 to he 
me a Viſit; which I looked on as the critical Minute 
wherein I was either again to re- aſſume my former 
Glory, or be loſt and ſunk for ever. I adorned my 

Chamber with various Pictures of Julius Cz/ar ; ; but 
as for myſelf, I had on only a thin mourning Robe, 
- which I thought would ſet off the Whiteneſs of my 
Skin; and I lay on a Couch, as one deſtitute and for- 
lorn. At Cæſar's Entrance I aroſe, and flung my- 
{elf at his Feet, inwardly praying that I might ſuc- 
ceed now as when firſt I aw Mark Anthony. 1 
called Ce/ar, * Lord and Maſter. My Hair was 
3 diſhevelled, 


e 
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diſhevelled, my Eyes bathed in Tears, my as Mu 


guiſhing, and my Voice trembling ; which moved 
Cæſar's Compaſſion to raiſe and lead me back to my 
Couch. . I artfully began the Diſcourſe on Julius Cæ- 
far, and ſaid, © It is to your great Father, Sir, I owe 
the Name of Queen: From his Hands I received 


cc the Crown. Our Love was reciprocal : If you de- 


ce fire Proofs, here are his Letters; pleaſe toread them.” 
Sometimes I looked Nan at the Picture of 
Fulius, ſometimes on his adoptive Son. © TI loſt you 


ec too ſoon, ſaid I (looking at the Picture of the 


Dictator), O my great Protector! Then turn- 
ing my Eyes tenderly on Ofavizs, I cried out, . No! 


CI have found you again in another Hero, the ſame 


cc as yourſelf; and Fate has now reſtored you to 
«© me, as great and as lovely as ever.” In ſhort, I 


bent all the Artillery of Artifice and Diſſimula- 


tion againſt Cz/ar's Breaſt, He looked with down- 
caſt Eyes ; and as ſoon as T imagined I perceived the 
leaſt glimmering Hope of his being ſtaggered, I be- 


gan to excuſe my Conduct, from my Neceſlity, and 


the Fear of Anrbony. But Cz/ar interrupting me in 
my Juſtification, | had . Recourſe to Prayers and 
Tears to move his Compaſſion ;. and at the ſame 
time put into his Hands a Lift of all my Treaſure. 
One of my Treaſurers | accuſed me of ſuppreſſing 
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many Things of Value, and reproached me for my 
Inſincerity. I, who had been ſo long accuſtomed to 
be adored by all around me, could not but reſent this 
Uſage ; which threw me into ſo violent a Paſſion, 
that I fled from my Couch, caught this impertinent 
Secretary by the Hair, and ſtruck him ſeveral Blows 
in the Face. Beſides my Paſſion, I had another 
Reaſon for thus ſuddenly ſtarting up; which was to- 
ſhew my Shape at the beſt Advantage to the young: 
Hero. Cæſar could not help ſmiling at this ſudden 
Tranſport, and endeavoured to pacify me. Is it 
<<: not very hard, mighty Cœũar, ſaid I, when you do 
ec me the Honour of a Viſit, in this my wretched 
Condition, that I fhould be affronted by my own 
« | Servants 55 If Ehave laid by any. Women's Toys,. 
“ they never were deſigned as Ornaments for one 
« of my _ miſerable Fortune; but that I might have 
& ſome little Preſent by me to offer Octavia your: 
« Sifter, and your Conſort. Livia; that by their In- 
« terceſſion I might hope to find * in. ſome meas» 
«© ſure diſpoſed to Mercy.” 


Cz/ar was pleaſed to hear me talk in thisStrain, be- 
ingnow perſuaded that I was deſirous to live. He there · 
fore aſſured me, that whatever I had by me I might 
2 of at my Diſeretion; and that his Vage of 

me. 
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me ſhould be honourable beyond my Expectation. 
He then departed, well ſatisfied he had over- reached 


me; but he was himſelf deceived ; for my Friend 


Notice, th Cala. was about to return into Syria, 


and that I and my Children were to be ſent before. 


The Horror of being led in Triumph, pointed at, 
and ſcorned by the Noam in general, and in parti- 


cular, of being inſulted by Livia (which T was aſſur- 


el would be my Fate), tempted me to ſeek Death as 
my only Refuge; and as I now deſpaired of alluring 
Gzſar, Treſolved, in Appearance at leaſt, to die for 
Anthony. I thereſore requeſted Cz/ar that he would be 
pleaſed to permit me to make my laſt Oblation to his 
departed Brother in the Empire; which being granted, 

I was carried to the Place where Anthony was buried; 

and upon my Knees, accompanied by my Wong, 

I embraced his Tomb, with Tears in my Eyes, and 
made over the deceaſed Anthony ſo loud a Lamenta- 
tion, as to a right Judgment would have plainly- 
ſhewn, that true Grief for his Loſs did not produce 
ſuch flowing Eloquence; and that all my Mourning 
was the Reſult of Affectation. In reality, I mourn- 
ed for myſelf; but had Cæſar been amorous enough 
to > have. been enſnared Y bas en Anthony s 


Dolabella found Means of again privately giving me 


Fate 
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174 The LIFE of 
Fate might have remained for ever unlamented by 
the * Cleopatra. 


Having Ghifhed: theſe nme 1 WO 
the Tomb with Garlands, and kiſſing it, ordered my 
Bath to be prepared. After which, I fat down to 
Supper, and feaſted ſumptuouſly. A Country Fel- 
low deceiving my Guards, under the Pretence of 
bringing me ſome Figs, gained Admittance, and 
brought me an Aſp. I wrote a Letter to Cæſar, 
moſt earneſtly entreating that I might be buried in 
the ſame Tomb with Antbony; for I imagined this 
would preſerve the Appearance of my dying for Love 
of him. I then invited the welcome 1 to ex- 
ecute its friendly Office. 


But now, at the Approach 4 my laſt . 1 
could not avoid reflecting on my paſt Life; and 
found, upon the whole, that the Indulgence of my 
Ambition, and the cultivating in myſelf the Spirit of 
Pride and Vanity, had produced far more Miſery 
than Happineſs. How indeed can it be otherwiſe ? 
when inſtead of reſtraining, we give a looſe to Paſ- 
ſions, which, like a Dropſy, increaſe by Indulgence, 
are too greedy to be ſatisfied, prey on our Hearts, 


and raiſe in us a Perplexity more painful than any 
Misfortune 
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Misfortune that can attend or befal us. To be for 
ever purſuing what we can never attain- (which is 
conſtantly the Caſe of ungovernable Paſſions), is the 


State - all others moſt to be deplored. 


eee in Anthony $ Triumph over the King of ”_ 
menia, I was placed on a Throne, and the Proceſſion 
ended at my Feet, inſtead of the Statue of Jupiter, 
even whilſt I was fo much the Object of the public 


Envy, I was more grie ved at obſerving that the Priſon- 


ers who opened their Eyes, ſaw I was not a real God- 
deſs, and would not bow down before me, than I 
was pleaſed with the moſt extravagant Honours paid 
me by the deluded and enamoured Triumvir. For 
when my Mind was tortured by Exceſs of Paſſion, 
and all within was Tempeſt and Confuſion, what 
Tranquility or Happineſs could I poſſibly enjoy? 


But it was now too late to change this diſmal Si- 


tuation ; and my laſt Minutes rolled on in the ſame 


Tumult, which had run through all the Hours of 
my Life preceding Antbonys Death. Czfar's POW. 


er, the Triumph of Livia and Ofavia, with my 
own approaching Fate, crouded my Mind with 
uch various and bitter Reflections, as almoſt hurried 
me to Diſtraction; and at laſt, had I not had Art 


enou ugh to impoſe on myſelf, as I had on others, and 
fancy 
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fancy that I deſpiſed Life, becauſe I fixed my 
Thoughts on other Objeds, Death would have apr 
peared to me in its moſt frightful Terrors, But I 
was ſomewhat. flattered in preſuming I ſhould attain 
Glory by dying with 4nthony; and by robbing Livia 
and Ofavia (the one, my Rival with Anthony ; the 
other, in the Univerſe), of their Exultation over me; 
and that; as I could neither allure nor conquer, yet 
that I ſhould deceive the great and powerful Cz/ar. 
Thus I breathed my laſt, ſadly impoſing on myſelf, 
and fell a wretched Sacrifice to that Treachery and 
Ambition, wherein I had ſo long placed my, chief De- 
light; and of whoſe fatal Conſequences I ſhall. be, 
to all future Ages, a — and — Mo- 
nument. 
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19 wet EFF E of 
The Commands of the Sovereign of theſe lower 


Regions oblige me to renew my "IR Griets, by 
recounting a faithful Narration ory "oy Life, Mut # 


was an Inhabitant of the Earth. 


I was the Daugficer of Caius Oftavie, by his Wife 
Atia ; Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Rank and Virtue ; 
and who had likewiſe the Honour of giving Birth to 
my Brother Auguſtus Cefar. A Circumſtance I 
the more willingly mention, in order to refute thoſe 
Critics, who, from a Miſtake in Plutarch, contend 
for my being deſcended from Ancbaria, the firſt 
Wife of Ofavins ; and that I was therefore only 


Half-fiſter to Auguſtus. 


From my Infancy, that is, from the Time I be- 
came capable of Reflection, I was taught, that to 
contract my Deſires, to command my Paſſions, and 
to ſhare my Pleaſures with others, was the only Con- 
duct which could promiſe me Happineſs and by 
Rules like theſe was all my future Life governed. 
My chief Care was to keep my Mind compoſed and 


undiſturbed; that in every Accident which befel me, 


I might have Power to exert my Reaſon, and give 
my Judgment its due * 
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As I was very handſome, and Siſter to the adop- 
tive Son of Julius Czar, 1 dreaded from my Youth 
that I ſhould be ſacrificed to political Views, and be 
diſpoſed of in the ſolemn Tie of Matrimony to ſome | 
Man, whoſe Ambition alone would lead him to take 
meas a Pledge of Friendſhip from the great Ceſar. 
My predominant Paſſion was Love; and the higheſt 
N otion I could form. of Happineſs, was a private 
Life, with a Huſband who was agreeable to my In- 
clinations, and capa able of a reciprocal Affection. 
But this Opinion W. ich I had formed of Happineſs 
with ſuch a Huſband, rendered me the more cau- 
tious of giving way to my Affections, till my Appro- 
bation of the Object made ſuch an Indulgence rea- 
ſonable. I conſidered with myſelf, that my Senti- 
ments of a married State would not ſuffer me to 
lead a Life of Deceit or Hypocriſy; and therefore, 
if married at all, it was requiſite for my Peace of 
Mind, that I ſhould be united to a Man who was the 
Object of my Inclinations, and whoſe Diſpoſition 
would make an artful Behaviour on my Part totally 
needleſs to obtain good Uſage, or to ſecure his 
Efteem. I had you? and repreſented to myſelf 
the Character of the Man who would pleaſe me beſt ; 
and reſolved that (unleſs Conſiderations, of State 
I me to be a Sacrifice) I woyld live ſingle, if 
e I 


I found it impoſſible to meet with the Counter: part 


of Fe Picture which dwelt in my Imagination. "4 


But whilſt I was thus acid with my own Fan- 


cies, before the civil War broke out between Czſar 


and Pompey, I had like to have been married to the 
latter, in order to cement a Peace, and ſtrengthen the 
Friendſhip of thoſe Two great Men. This I muſt 
have ſubmitted to, had my Uncle Julius Cæʒuæar 


continued in the Opinion, that, in order to prevent 


the ſpilling of much Rowan Blood, it was neceſſary 


to make me a Sacrifice. Nor ſhould I in the ſub- 
mitting to it (whatever inward Uneaſineſs it had coſt 


me) have made the leaſt Heſitation; for I thought 
my private Inclinations ought not to interfere with 
my public Duty; nor would I have ſuffered them 
to oppoſe my Uncle Julius Cæſar s Commands, in a 


Caſe where any Action of mine could poſſibly be 
productive either of general Peace, or univerſal Con- 
fuſion, with all the bloody Horrors of an inteſtine 
War. But Pompey could by no means prove any 
Reſemblance to the Picture in my Boſom; in which 
were drawn the ſtrongeſt Lines of Love, and few or 
none of Ambition. However, by the Turn of Af. 


fairs between Cz/ar and Pompey, I eſcaped this diſ- 


gre Match ; and . * revived, that I 


* ſhould 
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ſhould eitfier live unmarried, or find an Original to 
my beloved Picture. | 


T There was then at | Rin a Man of conſular Dig- 
nity, named Marcellus, who was greatly i in the public 
Eſteem, and all thoſe who knew him grew eloquent 
in his Praiſes. His Character pleaſed me much: 
But Fame is ſo often miſtaken in the Motives of 
Men's Actions, that I could not ſuffer common Re- 
port to fix my Opinion, although it had Power enough 
to raiſe in me a Curioſity to be farther acquainted 
with the Man, whoſe Underſtanding and Goodneſs 
Fame painted in ſuch amiable Colours. I took the 
firſt Opportunity of creating an Acquaintance with 
this Marcellus; and found, by the moſt narrow In- 
ſpection into Tx Conduct, that he more than anſwered 
all 1 had heard in his Favour; and that the Warmth 
of my higheſt Imagination could not do him Juſtice. 
In ſhort I both liked, approved, and loved Marcellus. 
My Judgment and Inclination united in perſuading 
me to be his Wife; and I looked on it as a particular 
Omen of my good Pine, when I perceived he was 
deſtined by my Brother to be my Huſband. . And 
now I will deſcribe to you the Picture I had long 
before drawn by * own ml | | 


M, arcellus 
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Marcallus was a Perſon of the moſt worthy and 
valuable Accompliſhments. He . had an excellent 
Underſtanding, a lively Imagination, a penetrating 
judgment, and was ſo acute in the Diſcernment of 
Things, as not to be impoſed upon by outward Ap- 
pearances. He could.cafily ſee through the Subtle- 

ties of Fallacy ; ; and with the like Readineſs diſtin- 
guiſh Truth, how artfully. ſoever diſguiſed or miſre- 
preſented, _ But what was moſt remarkable in his 
Character, was the right Application he made of his 
ſuperior Underſtanding. His Reaſon conſtantly ex- 
erted itſelf, and kept his Paſſions under ſuch regular 
and due Obedience, that he was always Maſter of 
himſelf; and was never hurried into thoſe Tranſ- 
ports or Exceſſes, which diſtract the Mind, and diſ- 
compoſe the Tranquility of human Libs. His Fa- 
culties were all engaged on their proper Objects; and 
the uſual Employments of his Time were the Diſco- 
veries of Truth, and Diſquiſitions of Philoſophy. 
But then as to his Amuſements, he gave way to his 
Imagination; loved to indulge it; and from the 
moſt trifling Circumſtances could 3 Pleaſure and 
Enjoyment. This was the Cauſe that he was agree- 
ably chearful amidſt his deepeſt Studies; and could 
mix ſome kind of Inſtruction i in the moſt trifling 
n of his roving F ancy. For although he 
would 


ev 
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would not ſuffer his [Imagination to take Place of his 
Judgment, and could plainly diſtinguiſh the Effects of 
the one from the other; yet was he not ſo vainly proud 
of his Reaſon, as to look upon the Imagination be- 
neath the Dignity of Man; nor, in the room of that 

Chearfulneſs which attend a ſprightly Fancy, to ſub- 
ſtitute a haughty Surlineſs of Temper, which of all 
things renders a Man moſt diſagreeable. Such was 
the Underſtanding of Marcellus; and he thought it 
his Duty to enjoy the Advantages Nature had given 
him with a contented and a thankful Mind. Nor 
was the Heart of Marcellus any-ways inferior to his 
Head. He had more Compaſſion in his Nature, 
more Tenderneſs in his Diſpoſition, than I ever ſaw 
in any other Man. And this Compaſhon, this Ten- 
derneſs, made him incapable of being guilty of any 
Action to which the Name of Ill- nature could pro- 
perly be applied. No diſdainful Arrogance, or in- 
ſolent Scorn, had any Place in his gentle Boſom. 
The Diſpoſition of his Heart was as well regulated 
as the Faculties of his Mind. He was neither con- 
ceited enough in his on Opinion to be aſhamed of 
Weakneſs; nor would he indulge it to ſo extrava- 
gant a Height, as to ſuffer himſelf to be led by it to 
the leaſt Injuſtice. When he acted in a public Ca- 


pacity, he could ſhed Tears for the Sufferings of thoſe 
whom 
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whom he would not relieve at the Expence of his 
Integrity. In ſhort, Marcellus exceeded my Picture, 
as much as the Hand of Nature excels that of Art; 
and brought to my Remembrance the Story of 5 
malion and his Statue; ſor he was the Portrait I had 
drawn, animated with Life and Motion. To finiſh 
the whole, his. Perſon was remarkably agreeable, | 
his Manners were elegant and refined, As I have 
before obſerved, that Love was my predominant Paſ- 
ſion, it would be needleſs to repeat how much I loved 
Marcellus. My Love was unmixed with Vanity, 
and my Affection free from all Conſiderations 
but the Good and Pleaſure of its Object. And this 
Affection was ſo perfectly mutual, between me and 
my Huſband, that our Thoughts were known to 
each other, before the Tongue could expreſs them, 
Marcellus continually exulted in the Happineſs of 
this Union; and often ſaid, ** That although the 
married Life was what he choſe, yet there was 
nothing he ſo much dreaded as meeting with a 
Wife, with whom he could not follow the natu- 
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ral Bent of his own Inclinations, by indulging her, 
without filling her with ſuch Affectation as would 
« have given him a great deal of Uneaſineſs. He 
«© muſt then have lived in a perpetual Reſtraint, or 
© condemned himſelf for feeding that Vanity, which, 
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« ag it is too enlarged ever to be ſatisfied, muſt by 


« his own Fault have made the Woman miſerable, 
e who was intruſted to his Power.” Whereas my 


Mind, actuated by Love only, gloried 1 in his Tenderneſs, 
as a Proof of his Confidence in my Behaviour, and 
of his affectionate Regard to my Happineſs. Nor 
was J, in my great Care to oblige, and particular 
Caution of offending him, any-ways remiſs, in re- 
turning with Intereſt that Tenderneſs in which I fo 
much delighted. His diſtinguiſhing Penetration could | 
eafily perceive that my Delight in his Regard for 
me, aroſe entirely from the Strength of my Love, 
and not from the common Vanity of imagining my- 
ſelf the Object of Admiration. This was the Reaſon 
I would not (had it been in my Power) have driven 
him, by his Affection for me, to have acted beneath 
his Character, or expoſed himſelf on my Account to 
Cenſure or Ridicule. Inſtead of wiſhing to have it 
in my Power, I was pleaſed with thinking the Foun- 
dation of my Huſband's Love was fixed on the ſtea- 
dy Baſis of true Eſteem; as I knew that was the 
only Baſis whereon 1 could raiſe any ſolid Hope of 
its continuing firm and unalterable. Marcellus 
(had he been married to a Woman whoſe ruling 
Paſſion was Vanity, and who, from that Vanity, 
would have been unreaſonably capricious, hating his 
gf B b Friends, 
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Friends, for fear they did not reſpect her as much as 
ſhe did herſelf, and making Favourites of his Ene- 
mies, in hopes they allowed her a Superiority in 
fome ſhape or other over her Huſband, whilſt ſhe 
affected an extravagant Paſſion for him) could not 
have been ſo deceived. Nor did his Judgment, al- 
ways ſubtle in the Search of Truth, ſuffer him to run 
into the other Extreme; and becauſe he knew there 
were mdoy ſuch Women in the World as I have de- 
ſcribed, deny the Poſſibility of any Woman s being 
of a different Character. Neither did he, whilſt his 
Wife was giving him every Proof in her Power ef 
true Reſpect, call it Aﬀetation z and, by blinding 
| himſelf with an imaginary Netion, indiſcriminately: 
mingle Truth with Fallhood. No! Marcellus ſaw my 
Fidelity, and loved me for it; and his Love heigh- 
tened my Affection to a Degree which, I believe, 
could not be exceeded. We lived together with the 
utmoſt Simplicity. Artifice and Cunning were ba- 
niſhed our Boſoms; where there was nothing we 
wiſhed to conceal; where no lurking Diſguiſes were 
neceſſary; ſince mutual Confidence, Sincerity, and 
Truth were the conſtant and invariable Rules of our 
Conduct. In every Action ef our Lives we had 
Reference to each other. Whether we ſtaid at home, 


or went abroad, were ſerious or diſpoſed to Mirth, 
* till 
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Atill by. our Sympathy and Love, every Trifle made 
a Pleaſure, and every Pleaſure was heightened into 


Joy by our mutual Participation of it; our Hearts 


exulted with that Rapture which is built on the 
ſtrong Foundation of undiſſembled Love. Every 
Tree and Buſh, every common Object produced by 
Nature, became, by our Obſervations, and giving way 
to our delighted Imaginations, Matter of the moſt 
agreeable Entertainment. Our common Friends 
(for we had nothing ſeparate) rejoiced in our Com- 
pany, as they were gladdened with our Happineſs: 


For to good Minds, Happineſs, like Colour to the 


Camelion, is chiefly communicated by that of others. 


My Huſband's ſteady Underſtanding improved me; 
his Strength of Faney entertained me; and our mu- 
tual Love, fixed on, and influenced by, Integrity of 
Manners, baniſhed all tumultuous Paſſions from our 
Breaſts, and-left us no other Thoughts but thoſe of 
Peace, Tranquility, and Joy. The public Calamity, | 
in the Time of the famous Proſcription by Cz/ar, 
Anthony, and Lepidus, did indeed interrupt our Com- 
poſure, move our Compaſſion, and fill us with Ter- 
ror, What added greatly to the Horror which poſ- 
ſeſſed my Mind on that Occaſion, was the Conſide- 
ration that my Brother was one of the chief Cauſes: 
2 this Scene of Slaughter and Deſolation. The Ven- 
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geance of irritated Enemies, the Jealouſies of fan- 
taſtic Women, the Fear of ſervile Slaves, with the 
Rapaciouſneſs of the Covetous, were as ſo many In- 
ſtruments and Miniſters to execute the ſavage Orders 
for the Maſſacre of thoſe unhappy Wartches whoſe 
Names were found among the Proſcribed. On the 
other hand, to prove the Difference of human Kind, 
in this general Miſery were ſignalized ſome of the: 
moſt heroic Acts of F idelity and Affection. Even 
Slaves, habiting themſelves like their Maſters, met 
Death 1 1n their Stead : Sons, unaccuſtomed to. diſ- 
obey their Fathers, now, for the firſt Time, diſputed 
their Wills, and were reſolute to die the firſt: Wo- 
men in Numbers fled, bearing their Huſbands, as 
Anchiſes did his Father Aneas, on their Shoulders; 
with whom they ſecreted themſelves in diſtant Ca- 
verns. Such Inſtances of Fidelity and Love were 
now our only Comfort, as from them alone we 
could imagine we were not placed amongſt a Set of 
Animals fiercer or more cruel than Wolves and Ti- 
gers. All the Power I had I exerted to ſoften my. 
Brother's Rigour. I refuſed my Protection to none, 
who could find a Method, of flying to me for Refuge; J 
and I was only. grieved that my weak Efforts were in 
vain to ſtop that Effuſion of Roman Blood, which 
daily preſented ſuch. dreadful Spectacles to our. View. 
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As ſoon as this horrid Proſcription was at an End, 


and my Brother Ofavius Cæſzar, with Anthony, and 


Lepidus, were in quiet Poſſeſſion of the Romas Em- 
pire, I would, if permitted to follow my own Incli- 
nations, have e from Rome, and with my belov- 
ed Huſband have enjoyed that Satisfaction and 
Pranquility, in which we both ſo much delighted: 
But my Brother, who was always beſt pleaſed when 
we were with him, engaged us, in Compliance with 
his Deſires, to remain in the Metropolis. My Sta- 
tion unavoidably threw me into the Converſation of 


Women of the firſt Quality and DiſtinQion ; but 1 
accounted every Moment ſpent in their Company as. 


ſo much Loſs of Time. Their Infidelity to their 
Huſbands, and the general Profligacy of their Man- 
ners, raiſed in me the utmoſt Abhorrence of their 
Conduct. I often reflected with Aſtoniſhment on 
even. the Poſſibility that my Youth might have been 
betrayed into this univerſal Corruption, had not the 
Virtue and Underſtanding of Marcellus directed my 
Steps, ſecured my Peace, and inſpired me with the 
moſt ſteady and ardent Affection. But ſo precarious 


and uncertain is all human Happineſs, that this State of 
Security and Pleaſure could not laſt. For the great- 


eſt Loſs which could then befal me, and that where - 
in all other Conſiderations were entirely ſwallowed, 
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now i my Soul, ſtaggered, and almoſt 
avercame the moſt vigorous Efforts. of my ſtrongeſt 
Reſolutions. Marcellus, my faithful Friend, my 
fond Lover, and my indulgent Huſband, was ſeized 
with a malignant Fever, and in the ſhort Space of 
Two Days his Phyſicians declared there were no 
Hopes of his Recovery. He kept his Senſes to the. 
laſt, and in his expiring Moments acknowledged my 
Faithfulneſs and Truth; but begged me, as ſoon as 
poſſible, to calm my Mind, and to conſider, that the 
only remaining Proof I could give of my Love to- 
wards him, was to ſtruggle with the Grief he was 
ſenſible muſt at firſt pierce my Heart; and to turn 
all my Tenderneſs on his Offspring; the dear little 
Pledges of our conſtant Paſſion, * 80 far am I, 
continued that great and good Man, from ſelfiſhly 
« defiring the Remembrance of me ſhould be the 
% Occaſion of your Sorrow, that nothing could now- 
« be ſo real a Comfort to my Thoughts, as the hay-. 
“ing any Hopes you might ever enjoy with another 
% Huſband, that Happineſs which I have made it he 
« Study and Pleaſure of my Life: you ſhould partake 
„ with me. Perhaps your Station may demand 
« your Hand as a Sacrifice to the public Peace. If 
« fo, your own Goodneſs, my Ofawa; will direct 
you how to act; and I am fatisfied my Advice. 


66 would 
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« would be unneceſſary and uſclefs. But turn from 
« me the tender Softneſs of your Eyes; and remem- 
ce ber it is my dying Requeſt, that you endeavour, 
te with all your Strength, to ſurmount your Aﬀic- 
& tion for my Loſs.” In Words like theſe, which 
in broken Accents forced their Way from his trem- 
bling Lips, my dear Marcellus breathed his laſt, and 
left me in Appearance dead as himſelf. My Grief, | 
which was too intenſe for Utterance, too deep to vent 
itſelf in Words, flew to my labouring Heart, and, 
for the preſent, deprived me of Life and Motion. 
My Attendants took me from this diſmal Scene, and 
bore me to an Apartment far diſtant from my de- 


ceaſed Huſband. There I lay ſome Hours, as in a 


Trance; but yet my Imagination bufied itſelf in 
cobflaſed and wretched Ideas. One Moment, fluſhed 
en my too faithful Memory all the paſt Scenes of 
Tenderneſs I had enjoyed with my late Marcellus. 


This forced Tears from my Eyes, till they could 


flow no longer; and the direful Thought that he 
was dead, and 1 ſhould never behold him again, tor- 
tured my Soul; His uncommon Generoſity, in fo 


earneſtly wiſhing my Happineſs, when he himſelf 


ſhould be no more capable of ſharing it, raiſed my 
Admyration, and increaſed my Grief, 
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In this Agony of Sorrow I formed no Reſolutions 


of not marrying again. My Soul was ſo entirely 


fixed on my irreparable Loſs, that there was no Room 
for even the Thoughts of a ſecond Huſband to find 
a Place in my diſtracted Mind. But when, by the 
Abundance of my Tears, and the long Roving of 
my bewildered Imagination, my Miſery was a little 
exhauſted, and conſequently began to ſubſide ; I re- 


flected, that it was the laſt Command of Marcellus, 


that I ſhould ſtruggle to ſurmount my Afffiction, in 


order to ſhew him the only remaining Teſtimony of 
my Love, by my tender Care of our Offspring. This 
excited my Attention; and I cried out, © Shall then 
« the dying Command of my beloved Huſband be 
&« the only one in which I ever diſobeyed him? Is 
« there any the moſt trying Proof of Regard I would 
« not grant him? Shall Ofavia give a Looſe to 
ce Sorrows (which, as they are the preſent Bent of 
« her Nature, would be her greateſt Indulgence) 
«till they fink her to the Grave? And ſhall ſhe 
« want Courage to live, in order to preſerve all the 
4 dear Remains of Marcellus from being toſſed, help- 
& leſs and forlorn, on this mercileſs and unrelenting 
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World? This Conſideration had Force enough to enable 


me to exert my utmoſt Strength to aſſail my Grief, 
and prevent its preying too deeply on my Heart. 
J = HEM However z 


However, I ends not — my e ſo abſolute- 


ly, but that for Hours and Days it would be my 


wretched Companion ; although by my outward 


Behaviour, and often by my chearful Countenance, it 


was generally believed no Woman could be leſs con- 


cerned for her Huſband than myſelf. My real Trouble 


was ſo great, that had I not kept it under due Mo- 


deration, it muſt have inevitably terminated in my 


Death; whereas thoſe Sorrows, with which we are 
but ſugh tly affected, may break forth, and be again 


reſtrained, at our own Will or Pleaſure, and ac- 


cording to the Nn n we think moſt 
e to make. hed 


By my Brother s Conſent, I now 1 21 a little 


: while 4 Rome; and in this Retirement I intended 
to pals the Reſidue of my Days, employing myſelf 


in a careful Education of thoſe dear Infants for whoſe 
Good alone Life was any longer deſirable, or the Obje& 


of my Wiſhes, But, alas! this was not allowed me. I was 


deſtined to appear again on the public Stage; and 
the Part allotted me was both. difficult and painful 
to perform. A civil War was already broke forth 


between Ceſar and Anthony. But Fulvia, Anthony's 


Wife, who, to force her Huſband from Cleopatra, 


bad been the chief Promoter of this War, being now 
© WR dead, 
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much more than if he had decreed. hy] Death packe 


Joy, was 1 now to becc 
Marcellus, I was to. call Mark Anthony by the once- 


as Aa had been the Dr 
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dead, tho common Friends of. the Two Tnumris 
propoſed tlie giving me to Anthony, as a Pledge. of 
Peace, and a Means of future Union anten them. 
When Gzfar ſent me this | 


Means of the public God. A. retired and. ſolitary 
Life with my late Huſband's. Offspring was all. the 
Comfort my irreparable Loſs. had left me. The 
Name of Wife, once ſo much. my Glory, and my 
come my Miſery; and inſtead of 


loved Name of Huſband. I could form no Concep- 
tion how it was poſſible for me to live with him ; 
De both of Fulvia and 9 
Fuluia, whilſt Anthony was Maſter at Rome, 


> 6 the Death of Julius Caſar, had made. all 
Things venal, and in her own Apartment, ſold Go- 
vernments, Provinces, and Kingdoms, to the beſt 
Purchaſer. She was not aſhamed to bear the Sword 
to head the Senators of her Party; to hara 


give Orders to the Soldiers; and mix in Coun- 


. with the Generals. During che dreadful Proſcrip- 


tion before mentioned, ſhe herſelf, from private 


Pique, and implacable Revenge, commanded the 
NMaſſacre of ſeveral Men whom the Triumvirs had 
ſpared. Even beyond the Grave did her Revenge 


purſue 


ES | 
— 8 * _ "09" A A — —  — e * ** een 146 ey 5 * 


0 C! T A \ 1 A. 195 
purſue her Enemies, For when the Head of Cicero 
Sos brought her, taunting, ſpitting on, and inſulting 
it, the plerced his Tongue foverat Dimes through 
| with a Bodkin, and lamented his being dead, only 
as it was out of the Power of her Malice to murder 
him over again. And as to o Clengara, ſhe ſcrupled 
no Murder, Treachery, or a ce, to gratify her 
Ambition; and indulge her extravagant Humour. 
What Hopes then could J entertain, but that the 
Man, who had been Slave to Two ſuch Women, 
would deſpiſe and ſeorn a Wife of a quite different 


Character D What Reaſon had I to believe but that 


he would call Meckneſs, Meanneſs of ud and 


think a Diſpoſition. inelined to forgive, was only 
owing to a Want of Reſolution, and a wavering un- 


N Fulvia and Cleopatra had ruled 


him by Stratagem and double Deſigns; I had never 

an Intention in any one Action of my Life beyond 

9 5 I openly arowed to my Friends. 1 had from 
my Infancy contracted the utmoſt Abhorrence of 


any the leaſt Fraud, and I could not help ſuſpecting 


that the Man, who had fo long been uſed to miſtake 


Artifice for Openneſs of Heart, would, by the ſame 
Rule, miſinterpret Simplicity and Honeſty for Per- 


85 and Cunning. But notwithſt n ing. all my 
e Fears, 


8 : 
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Fears, and the Terror 1 had of rigs again a Wiſe, 


after 1 had loſt Marcellus; yet the Neceſſity I ſaw of 
my being made a Sacrifice to prevent the Effuſion of 


Blood, which muſt be the certain Reſult of an in- 


teſtine War, inſpired me with a Reſolution to over- 


come every Reluctance, in order to oblige my Bro- 


ther, and prevailed on me to give my Hand to = 


:hony (L confeſs, indeed without my Heart). 
Action the World ſhould not have bribed me to: 


have complied with, had I been born in private Life, 


and had not my relentleſs Fate obliged me fo to do. 
We went together to Rome, to celebrate our Nup-- 
tialss We entered in Triumph, amidſt the Accla - 
mations of the People; who being harraſſed and tired 


out with ſo many civil Wars, rejoiced in this Recon- 


 ciliation between Cz/ar and ' Anthony, That I was. 


the Cauſe of this general Joy, and the Pledge of this 
Peace or Harmony, gave me alſo. a Share in the 
Pleaſure with which it inſpired others; and, in a great 


meaſure, mitigated the ReluQance I had to this Mar- 


riage. As ſoon as I was married, I reſolved to be as 
cautious in all my Deportment to make Anthony a 


good Wife, as if he had been the Object of my Choice. 


Nay, I was the more watchful over my Behaviour, as 


frating the Want of that 9 E had indulged. 
for 
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for Marcellus, might tempt me to be careleſs 440 my 


Conduct to a Huſband for whom I had not GUY He : 


Inclination, and of which Duty, now was to ſupply 


the Place. We lived ſome time at Rome; but as 


ſaw-there yet remained great Jealouſies in the Hearts 
of. my Brother and my Huſband, I was much re- 


joiced, when the latter, taking me with him, left. 
Rome, and went to Athens. I flattered myſelf the 


Diftance from each other was the moſt likely 
Means of preſerving a Peace between them. The 
_ Athenians omitted nothing in their Power to render 
my Stay with them agreeable to me and Anthony. 
Though at Intervals he fell into the licentious Plea- 
ſures he had been accuſtomed to whilſt he lived with 
Cleopatra, yet did he now mix theſe Pleaſures with fo 


much Attention to Learning, and ſuch a Delight in 


the Converſation of honeſt and ingenious Men, that 
I began to.imagine Time would engage him to ſee 
the Folly of his profligate Manners ; and as he had 
an extenſive Underſtanding, and a good-natured 
Diſpoſition, that he would be reclaimed from Vice, 


and act the Part moſt mens of him. 


the preſent Object always made the ſtrongeſt Impreſ- 


Lon on the Senſes of the amorous Anthony, 1 could not 


RAS, determine; I 


Whether it was * I was a new Object, or * 
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determine; but he ſeemed now to have forgot 2 
pPutra, and to have fixed his Love on me alone. My 
Averſion to this Match did not ariſe from any Diſlike 
to Anthony's Perſon (for he was very agreeable), but 

from a general Diſlike to being married again, and 
from ſome © Objections to Autlonys Character. How-' 
ever, now his kind Endeavours to oblige me, and his 
indul gent Behaviour, excited my Gratitude; which, . 
added to the B Duty I was ſenſible I owed my Huf. 
band, created in me an ardent and true Affection. 
Bat, alas! he was W to! far... Cuſtom had tc 000 


to T how an fron the Time my- Affection was 
joined to my Duty, 1 began to loſe Ground with 
him, and obſerved his Love to decreaſe. For An 
zhony, notwithſtanding all the Affectation of an ex- 
travagant Paſſion, which his Wife and Miſtreſs had 
deceived him with, was yet a Stranger to the living 
with a Woman whoſe Heart was open, and whoſe 
Love was diſintereſted and ſincere. 80 much a 
Stranger was he to the very Marks of an unfeigned 
Paſſion, that not ſeeing thoſe Storms of Rage he had 
been accuſtomed to with thoſe to whom he had 
becn the greateſt Dupe, he could not fancy that Af- 
fection real, which wanted /uch Marks. He miſre- 
preſented to himſelf all my Actions, and diſingenu- 
5 | ouſly 


9 ouſly wen Sbeted all my Words. My nerer giving 
him an Hint about Cleopatra (for I was afraid to of- 


fend, and hated the very Thoughts of upbraiding 
him) he looked on as a Sign of Indifference. He had 


been uſed to ſo many Reproaches, that he knew not 

what to make of a Woman, whoſe conſtant En- 
deavour it was to keep up in his Mind agreeable 
Images, and to baniſh thence erery Reflection which 


could ſhock or diſpleaſe him. As he was very paſ- 


fionate, if "thoſe Men whom I knew to be his real 
Friends had inadvertently done any thing to provoke 
his Anger, I always endeavoured to conceal it; 
both as I was very unwilling he ſhould raſhly dilodlige 
his Friends, and alſo becauſe it deeply affected me 
| to ſee him in thoſe Agonies, which are uſually cauſed 
by violent Paſſion. But if this was ever afterwards 
diſcovered, he looked on my attempting to conceal it 
as an Inſtance of Diſſimulation. Whilſt I was labour- 


ing to preſerve his Friends, he thought me capable of 


fiding with his Enemies. If any Scheme ſuggeſted 
itſelf to me, which? imagined for his Advantage, 1 
immediately appriſed him of it, without any Precau- 
tion; but this I found put him out of Humour, tho 
I was then ignorant of the Reaſon of it. It ſeems 
Cleopatra had always brought about her own Pur- 
poles, by an artful Manner of making him believe 


her 
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18 Project were originally his own. It entered not 
into my Head, that a Man of Anthony" s Under- 
ſtanding could live with a Woman as a Rival, and 


-be angry with her, becauſe her whole Mind, employ- 


ed on him, ſometimes propoſed a Scheme for his Emo- 


lument, which had not happened firſt to come from 


himſelf. I had been uſed to live with Marcellus in 
fo free and undiſguiſed a Manner, that Ihad no Idea 
of concealing any lurking Suſpicions within my Bo- 


ſom which I ſhould be aſhamed of having avowed to 
the World; and as I had never once dreamed of 


any t over my Huſband, his ſuppoſing my 
harbouring ſuch a Thought, was beyond my Com- 
prehenſion. But yet, unfortunately for me, I had 
always the Reputation of having an Underſtanding 
uncommon for a Woman: And this Reputation 
made Anthony imagine that I valued myſelf on it, 
and preſumed to be his Equal. Though far diſtant 


from me was any ſuch Fancy, yet was he fo. ſatiſ- 


fied of its Truth, that he ſometimes, for a Week to- 
gether, would treat me with a Surlineſs not at all 
like his natural Diſpoſition; and the common Sub- 


ject of his Diſcourſe was, the Contempt he had for 


all Women of Senſe. This would he accompany 
with ſuch Looks, and ſpeak in ſuch a Voice, as 


a proved his Satire was levelled at Octavia. The 
| Obſervation, 
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Obſervation, that Satire does not hurt except the Cap 
fits us, may perhaps be true in our Commerce with 
Strangers; but where Affection is concerned, there 
is nothing more falſe. It is the Unkindneſs of the 
Perſon which levels the Satire at us, and not the 
Satire itſelf, that pierces the Soul. What then was it 
to me to live with the Man I loved, who was daily 
inventing new Ways, and various Expreſſions, to 
give me Torment? Small was the Relief which 
aroſe from the Conſideration of my not deſerving 
his Satire. For though his Words could not, yet 
the Unkindneſs of the Speaker wounded me to the 
Heart; and ſo unpardonable was this Fault of hav- 
ing an Underſtanding, that it made Anthony incapa- 
ble of pitying my Infirmities, or commiſerating my 
Sufferings: Alas! how melancholy was the Re- 
flection that it was neceſſary for my Huſband to en- 
tertain a Contempt for me, before it could be in my 
Power to raiſe his Compaſſion! I could not help 
fearing that Compaſſion ſo raiſed, took its Riſe from 
ſome other Motive than mere Good nature. To 
conquer Love, whilſt we live with the Perſon we have 
long thought the Object of it, is probably as difficult 
a Taſk as can be allotted the human Mind: But 
when that” Object is a Huſband: who claims our 
Tha] and has a Right to our Obedience, what is ĩt 
D .4 but 
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but to tear away our Ineclinations from the Object to 


whoſe Will and Pleaſure we are obliged to ſubmit ? 
A Situation too dreadful to be deſcribed ! 


| "iſs little did I ming myſelf on my Underſfandiog, | 
that I would willingly have parted with it, to have 
gained my Huſband's Love. I ſaw the Cauſe of 
my Wretchedneſs, and at the ſame time was con- 
ſcious how impoſſible it was to correct my Fault; 


for when once Anthony was convinced in himſelf that 


L imagined his Underſtanding was inferior to mine, 
all my Compliance with his Will, and Submiſſion to 
his Judgment, appeared to him as ſo many Artifices 
to recommend my own. He ſuppoſed I ſubmitted 5 
as People ſometimes do to Children, for the Sake of 
preſent Quiet, and not from a Conviction of his Su- 


periority. However, Anthony's Diſpoſition was ſuch, 


that at Intervals, this Whim being out of his Mind, 
his Love would revive, and then he was very willing 
to confeſs. himſelf in the Wrong; and as ſoon. as he 
took this Turn, he was uneaſy till he was reconciled. 
The Moment I ſaw him uneaſy, my own Eager- 
neſs to remove any the leaſt Pain I but fancied he 
felt, incited me to be beforehand with him, and to 
exert the utmoſt in my Power to accompliſh a Re- 
concuiation, Thus, whenever he uſed me ill, I had 
the 
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the Vexation of ſupporting that Treatment, whilſt I 


alſo ſhared any Anxiety it might create my Huſband 


afterwards. But this made him careleſs how often 
he quarrelled with, or, to ſpeak more properly, how - 
often he abuſed me; for that could not well be call- 
ed a Quarrel, wherein I acted no Part, unleſs of Suf- 


fering. He would often give my Satisfaction at ſee- 
ing him in good Temper again, ſo ill-natured a 
Conſtruction as perfectly aſtoniſned me; for he in- 
ſiſted on its being a Proof how much better Women 
are for being ſometimes treated with Severity and Ri- 
gour. My Affection would not permit me to hehold 
him a Moment in any Grief, which it was in my 


Power to remove; and as the removing even the 


leaſt Appearance of it was my Point in View, I never 
heſitated an Inſtant how I fhould behave. This 
Conduct eraſed from the Mind of Harbony all Rear 
in his Converſe with me; and I was very ſenſible that 
an artful Woman i(who in all Diſputes had no Con- 
ſideration for what he felt, but who employed her 
Thoughts in endea vouring to work ſome ſecret Pur- 
poſe of her own, from the Haſtineſs of his Temper, 


and therefore, under the Pretence of paſſionate Grief 


for his ill Treatment of her, kept up the Diſpute, and 
was reconciled juſt as ſhe thought proper, to make 
him cautious in his future Behaviour to her) would 

D-&--2 have 


CLenity and Good-nature. . There is in every Mind 
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have led Anthony to make another Diſcovery; 
namely, how neceſſary it is for a Man's own Hap- 
pineſs, to uſe the Woman with whom he lives, with 


ſome Degree of the Paſſion of Fear. Misfortunes I 
could ſupport, and Death I could have met with 
more Reſolution than the Frowns and Hi-himour of 


the Man I loved. To avoid this dreaded Evil was 


the chief Study of my Life; but I deſtroyed my own 
Purpoſe, and ſuffering my A pprehenſion of Anthony's 
Diſpleaſure to act too ſtrongly, I overcame his Fears; 
and therefore when he was in an IIl-humour, he 
looked on me as the fitteſt Object to vent it upon. 

When I was firſt married to Anthony, my Submiſſion 
to him aroſe from Duty; but when * loved him, I 
watched his very Looks, in order to execute his 
Commands even before he ſpoke them. Then by 


degrees, I loſt him; and what moſt furpriſed me, 


were his repeated Complaints that I did 'not obey 
him. I examined myſelf continually, and ſtill in- 
creaſed my Care, that he ſhould have no Cauſe for 


| theſe Complaints. But, Fool that I was! by this 


Management, inſtead of curing, I augmented the 


Exil. 


I had 
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Art was required to preſerve a Man' 8 Affections, it 
was impoſlible- but 1 muſt loſe them? I was young, 


and very handſome; yet; notwithſtanding all An. 


thony's Admiration of! Beauty, even that had not 


Force enough to prevent his making uſe of Artifices, | 
which cannot. be practiſed by thoſe who feel a true 
Love; ſor at once to be actuated by the violent 


Turns of Paſſion, and coolly to follow the Dictates 
- a ſlow and lingering Burning. is beyond our Pow-- 

When we had lived at Aibens this unhappy 
| Life (for ſo it was to me) Five Years, another Scene 
opened to my View. The Jealouſies between An- 
tbony and Czſar, which were only ſmothered, and 
not extinguiſhed, by my being made the Sacrifice to 
Peace, were always ready to re kindle; and my 
| Huſband, provoked at ſome Reports 36 heard of 
Ceſar, ſet Sail with a great Fleet for Iraly. He 
failed to the Port of Brundufium ; but being there 


refuſed Harbour, he made for Tarentum. Here I 
prevailed with him to ſend me to my Brother, in 


hopes I might obtain a Peace. I met Cæſar in the 
Way, accompanied with his Friends Aprippa and 
Mzcenas. After mutual Expreſſions. of Kindneſs, I 


conjured him to conſider, that the Eyes of the whole 
World 


1 had been n to live u 11 — . 
who loved me for my honeſt Simplicity; and where 
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World were turned on me, on account of my Con- 
nection wW ith | the T'wo moſt celebrated P erſons 1 in it, 
himſelf and Auibony; to one of whom I was the 
Siſter, and to the other a Wife. If, faid I, pernici- 
- ous Counſels ſhould take Place, and War ſhall be 
the Conſequence, Ofavia will be wretched without. 
Redreſs; for on which Side ſoever Victory falls, I 
ſhall be a certain Loſer. In ſhort, by my Prayers 
and Tears, I ſo pacified and ſoſtened my Brother, 
that I had the Pleaſure of once more ſeeing myſelf 
the Cauſe of Harmony between him and my Huſ- 
band. They granted my Requeſt, to aſſiſt each 
other in the Wars wherein they were engaged. 
They parted very good Friends; Car going to 
make War with Pompey, for the Reparery of Sicily,. 
and Anthony ſetting Sail for Aa. But in his Way, 
his old Diſeaſe returned. He ſent for Cleopatra, and 
* again faſtened on himſelf her Chains, Perhaps he was 
diſpleaſed at my Manner of parting with him. For, 
notwithſtanding the Perplexity his Behaviour often 
occaſioned, yet I really loved him; and when 1 
knew that the Neceſſity of Affairs, and both his 
Honour and Intereſt, required our preſent Separation, 
leſt my Grief ſhould give him Uneaſineſs, I ſtrove, 
with the utmoſt Efforts of my Reſolution to conceal 
it from him: And whatever Sorrow I felt, I ſup- 
preſſed 


preſſed or ſmothered it, till he was at a Diſtance not 


to be affected by it. My Care was needleſs; for it 


was not in my Power to vex or diſpleaſe him. How- 
ever, being ignorant of the true State of his Mind, I 
acted with as much Caution, from the bare Fancy 
that I might poſſibly hurt him, as if I had really 
been the Object of his Love. As ſoon as I could 
compoſe my T houghts after his Departure, I em- 
ployed myſelf wholly in the Care of his Children, 
as well of thoſe he had by Fulvia, as my own. The 
unfortunate Ch ildren, who had loſt their Mother, 
were the Objects of my Compaſlic on; and the Love 1 
bore their Father, extended to them, as his Offspring, 
Nor did the News I had heard of Cleopatra, abate 


my Cate, or irritate my Revenge to gratify itſelf on 
their helpleſs Innocence. To confeſs the Truth, Re- 


venge was not much in my Diſpoſition ; and I now 
experienced the F alſchood of the Aſſertion, that Love 
may be turned into Hatred, and that Hatred be 
heightened f in Proportion to the Degree of the Love 
it ſucceeds. Love indeed, when it is only the Con- 


ſequence of Pride gratified, will vaniſh as ſoon as 
that Pride is piqued ; and will ſurrender up its. 


Place to Averſion; which is the more natural and 
more general Conſequence of unbounded Pride. 


But as Love was my predominant Paſſion, it was 
built 
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built on the Gratification of no other; and therefore 
its Diſappointment, whatever it mis: me ſuffer, 
did not burſt out into Rage. This I am certain of, 
that L did not hate Anthony. For though from this 
Time forward he treated me with the utmoſt Scorn 
and Neglect, yet I could with Pleaſure hear of his 
Proſperity, and was concerned at his Ruin; notwith- 
ſtanding his mad Paſſion for Cleopatra was the Occaſion 
of it. When I heard of his miſerable Retreat from 
Parthia (though his Haſte to return to Egypt was 
the Foundation of that Miſery), yet was I ſhocked 

with the Account of the Hardſhips he had endured; 
and alſo pleaſed with the Goodneſs of his Behaviour 
towards his F ollowers, when he had brought. them 
into that Diſtreſs. One Action in which I could 
find any Reaſon to approve and praiſe him, gave 
me more Satisfaction, than if, from the ſame Paſſion 
he had for Cleopatra, he would have lain himſelf at 
my Feet, whilſt he was ravaging and deſtroying the 
reſt of Mankind. The Particulars of Anthony s fu- 
ture Conduct came to my Knowlege only by the 
means of Ceſar. For as he was now overwhelmed 
in Fondneſs for Cleopatra, who, I; Was conſcious, 
had no View on * but to promote her own am- 
bitious Deſigns; I I expected to hear nothing that 
would tend to his Honour, and would not ſuffer any 
one 
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-one-to'mention to me what tended to this Diſgrace. 
Although he neglected me, yet he was ſtill my 
Huſband ; and 1 thought it did not become me to 
hear him reviled or defamed. I prevailed with even 
Cæſar, when he related Matters of Fact, to ſoften his 
Expreſſions of Anthony, in Complaiſance and Reſpect 
to his unhappy Wife. Matters of Fact I eſteemed 
it neceſſary to know, that I might endeavour as 
much as poſſible to palliate my Brother's Rage, and 
avert from Anthony the dreadful Conſequences which 
ſeemed to threaten him from his preſent unfortunate 
Situation, I looked on him as one under the Pre- 
valence of a malignant Diſtemper, and would (had 
my Power equalled my Will) have preſerved him 
from its dire Effects. But all my Endeavours for 
his Preſervation proved fruitleſs. He had given a 
Looſe to his unbridled Paſſions, and thrown off the 
Reins that ſhould have curbed his wild Imagination. 
My Mind from henceforward, whilſt Anthony lived, 
laboured under great Anxiety, and I was in conti- 
nual Alarm for his Security and Protection. I could 
not help attempting all that was in my Power to 
reſcue my Huſband from Deſtruction ; and there- 
fore, before the. civil War had blazed into an inex- 
tinguiſhable Flame, with Cæſar's Permiſſion, I went 
to ſeek Anthony, to make one laſt Effort to ſnatch 

— him 
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him from * impending Fate. But at Athens I re- 
ceived, among others, the following Letter from him, 
ſignifying his Pleaſure that I ſhould wait for him 
there, and proceed no farther. 


ANTHONY to OcTavia 


« am appriſed of your Arrival at Athens; and 
ee your Intentions of proceeding farther, in order to 
«© meet me. The Purpoſe of your Expedition I 
© ſhall not dilate upon; but whatever it is, let me 
te acquaint you, that your Attendance or Company 
« will at preſent be neither proper or agreeable. 1 
© muſt therefore inſiſt on your waiting for me at 
* Athens, till you hear more of my Pleaſure; which 


« Thope you will not fail to comply with. 


« Hur, 


% ANTHONY. 


By this I ſaw FRY; he was linked t too fat 3 in 
Cleopatra's Chains, to leave the leaſt remaining 
Hope of his ever ſhaking them off. Her Fear of 
loſing him, called forth all her Artifice; and by 
the Pretence of dying for Love of him, ſhe raiſed 

8 his 


O'CTAVIA. 
his Compaſſion, and confined it entirely to herſelf; 


whilſt Tears of real Sorrow dropped unheeded om 


my Eyes. Tears which flowed from the double 
Source of his cruel Scorn, and his approaching 
Ruin. However, no harſh Word againſt him broke 
from my Lips; ; nor did 1 intermix any bitter Re- 
proaches 1 in the Letters I wrote him, to know how 
he would have the Preſents I had brought him from 
my Brother diſpoſed of, as will appear from the fol- 


lowing, 
OcTavia to ANTHONY. 


« Agreeable to your Pleaſure (which I am ever 
« conſtant to obſerve) I wait at Azhens, expecting 
6 your farther Directions. In the mean while, per- 
mit me, dear Anthony, to beg the Favour of con- 
ce ſulting you in relation to the Diſpoſal of the Pre- 
« ſents I have brought you from my Brother. Your 
« Commands on this, and all other Occaſions, ſhall 
« be faithfully obeyed by her who, impeticnt of ſee- 

ing Joh. „is, with all SIncerily, 


va « Your affefionate and obedient 2 ife, 


« OcTavia. 


But 
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But J ſoon received his Commands, in a con- 
temptuous Epiſtle, to return to Rome. 


ANTHONY to OcTavia. 


« Your repeated Letters are troubleſome and im- 
8 pertinent. The only Anſwer I ſhall vouchſafe 
« them is, to com mand you to return immediately 
©& to Rome. 


« Tours, 


« ANTHONY.” 


1. Sed with his Orders; and now I expected 


the War could no longer be 889500 5: For Cæſar, 


I knew, would not brook this Indignity ; nor could 


I in any ſhape ſoften it enough to conceal it from his 


penetrating Eyes. He inſiſted much that T ſhould leave 


my Huſband's Houſe, and accept of an Apartment 
in his Palace. But I intreated him to let me con- 
tinue where Anthony had placed me, unleſs I ſhould 


this critical Time to quit his Houſe, Would be mak- 
ing the Indignity more public, and increaſe the Cla- 


mour already too general at Rome againſt Anthony. 
His 


receive from him Orders to remove. I thought at 


{> 5 
UT 
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Hig Unkindneſs, how much ſoever 1 ſuffered by it, 


could not tempt me to be careleſs of his Honour. 
For, from the Inſtant I hecame his Wife, I'determin- 
ed, whatever might be his Conduct towards. me, to 

make his Intereſt and Honour my chief Concern, 
and the Rule of my Actions. But vain was my 
Caution; for Anthony himſelf, infatuated by Cleopa- 
tra, ſoon ſent proper Officers to remove me from his 
Houſe ; which I could not leave without Tears, at 
the Conſideration, that although I had been made 
ſo great a Sacrifice for the Sake of Peace, I ſhould 
now be geemed one of the principal Cauſes of a 
bloody War. 1 took with me all Anzbony's Children, 
rrept his eldeſt Son Antyllus, by Fulvia, * was 
maſts to mitigate en J Wrath. He v was s deaf to, my 
reiterated Prayers and Intreaties. And now approach- 
ed the Eyent I had ſo much dreaded ; when, aſter ma- 
ny Recriminations on both Sides, was let looſe the F ury 
.of a,civil War, by which, my Huſband or my Bro- 
ther was to be exterminated, and the Univerſe to 
obey only One Maſter. This produced the famous 
Battle of iu, which (to humour Cleopatra) was 
fought by Sea, and in the midſt of which ſhe fled, 
and betrayed Anthony; who, to reward her trea- 


cherous Flight, left his Friends, and followed her as 
TRA a Captive. 
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a Captive. From this Moment ſhe "itivetited' new 
Ways to betray him, and deviſed new Methods how 
ſhe ſhould abandon itn to Miſery, in order to make 
her Peace with Ceſar ; till at laſt; by her Conttiz 
vance, his Fleet and Army ſurrendered themſelves; 
before his Face, to the Conqueror 8 Mercy and Diſ- 
cretion. From the Time of this Battle, I had co 
veyed to him repeated Meſſages, to beg him, before 
it was too late, to preſerve himſelf, and let me again 
be the Means of his being reconciled to Cæſar: But 
in the very Inſtant that he knew Cleopatra had be- 
trayed him, on a Neport of her being dead, he choſe 
to kill himſelf for her ſake, and by Self - murder to fly 
from Of#avia, who was yet ready to receive him, 
and uſe her utmoſt Endeavours to crown him with 
Peace and Empire. Strange Infatuation He had 
lived Five Vears with me to very little Purpoſe, if he 
was ſtill fo ignorant of my Diſpoſition, as to ima- 


gine I would once have hinted at any Reproach for, 


his paſt Infidelity. 1 knew it was impoſſible to re- 
call back Yeſterday, and I would not have recalled 
back its Sorrows. To have been continually opening 


3 Wound I Was particularly deſirous of healing, 
would have been the moſt effectual Method of de- 


ſtroying my own Deſign. But whatever Thoughts 
aan S blind Paſſion for the enſnaring Queen of 


Egypt 


| pokes 4 WS * 4 
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Eg y. infoited him with, in prejudice of his ks 
Wite, yet did his Death alone put an End to my Soli- 
citude for his Safety: And as to Cleopatra, no in- 
ſolent Triumph over her once entered my Mind. 
It had always been my Maxim, that Vice brought its 
own Puniſhment; and I was not forry that ſhe. 
eſcaped the Inſults with which the enraged Romans 
were prepared to have treated her. The Sufferings of 
Cleopatra could not have recalled Anthony to Life, 
nor have reſtored him to Ofavia'; and I was capable 
of ſome Pity even towards a Rival. I omitted no 
Honour or Regard I could pay my Huſband's Me- 
mory, although did not affect any extravagant 
Grief for his Loſs. - Nay, I concealed what I really 
did feel; for 1 knew, that in a World where the 

ſlighteſt Provocitions generally excite inveterate Ha- 
tred, it would have been thought incredible that 1 
could derive any thing but Pleaſure from the Miſery 
or Death of a Man who had uſed me with eren 
a Scorn. 10: 


From this Time fieward Sete to lead a re- 
claſs and private Life, employed in the Protection of 
my own and Ankeny s Children. But, alas! my 
Train of Misfortunes was not yet compleated. For 
the young — my Son by the beſt of Huſ- 

bands 
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bands and of Men, was arreſted and taken from me 
by the inexorable Summons of Fate. He was in the 
Flower of his Age; and had, as well by his filial 
Duty, as great Improvements, amply : compenſatel 
my Care in the Education of him. His Virtues and 
Accompliſhments had rendered him the Object both 
of private Eſteem and public Admiration. Cæſar 
had entertained ſo high an Opinion of his Merit, as 
to chuſe him for his Succeſſor in the Roman Empire; 
and his Choice met with univerſal Approbation. 
My Brother, and the whole State, lamented his Death, 
and paid him every Honour that could ofnſecrate 
his Memory, or demonſtrate their unaffected Con- 
cern. But amongſt all theſe public Expreſſions of 
Honour, none equalled the celebrated Eulogy of the 
Poet Virgil, which has ſo deſervedly immortalized 
his own and the Character of my beloved Son. Nei- 
ther the Emperor nor myſelf could refrain from 
Tears at the Recital of his pathetic Deſcription; andy 
when he mentioned the Name of my Son Marcellus, 
I fainted away; and thus gave Teſtimony both to 
the Power of the Poet, and the Intenſeneſs of my 
own Affliction, To reſiſt this unexpected Event, re- 
quired the utmoſt Efforts of my Reſolution. It ſtruck 
to my Heart its pointed Arrow; and though I could 


ſtifle outward Complaints, yet I could not but feel 


| an 
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an inwärtl Anxiety. 8⁰ deeply Was 1 affected, that T 
| could tiever after Bear to ſee: any Picture or Image of 
kim; nor fuffer his Name to be mentioned, nor the 
Verſes Written in His Praiſe to be recited. | My hav- 
ing been dong actuſtomed to ſabdue my Paſſions, and 
keep them from inſülting over my Reaſon, was in- 
inexpreſ — Service to me on this Occaſions | 
tne from expoſing myſelf to Biſtradtion 
ixcel: — And” reſtrained within ſome 
Bounds my Sorrows, even for the Loks of this Pledge | 
of Love leſt me by my Huſband Marcellus. Never- 
thdeſs; ſo fatal an Accident gave a'more{{crious Turn 
tõ my Mind: than wual, and fixed 4 kind of Melan- 
choly on me, which I could not even deſire to caſt 
off, as it now became my greateſt Relief. This, 
however, did not prevent e from exerting myſelf to 
perform "what 1 ought ' my Duty. In A 
Life I had always taken care of his Children * 
Hulvia; but after his Death, I obſerved the Educa- 
tion, and corfidered the Fortune, of thoſe Children 
brought bim by the Queen of Egypt; and I married 
the young Cleopatra to the King of Mauritania, who: 
was celebrated for his Knowlege of the Sciences, and 
the Strength of his Underſtanding, Revenge, as 1 
have before ſaid, had a very ſmall Share in my Com- 
Ff poſition; 
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poſition; yy I think, had I been naturally, inclined 
to it, the Troubles which now diſtreſſed me muſt 


have ſoſtened my Reſentment, and ſuppreſſed my 
Rage. I lived yet Thirteen Years, after, the Loſs of 


my. 8 Son. Marcellus; ; but! quitted the Court, and ſpent 


my Time in Solitude and Retirement; where Books 
and Philoſophy were both my Su upport and Amuſe- 
ment. From Reflection I had nothing to vex or 


upbraid me, in reference to my Behaviour. The 
Children, as well Fulvia's as my own, anſwered 


bt ExpeRation, and I flaw. them happy around 
My, Soul Was clear as, a limpid Stream. No 


— diſcompoſed my. Tranquility; and I be- 
came as unruffled by perplexing Sorrow, as a ſmiling 
Infant. When I recollected my paſt. Life, I had 
the P leaſurg of 1 conſidering, that notwithſtanding 
the many unavoidable. 8 had, endured, 
yet, as I had aQed uprichtly, and without Guile, 


I could not | condemn myſelf; for being the Cauſe 


of any of thoſe Misfortunes. My honeſt Simpli- | 


city, by. procuring the Eſteem and Love: of Mar- 


cellus, was com penſated with more Happineſs than 


could have been my Fas, by Fay! baſe Def Ens, 
of. perfidious \Treachery. Rab ein 10 inane 
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ES At length did I receive the Reward of conſcious 
Virtue ; for, applauded by the Romans, valued by 
their Emperor, gratefully treated by my Children, 
and with a Mind ſteady, ſerene, and calm, I ſunk 
| in Peace, and reſigned my Breath, without any 
Remorſe to embitter, or One Thought of Terror 
to diſturb, my laft and departing Moments, 1 
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